
One nation once more? 


Anthony Bevins 

and Colin Brown 

Four weeks into the election 
campaign John Major and Tbny 
Blair will today finally turn the 
political focus on to divided 
Britain with an appeal to voters 
who want a return to the united. 
One Nation values repudiated 
during the Thatcher years. 

The similarity of the message 
from the two party leaders is no 
coincidence, but rather a re- 
flection of an underlyin g con- 
cern of the electorate; that 
society has become too dan- 
gerously divided. 

The two appeals, however, 
could not be couched in more 
brutally different terms. 

For the Tories, Mr Major says 
in an exclusive article for today’s 
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'18 years in 
opposition 
have left 
Labour 
ravenous 
for power’ 


Independent that he speaks 
first-hand experience of inner- 
city deprivation; that, be went into 
politics to help the “have-nots"; 
and the voters should hot trust 
new Labour, ravenous for pow- 
er and mouthing pieties behind 
i^l the smile. 

“When I speak about the 
classless society," the Tbry 
leader says, “1 have in mind the 
sort of people amongst whom 
I grew up. They deserve op- 
portunity and choice. They 
should not he fobbed off with 
i • fine words and an easy smile." 

j frfr -',- For Labour, Mr Blair will to- 
AantSJay make a speech built around 
re-creation of a decent, 
[ ,-e Nation community. A se- 

•*. adviser said last night that 

mere was a growing fear of a 
break-up of society, with the 
“haves” showing increasing con- 
1 '* 'cent about unemployment, 
Vjcrime and disorder. 

In today’s speech, the Labour 


QUICKLY 


.vPilgriins lulled 

I* A fire in a tent dty outside Mec- 
f-ca in Saudi Arabia killed at least 
S50 pilgrims, mostly Bangladeshis 
p and Pakistanis, as they attend- 
..ied the annual haj pilgrimage, 
f Witnesses said the death toll was 
1 1 much higher, with some putting 


leader says; “All my adult life, 
I have kept to the ample beliefs 
that we achieve more together 
than we do alone. The rights we 
enjoy are matched by the duties 
we owe ... I personally believe 
a divided society is wrong for 
both moral and economic rea- 
sons, yet we are more divided 
than ever." 

The bids of the two leaders 
for the same political territory, 
at the same time dinmg the elec- 
tion campaign, with little more 
than a fortnight to go to polling 
day, suggests a dramatic make- 
or-break play for a critical slice 
of middle-ground votes - in- 
formed by similar results from 
private polling. 

Mr Major’s message to the 
Independent was reinforced by 
a briefing he gave yesterday in 
which he said that he had been 
forced in the past to concentrate 
ttmg the economy “on a 
even keel". Before that had 
been achieved, he would have 
been talking into “empty air" if 
he had attempted to' tackle 
other issues such as improving 
the state pension, the inner 
cities and education in the 
midst of a recession. 

“It ’s perfectly true to say that 
I feel liberated in the sense that 
1 can now address the social 
agenda that I have always cared 
about, that lay behind what I said 
about a classless society in ear- 
ly speeches. 1 can now do so 
1 an economic dimate 
it is practical politics to do 
something about iL” 

Id hisbulepaidentscrtide, Me 
ijor says tnatibe fun dam en- 
trnth about Tbry government 

is “that we have governed for 
the many, .and not the few”. . 

Mr Blair will today dissect that 
claim in a long-planned speech 
that draws together seven 
elements of Labour policy - 
separate policy packages on 
education, health, pensions, 
crime, housing, welfare, and so- 
cial institutions, l?k<* the family. 

Labour has argued through- 
out the campaign, and .before, 
that it is figh ting for the inter- 
ests of the many, not the few, 
for example with its plans to 
phase out the assisted places 
scheme to help finance a re- 
duction in class sizes for children 
aged five, six and seven. .. 

But Labour is also saying that 
its wefiare-to-worie proposals, fi- 
nanced by a windfall tax on pri- 
vatised utilities, is going down 
very well with, the voters, while 
people are “terrified" about 
the prospect of pensions “pri- 
vatisation". 

Mr Blair says today. “There 
is a section of the population for 



Blair nibbles baby ... 
baby bites back 


tbny Blair indulges In the 
timeworn political custom of 
indulgH^* infants (above) 
yesterday during a campaign 
swing through Crawley; Wapt 
Sussex. _ ■ " 

James Austin, all off Bine 
months old, was deeply 
underwhelmed and showed his 
lack of apprectation minutes 


Major rejects EU fish 
deal, page to 
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Schools good 
enough fdrToiy . 

. ministers, page 12 


later by making a meal of a 
Labour election leaflet 
Mr Blair said: “ The stm’s out, 
fen a couple of weeks the Tories 
will be out, "thus echoing NeH 
'KMnotfc’s over-opfimistic~ 
words on polling day 1992 
when he said “The sun is out, 
and so are the Tories”. . 

Photograph: James Dempsey/RA 
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whom work -the habits, the re- 
wards - is now alien." 

He argues that neither the 
Tories nor Mr Major have 
achieved the classless society 
that Mr Major said he wanted 
when he took office. 

• -Mr Major’s achievement, Mr 
Blair says, is that Britain is 
now top of the league in the 


Group of Seven industrialised 
countries - for the number of 
families without work; up from 
one-in-rwehre back in 1979, to 
crae-in-five. 

The Conservative leader said 
yesterday: “The Tbiy party isn’t 
one dimensional, you see. Peo- 
ple think it’s about efficiency ... 
“but (that] is only half the Tbry 


party. The other half has always 
been used to a great deal of so- 
cial change." 

■ Labour's lead is holding, ac- 
cording to new polls from MORI 
and ICM MORI, in yesterday’s 
London Evening Standard, had 
Labour’s lead unchanged cm 21 
points. ICM in today's Guardian 
shows the gap widening slightly 


to 24 points, compared to last 
week's 12-pojnt margin. As usu- 
al, ICM reported a high Liber- 
al Democrat share, at 19 per 
cent, with Labour lower, on 45 
per cent, than other polk. Tony 
Blair's personal rating fell five 
points in the ICM poll, to 35 per 
cent, against 28 per cent for John 
Major, down one. 
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•’ -been put to the torch in the past 
Ulfj months with arson attacks on 
tY48 churches and 71 Khook ao- 
■ wanting to figures from the kew* 
j-; Ulster Constabulary- Page 9 

[Belgium’s anguish 

■fBe kmim ’s anguish over the comr- 

fe'schikl sac and murder scanmB 
;{ldotaHeito(XmrintteuiBhfflfidThe 

!>Uraoudmb}es-the 15 members 
; a of parHameni who have for the 
a axmonths conducted a put* 
inquiry into the finxire - yes- 




'War pensions and administra- 
tive preparations for war may 
soon be run by a German firm 
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American Indians 
may have ousted 
native white man 
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Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

Stand up Christopher Colum- 
bus, all may soon be forgiven. 
American Indians, redestgnat- 
ed recerrtly in politically correct 
parlance as “native Americans", 
may not be quire so ^native" af- 
ter aJL Europe an- type Cau- 
casians may have reached 
America first ■ c 

Anthropologists in the Unit- 
ed States, the Washington Post 
reported yesterday, are consid- 
ering evidence that “Cauca- 
soids" may have been the 
earliest inhabitants of north 
America, and not- as previously 
accepted - Mongoloid Indians. 
The evidence is provided by a 
number of skeletons discov- 
ered in different parts of the US, 
from Washington Slate in the 
north-west to Texas ra the south. 

The shape of the skulls - 
elongated and sharp-featured - 
the scientists say, means they are 
. Caucasoid. Their age - the lat- 
est carbon-dating techniques 
show them to be more than 


9,000 years old - indicates that 
they would pre-date American 
Indians. The skeletons have 
been unearthed over a number 
of years, but it was the discov- 
ery of a particularly wen-pre- 
served one, in Washington State 
last summer, that suggested a* 
reassessment was in order. 

The findings, if they gam ac- 
ceptance, have ramifications 
that are as political as they are 
scientific. The trend in the US 
in recent years has been towards 
official acknowledgement that 

American Indians were -the 
anginal Americans and that 
they were gravely wronged by 
the much later European set- 
tlers, beginning with Columbus. 

Encyclopaedia entries have 

been rewritten and museum 
displays have been revised to ac- 
commodate the new orthodoxy 
and show due respect tg the In- 
dians as “native Americans”. 

• Not surprisingly perhaps,' the 
“native Americans" appear not 
to have taken too kindly to the 
possibilxfy thai they wdre not ac- 
tually native Americans. 


4 reasons why 
people feel 
better with 
Primecare. 


1 . PROMPT private treatment 

2. GENEROUS levels of cover 

3. Surprisingly LOW premiums 

4. No-claims DISCOUNT 


Why compromise on your private medical 
insurance to keep premiums low? With 
Primecare, you can enjoy truly 
comprehensive cover at a budget price. 
Even better, Prime Health gives you a 
generous noclaims discount, starting at 
25% and rising to 50%. Discover why 
you’re better off choosing Primecare. 

Call now for a personal quotation 

0800 779955 
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Fishermen protest over 'Sea 
Empress' compensation 

Compensation for fishermen in west Wales whose livelihoods were 
damaged by last year’s Sea Empress ofl disaster has been frozen 
below the full amount Fishing fleets will continue to get 75 per 
cent of their compensation claims rather than the whole amo unt 

The International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund, which has 
£51m to share out between victims of the incident decided 
yesterday to freeze the current 75 per cent payouts until their nest 
meeting in October. The fleets, who were out in force to protest . . 
yesterday in the harbour of Saundersfoot in Dyfed, are outraged ■ 
and are calling on the Fund to pay their claims in ftilL They said 
they will take the Fund to court if necessary in order to get their 
full compensation. 

But the Fund stressed that there was only a limited amount of 
money which must be shared out equally. It is waiting until more 
claims come in to assess more accurately the total compensation 
bill. A Fund spokesman said: “It is probable that there will be an 
increment rise in the amount paid out in the near future.” 

Matthew Brace 

Rape suspect leaps to freedom 

A man accused of a double rape escaped from the Old Bailey 
yesterday after slipping from the cells area into a court - before 
hurling himself through a locked glass window to the street below. 

The police, the Court Service and Securicor immediately launched 
an inquiry on How the man, who was brought to the court building 
yesterday morning on a bench warrant, managed to evade the court 
security system. It is believed he slipped through a door in the cell 
area, and mingled with people as they left court for a short 
adjournment. When challenged by a probation officer, he is 
understood to have run through an office and hurled himself through 
a locked window into Newgate Street where he made his getaway. 

Maverick MP scolded for broadcast 

S m t | — The Radio Authority has • 

¥■ - warned George Galloway, the 

L . ‘ maverick labour candidate for 

m" j'JKI Glasgow Hfllhead, about his 

W . ■ j|ft broadcasting on the Asian 
1’’ : ^a9| " radio station Spectrum 

f ttv jCT? - International. 

Mr Galloway (left) hosted a 
Wjr- X phone-in programme about the 

AmSkL-* - Pakistani elections in January 

where the RA judged that he 
flK| did not give an equal airing to 

callers with views opposed to 
|j|n the Benazir Bhutto 

^ administration. The Bhutto 
government awarded Mr Galloway the Hilal-e-Quaid Azam award 
for services to Pakistani democracy in 1990. He was also cautioned 
about promoting his magazine. The East, on the show, and 
Spectrum Radio was fined £2,000 for allowing an MP to host a 
programme without an opposing M? as co-host. Paul McCann 

Drugs-gang slices off man’s fingers 

A man was kidnapped by drugs gangsters and bad four fingers 
sliced off with secateurs-like cutters in a horrific attack in a London 
street, police revealed yesterday. 

The 27-year-oJd victim, who is Danish and of Sri Lankan origin, 
was grabbed at gun-point in Bowes Road, Palmers Green, north 
London, on 1 February and bundled into a car by a five-man gang 
who believed he was a hertoin smuggler. 

The victim, who has not been named, was injected in the arm 
with a substance which numbed his hand. Four fingers on his right 
hand were cut off before the gang dropped him off back in Bowes - 
Road. He was discovered by his brother and sister and taken to 
hospital where surgeons sewed back two fingers. 

Pagan worship suspected in church 

Police are investigating vandalism which may have involved pagan 
worship m an Anglo Catholic church. Numerous candles were 
moved or lit and a figure of Jesus was smashed and placed on the 
altar where, police said, a bizarre ceremony appeared to have 
taken place. The incident, at St John’s Church in Crowborough, 

East Sussex, occurred when the church was broken into between 
Sunday night and Monday. 

Dartmoor plans to rise from ashes 

An emergency recovery plan is being prepared for around two 
square miles of Dartmoor National Park nature reserve devastated 
by fire a week ago. 

The scheme is being funded by the National Grid Company, 
which is also laying on an aerial survey of the site for English 
Nature, which owns and manages Trendlebere Down near Bovey 
Tracey. The Down, a site of special scientific interest, was razed by 
one of the worst fires in 20 years, and could take 10 years to 
recover, according to English Nature. 

A colony of nationally rare brown fritillaiy butterflies was 
destroyed.’as well as rare plants. Ten pairs of Dartford Wirbler 
birds were lost. Phil Page of English Nature, the reserve site 
manager, said: ’’We shall be working ... to help this site recover as 
quickly as possible, so that the wildlife can return.” 
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D enise O'Donoghue, heed of the highly successful 
production company Hal Hick, and one of the 
front-runners to succeed MchaeJ Grade as chief 
executive of Channel 4, has dropped out of the race 
because of the publicity the role attracts. 

O’Donoghue, whose company produces ratings- 
wmnerssuchasHave/Gof News FwYbt/fOf the BBC 
and Drop The Dead Donkey for Channel 4, is report- . 
ed to have been at the top of Channel 4's wish list and 
was twice approached by the broadcaster’s head- 
hunters, Goddard Kay Rogers. 

However, it is understood that press attacks on Mr 
Grade caused her to turn down the job. MrGrade was 
famously dubbed "Britain’s pomographer in chief* by 
the Daily MaiFs right-wing columnist Paul Johnson, be- 
cause of the nature of some ChanheT4 programmes. 

■. The MaiL which regards itsettas toe defender of so- - 
called “farrtfly values^■hasreQ|^w^lyand^ fondly ot*' 
jectedta Channel 4 pro gr ammes ■yjdiasDyfw 3[V,T? ie 
Add tight Zone and The Wbrclfiniterrii ; -&=thisn iriwrin? 
Ms O'Donoghue is befieved to have been concerned 


Henman jeans 
ranks of sporting 
millionaires 


Tim Henman (right), Britain’s num- 
ber one tennis player, is now a mil- 
lionaire - less than a year after 
Wimbledon turned him into a 
household name, according to a 
new "wealth register* which also 
reveals that the typical British mil- 
lionaire is male and in his fifties, 
whose star sign is likely to be Aries 

Newcastle United striker Alan 
Shearer is worth £7m, snooker 
star Stephen Hendry has potted a 
ElOm fortune, and golfer Laura 
Davies is valued at £2m, it claims. 

The 700-page register details 
5,500 of the UK's wealthiest peo- 
ple. ranging from financier Joe 
Lewis, who is the richest Briton of 
all with a £3 bn fortune, to those 
with “a mere" Elm-plus. 

The Sunday Times Wealth Regis- 
ter follows the newspaper’s Rich 
List , which was published on 6 
April and featured details of 
Britain’s wealthiest 1,000 people. 

The Sunday Times said its regis- 
ter was the culmination of more 
than 10 years’ work and was the 
most authoritative study of who 
owns what in Britain”. Sports stars 
are said to be making “a major im- 
pact" in the wealth league tables. 

Henman, 22, who shot to na- 
tional prominence when he 


that newspapd& wtfi an ^agenda 

would investigate, 
wflh Mr Grade. Strafes about 

nertoltetTri^cbriiecfiari Jiij 

appeared far the News ct The Wot id.- -y » _r 
The race for flte Channel 4 jpb has so fer , rr . T , l . T _ S7 , 
fng place in the shadows but fhe board wfltmeekto' 
discuss Mr Grade’s replacement on 28 AprL*A|^g^ 
sion is expected then or soon after. 

- Re-entering the race this week is Howard String for-- 
trier bead of the CBS network in tie US.. Stringer’s 
chances had been dismissed in reports last ihoriih be- 
cause of his inexperience in the UK televiskxt industry. 
He is also being linked to the position of head of Sony 
to foe US. A report y este rd ay In foe financial 7twe» that 
he was sffl to toe ruining for both jobs was being n- 
tepmted by O fatmn ei Ains ide fe a s 




reached the Wimbledon quarter- 
finals last year, is worth Elm, ac- 
cording to the register, while Man- 
chester United star Ryan Giggs 
has built up a £5m fortune which 
is largely tied to sponsorship 
deals. Boxers Frank Bruno and 
“Prince" Naseem Hamed are each 
worth £10m, it said. 

Cilia Black is the wealthiest 
British female in the entertainment 
business, worth £12m, while Bob 
GeJdof, Roger Whittaker and Elvis 
Costello are all worth £10m. 

Singer Lisa Stansfield is valued 
at £8m, while Damon Albam, 
singer with the group Blur, is worth 
£6m 


Manic Street 
Preachers’ 
outraged by song 

i’ 

Award-winning rock band the Maftr 
ic Street Preachers have criticised; 
another group for recording a 
song claiming that their missing 
member, Richey Edwards, is dead. 

The song, Richey's Dead, has 
been recorded by Cheltenham 
rock band Ideal and includes the 
line "You've got to let him rest in 
peace.” But a spokesman for Man- 
ic Street Preachers yesterday said 
they were shocked at the "tastevi 
less" recording. -jf 

Edwards has not been seen - ;1 
since February 1995 when his car. 
was found abandonded near toe 
Severn Bridge. The song claims ± 
Edwards threw himself off the :u 
Bridge, saying: “You’ve got to _ 
know by now that he’s thrown him- 
self over. Richey’s been released; 
You've got to let him rest in peace. 
Richey is dead, Richey's dead." 

Ideal singer Will Hutchinson, 23, 
who wrote the song, said: “it’s be- 
ing tasteless but that’s part of toe 
point If you don’t get the joke, you 
haven't got a sense of humour." 

A Manic Street Preachers spokes- 
woman said: If s in reaDy bad taste." 
PoBoe are no nearer to solving the 
riddle of the 31 -year-old musician's 
disappearance, despite recent claims 
of sightings on a beach in Goa. 


PLANNING 

Car dependency grows as 
development spreads • 

Developers ait carrying on the.r$$h otitof town, and Britain 
i&becorwng more as>d more ou-dcpcndcru as aresulL the Council 
for the Protection of Rural England said yesterday, 

It published a report which atgtted that, despite important 
changes in govcEEn«tt pl^mlog guidance to local councils - who 
decide whether tpajeancor ttfraopeasssfon for oato&otfn 
developments - buSding of suffocsiores, cinemas, leisure centres, 
busktoss parts and bBUSBfgotfside da urban boundary orbits 
edge still continued. 

For instance, at the end of the 1980s, there were 2^ multiplex 
cinemas, in 1995 there were 76 and tty 2000 the mdi&uyis . 
forecasting at least 130. Many are on the edge of cities with large 
car parks and catLopty be easily reached using private cars. 
Meanwhile, stfutiforjpwn-oeiure mezcm such as that in St Albans, 
are forced to dose in the face of the competition. The CPRE 
report calls for tougher policies from central and local government, 
including a new tax on bn s m ess and retail car parking. 

. Planning Mart to Travel Less, CPRE, Warwick House, 

25 BuddntfiQM Palace Road, London SWIWDPK Nicholas Schoon 


TRAVEL 

Passengers play the waiting game 

Unlucky travellers had to endure average delays of more than two 
boms on some holiday charter airlines last snnomcr, Others were 
fortunate enough to travel with carriers which experienced average 
delays of onty about 15-16 minutes, according to the first ever 
charier airline punctuality table. _ . . 

The worst char ter airline for punctuality was Belgium s 
Challenge Aixv which ran 65.2 per cent oT its 244 flights more than 
one hour late and had an average delay of more than Ihours and 
47 minutes. Top of the punctuality charts was VTVA, the charter 
ann-of Spanish carrier Iberia. Only 4.9 per oaaiof its 680 ffightS ' 
was more than one hour late and its average dqjfey was just l*£r . 
minute s. . ; ■- 

The UK’s biggest holiday airline, Britannia, had an average ~i 
delay of 16^ minutes on - ^ • 

18,679 flights - the highest KHMgEnr^r.7 'flOB 
number of flights in the 



the Air TVmisport Users 
Council and covered charter 
flights to and from nine 
major UK airports between 
April and October 1996- The 
airports were Heathrow 
Gatwkk, Stansted* 

BinhmghamjEdhibtirgh, 
Glasgow, Luton, Manchester 
and Newcastle. 


HEALTH S 

Breakthrough In cancer treatment 

An importfoit hurdle has been crossed by s rie nri sts attempting to 
develop the world's first cancer vacdne. it wps announced 
yesterday. Researchers in the US reported thefest hard evidence 
that a vaccine works in patients and has practical potential. 

In one of the first trials of a genetically engineered vaccine, a 
team at the Johns Hopkins Oncology Centre in Baltimore, _ 
"MifrVfand. succdtidffi immune systems. ... 

' *' ' The vaccine l^eivtetjto^fl’parierfe-wiih advanced lddncv 


‘ *' 1 The vaccine tiakrifea lo^fl^aaerjti-'wTih advanced lddncv 
cancet to test irid'egectiveness over an eight-year period. 

' J ddi2$atient, wK^fflH m ^ S^c KfltinTtftf sprea'd io 'tite 

lungs after surgery, showed a substantial improvement for several 
months after receiving the vaccine. 

Although toe rest snowed no signs of remission, all had 
measurable immune responses. Many patients died within the first 
year oftbetriaL 

The findings are reported in the journal Cancer Research. 

NATURE 

DNA test to catch badger-barters 

Scientists at Leicester University have developed a DNA test for 
animals which coaid mate badger-baiting a thing of the past. The 
technique allows prosecutors to link any animal matter found on 
an alleged baiter with a specific animal. 

In the past scientists could only say whether or not the blood or 
tissue was from the badger species. 

This has allowed baiters to daim in tbeir defence that they were 
dig gin g for foxes - which is lawful - and that any badger tissue 
found on them came from the foxes’ den. 

The new technique is similiarto Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys' 
human DNA test -which was also developed at Leicester Jt is now 
to be used for the first time In an RSPCA prosecution next month. 
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Recycled paper made up 41^% of 
the raw materia for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1396 
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strides into 
top Paris 



of fashion 




Rising star: Stella McCartney at her flat before the launch of her own-label designs, shown left Photographs: Chris Moore 


Melanie Rickey 


SteDa McCartney, 25, daugfcterof 
ex Beatle Sir Paul, has succeeded, 
Karl Lagerfeld as-chiei designer. ’ 
at the French house Chloe,tothe 
amazement of the British fashion 
establishment. 

The appointment of .Ms .Mor 
Cartney has come as a complete 
surprise because of her apparent 
lack of experience. She graduat- 
ed from St Martin’s college in 
London only two years ago, has 
never held a catwalk show and has 
only produced three small col- 
lections available exclusively 
through London and New York 
boutiques. Though she has never 
been one to seek the limelight per- 
sonally or professionally, with her 
best friends including the models 
Naomi Campbell ana Kate Moss 
she doesn’t need too. 

In fashion- land new design 
appointments are big news. John 
Galliano’s appointment to Chris- 
tian Dior last October, which was 
closely followed by Alexander 
McQueen’s arrival at Givenchy, 


a state of hysteria, and the French 


establishment into shock. 

Ms McCartney’s collections to 
date have been a fusion of the 

'picked upon Samie Rowland the 
lingerie-style dresses and skirts in- 
spired by her time at Christian 
Lacroix and her collection of vin- 
tage underwear. “1 am not a chide 
for seasonal dressing,’’ she has 
said, “and it’s important to have 
the feminine and masculine thing 
combined." 

Kate Moss loves her dothes as 
do the top American fashion ed- 
itors who swoop on herwest Lon- 
don flat every time they visit 
Britain.. They invariably buy her 
wispy slip dresses sprinkled with 
beads and team them with long- 
tailored jackets that have “Whis- 
tle and Flute” embroidered into 
the lining. Katie Grand, fashion 
editor of the magazine Diced tk 
Confused & also a big fen. She said: 
“I think it’s brilliant news. Chk>6 
are obviously taking a risk with 
her, and good for them.” 

Some cynics may well be think- 
ing that Ms McCartney’s ap- 
pomtment is a FR exercise, riding 
on the Brit-fash wave and using 


McCartney clan determined to stay out of the limelight 


Sirf^McCartn^irabdetE^iiiedly- 
shielded hia chikfrefn frbrrr the 
[* sbowbusiness limefightv 
Nevertheless, with an ex-Beatte 
for a father and the nation's best-known 
vegetarian for a mother, they 
Inevitably make the headlines: Heather, 
34, the eldest and Linda’s daughter from 
: a previous marriage, makes designer 
pottery^ Mary, 27, re an accomplished 
photographer and picture 
ecfltor with her father's music publishing 
company, MPJL Communications 
Bound by talent including and James, 13, is a student who has yet 
j m wIc aiKt photography Photograph: Rex Features to choose a career. 

• • • 



the flhistrioiis McCartney name. 
To some extent they would be 
right It worked for Bernard Ar- 
nault, owner of Moet Heonessy 
Louis Vuitton (LVMH), when he 
orchestrated the Dior and 
Givenchy deal with Galliano and 
McQueen which revived the for- 
tunes of both companies. Ven- 
dome, which also owns Cartier, 
Piaget, the Kari Lagerfeld line and 
Alfred Dunhfll, are using Mc- 
Cartney in the same way, but with 


a long-term goal - to revive in- 
terest in the company which was 
worth £524m in 1994. 

Chlod embodied fashion in the 
late Seventies. It was diaphanous, 
colourful and served as high fash- 
ion’s interpretation of the gypsy 
look. Throughout the Eighties 
Lagerfeld’s kudos kept the label 
going, but in 1988 Marline Sitbon 
changed the mood from floaiy and 
ethereal to more toned-down tai- 
loring. 


Ms McCartney's appointment 
will fuse the two key elements that 

have kept the company going -the 
masculine and the feminine - 
and could well attract the young 
customers lured away in recent 
years by hot new labels such as 
Frada and the re-vamped Gucci. 

Yesterday Ms McCartney made 
her first visit to the Chlo6 atelier 
at the Rue du Faubourg St-Hon- 
ore in Paris. A spokeswoman 
said: “She is so excited about this 


post, Stella has been meeting 
everyone today, and practising her 
French-” The deal, for five years, 
is for an undisclosed sum, but she 
will be on a very healthy salary, 
probably in the fagkmof£l(XUX)0. 
Her first collection showing this 
autumn will make her the 
youngest chief designer in Paris. 
Her own label will be discontin- 
ued, but one thing is for sure: Ibis 
McCartney will be bringing a 
breath of fresh air to the label, and 
a bevy of supermodel fans. 

Lagerfeld’s swan-song for 
Cfclo6 took place in Paris last 
month to a backdrop of kitsch 
props with models wandering 
around like lost sheep. It was seen 
by many as an exercise in frivoli- 
ty by the Chanel, Fendi and own- 
label designer who had worked for 
Chloe from 1965-1983 and then 
from 1991 As a result, there was 
little speculation on a successor, 
but many believed it would be Pe- 
ter O'Brien, head designer at Ro- 
chas, who worked at Chlo£ in 
1986-87 or the Brit, Antonio Be- 
rardi, who was also approached by 
directors at Vendome. the com- 
pany who own the label. 
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Pat Hargreaves 

National Savings 

K Yes, Mr Thorpe. As Long 
AS YOUR APPLICATION REACHES 
US BY 30 APRILyour new Premium 
Bonds, as well as any you currently 
hold, will take part in the June prize 
draw. That's when the number of 
monthly prizes goes up from the 
current 350,000 to over 430,000 prizes 
worth more than £32 million. All the 
prizes are tax-free including the 
£t million jackpot and, of course, you 
can get your money back at any time. 

Buy now using the coupon in 
Your Money making sure that it 
reaches us by 30 April if you 
want your Premium Bonds to take 
part in the June prize draw. 

Or for a full guide to Premium Bonds 
freecall 0500 500 ooo, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.” 
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...but with BT you get discounts 
and a service that is second to none. 


At BT we can help your business with some really down to 
earth deals. 

In fact, 97% of all business calls qualify for our discounts. 

So you can save money on your BT calls virtually every 
time you pick up the phone. 

For example with BT Business Choices you can get a discount 


of at least 20% on your calls whether. they are local, national or 
international, for a quarterly site fee of only £5. 

On top of this with BT you get a world class service from 
ue most extensive network in the UK. ^ 

For more information about BT business t~M ffi* 
discounts call on Freefone 0800 800 800. fcJ l thf 
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Gfeida Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

It t^the bane of many women’s 
lives, but possessing the 
detested pear-shape body can 
have ns advantages, doctors 
said yesterday. 

Being skinny on top with 

extra fat around the bottom can 

give natural protection against 
Heart disease and diabetes, ac- 
cording to a study which looked 
at 700 middle-aged twins. 

But women who are “apples" 
- thosewho store fat around 
their middles — are at greater 
risk from these diseases and 
need to be more carefuL 

"Storing fat around your 
bottom is better than around 
your stomach," Dr Tim Specter, 
director of the Twin Research 
Unit told BBCl's Watchdog 
HcaUhCheck. “We believe ihte 
is because the fat around your 
bottom is slower in the way it 
is turned over and therefore less 
likely to appear in the blood 
stream.” 

The study, which is published 
in the Journal of Clinical 
Endocrinobgy and Metabolism, 
also found that 60 per cent of 
body fat is determined by your 
genes and no amount of dieting 
can change this. 

Doctors measured the 
amount and position of the 
twins' body fat and found iden- 
tical twins always shared the 
same shape, suggesting the ten- 
dency is almost entirety genetic. 

The finding explains why 


some women find it hard to lose 
weight by dieting and why 
others discover it is almost 
impossible to shift areas of fat 
from their body, no matter how 

hard they exercise. 

"Diet is unlikely to affect 
where the fat goes for most 
people,” said Dr Spector. “This 
is rather pre-ordained and that’s 
why if yon look at your mother 
or other older relatives -you 
can see what your body shape 
is likely to be.” 

At the third international 
conference on eating disorders 
in London, doctors' warned that 
women with eating disorders 
were seven times more likety to 

fracture their bones because of 
increased susceptibility to the 
brittle bone disease osteo- 
porosis. 

Moreover, with girls faffing 
victim to dieting and anoreda 
at increasingly earlier ages, 
children as young as ten are at 
risk of stunted growth and 
irreversible loss of bone densi- 
ty- 

Dr Bryan Lask, consultant 
:hiatrist at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital, which runs the 
only NHS specialist unit for 
children with earing disorders 
in the country, warned that 
healthy eating messages had be- 
come misinterpreted so that 
children were terrified of getting 
fat. 

Thirteen years ago the hospi- 
tal used m gtf two referrals ayear 
for children with eating disorders. 

Now it gets four per week. 
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DAILY POEM 


Defiance 

■ ' . 

By Charlie Smith 

I go through periods, a grown man, still reluctant 
to talk to my father, I lei him call and leave messages 
while Isrt there like a fox in the woods waiting 
I dan '/ answer, I don '( say anything, 1 let the night 
and the thick woods of my anger enclose me, I feel 
ifie whole side of die country curled up around me, 

.die freshness of the faraway streams, the naked rocks, 
the jitter and hiss of smaller animals 
earnestly going about their business, as my business 
rinks to its essential breath arid heartbeat until . 

I am so quiet you'd have to be connected to me by blood 
to hww I hadn't died there squatting with my eyes open, 
and even then you couldn’t be sure. 

Charlie .Smith's verse cycle, Before and After- fromwhich this 
poem comes - tells the story of one divided “Campy, with its 
frequent rifts and occasional reconciliations. Smith’s fourth 
collection, Before and After is published this week by WW Nor- 
ton (£8.95). 
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| Battling for Cheaper 
Car Insurance? 

Is your premium over £250? . . 
You could cut your costs 
by calling Hastings Direct. 

Bigger cars and comprehensive 
cover is a speciality! 

Call FREE on 

0800 00 1066 
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Pear-shape 

women 
are the 
healthiest 



Patients ‘turned 
into shadows’ 


Louise kiy 


Large style: fat-bottomed gfrte may be targets for the likes of Angus McGED cartoons, but their shape has Its advantages 


A care worker wepi in court yes- 
terday as he described how two 
fun-loving mentally handi- 
capped people were turned 
into shadows of their former 
selves by the regime at their pri- 
vate residential homes. 1 

Gary* More ten, who worked 
at the homes in Stoke Poges, 
Buckinghamshire, for three 
years, told Kingston Crown 
Court, London, that one pa- 
tienu Michael Smith, went 
down on his knees and begged 
not to be forced to work in the 
garden as be had been told to 
do, in all weathers. 

But Ins picas only enraged 
Gordon Rowe. who ran the 
homes with his wife Angela. Mr 
Rowe locked Mr Smith in his 
room for up to five days at a time, 
or alternatively set him “pun- 
ishment” tasks as a result, Mr 
Morcten alleged. 

Michael Smith had been a 
“bubbly young man, full of en- 
thusiasm and always extremely 
happy and excited about life," 
when Mr Muretcn first met him. 


But by the lime Mr Morcten left 
his job four years ago “il was as 
though be was a different young 
man. He was totally wrecked." 
the court was told. 

Another paticnL Jacqui God- 
dard. was also “very bubbly and 
very funny". But die too became 
upset that she was not allowed 
on trips nut. The court was told 
that when she began to refuse to 
eat as a consequence, Gordon 
Rowe dragged her downstairs 
and pushed her onto the patio. 

Angela Rone would not nor- 
mally hit Miss Goddard, but 
shouted abuse at her. Mr 
Moreten claimed. “She would 
say, * You're a dirty cow, spitting 
your food out. anil you can stay 
but there until you’re told to 
come in’.” 

Angela Rowe, 39, denies four 
charges of ill Heating and two of 
neglecting patients in her care 
between 19S3 and 1993. Thio for- 
mer members of staff, Desmond 
Tulty. 33. and Lorraine Field. 42. 
each deny six charges of Ql treat- 
ment. Gordon Rowe committed 
suicide in March last year. 

The ease continues. 
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Doctors admit to giving drugs by stealth 


Ian Burrell 

An ethics row has broken out 
in the medical profession over 
the need for doctors to lie to pa- 
tients about the drugs they are 
being given. Doctors have ad- 
mitted to slipping drugs in to 
cups of tea given to patients or 
giving a false description of 
the effects of the drugs. 

One nurse was suspended af- 
ter carrying out a consultant's 
orders to give an elderly patient 
a tranquilliser in his tea without 


his knowledge. No action was 
taken against the consultant, ■ 
leading to charges of double 
standards being applied to 
doctors and nurses. 

The practice of deceiving 
patients over drugs is believed 
to be widespread among physi- 
cians working with geriatric 
and psychiatric patients. 

A recent survey of psychia- 
trists at Heatblands Mental 
Health NHS trust in Surrey 
found that 38 per cent of 
doctors admitted to having 


participated in surreptitious 
prescribing or having been 
economical with the troth. 

Six doctors admitted to 
having ordered a drug to be 
given in a disguised way. Five 
said they had lied about the type 
of drug given. All thought their 
practice was justified. 

Dr Peggy Norris, secretary of 
the European Doctors Union, 
which campaigns for patients’ 
rights, said; “You don’t give 
medication to a patient without 
their consent If they are so 


mentally incapacitated that they 
cannot undemand then at least 
the relatives should know." 

David Curtis, a consultant 
psychiatrist at the' Royal Lon- 
don Hospital, east London, 
said he was “appalled” by the 
practice of surreptitious 
prescribing. He said; “I had hith- 
erto assumed that patients who 
claimed that such things were 
going on were paranoid, but 1 
wonder now if on occasion my 
attempts to reassure them were 
misplaced.” 


Royal Shakespeare Company 
upstages National with plan 
to take Bard round Britain 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany is to stage a rock'n’roll style 
nationwide tour in an attempt 
to bring the Bard to 80 per cent 
of the population. 

The decision to visit 29 towns 
and cities in Britain means the 
RSC is visiting twice the num- 
ber of locations as the Nation- 
al Theatre. 

Indeed, it is somewhat 
provocatively adopting the logo 
Theatre For The Nation on its 
Dew brochures and publicity ma- 
terial, despite the obvious sim- 
ilarity to tne name of its rival. 

The English National Opera 
does not leave London at all 
while The Royal Opera House 
will barely be taking the Royal 
Opera or Royal Ballet out of 
town, even during the House's 
two-year closure. 

The RSC's nationwide lour 
will be its largest yet, and in 
some towns the company will 
perform in leisure centres and 
temporary structures, where 
there arc no theatres. 

Its artistic director. Adrian 
Noble, said last night: “The 
whole nation invests in the 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
and it is essential that as much 
of the nation as possible is able 
to share in its success. The 
RSC will now perform more 
plays, in more places, to more 
people, making us truly a 
theatre for the whole nation." 


The company’s new season will 
present more of its work outside 
Stratford-upon-Avon and Lon- 
don than ever before. 

The RSC announced some 
time ago thaL it would be axing 
its London operation at the Bar- 
bican Theatre in the summer 
from this year, and only play the 
winter months in London, with 
annual seasons in Plymouth 
and Newcastle upon Tyne as 



Wide horizons: Adrian Noble, 
artistic director of the RSC 

well as playing the whole year 
at Stratford. 

But this week the company 
will announce a much larger 
than expected touring schedule, 
which ranges from Belfast and 
Glasgow to Macclesfield. War- 
rington, Whitley Bay and 
Rotherham. 

The extent of the touring op- 
eration has come as a surprise. 


and is part of Mr Noble's grow- 
ing conviction that a national 
company must live up to its 
name by getting out of London. 

Even during its two year do- 
sure, the Royal Opera House 
will be presenting most perfor- 
mances by the Royal Opera and 
RoyaJ Ballet at alternative Lon- 
don venues. All three venues 
chosen by the Royal Ballet will 
be in London. 

The Royal Opera has chosen 
four different locations, all in 
London, with a visit for just one 
night to Birmingham, and one 
Benjamin Britten operetta 
opening in his home county of 
Suffolk, and another production 
premiering at the Edinburgh 
Festival. 

The English National Opera 
does not perform outside Lou- 
don at all, and the National 
Theatre has 15 weeks of tour- 
ing for selected productions, but 
no annual seasons at provincial 
venues. 

The RSC. meanwhile, will 
open its month long season in 
Newcastle in September, and 
launches its brand new Ply- 
mouth season in October with 
the transfer of Stratford pro- 
ductions including Honda with 
Alex Jennings, Cymbeline with 
Joanne Pearce, and Tennessee 
Williams’s Cammo Real starring 
Susannah York. 

But at the same time a new 
circuit of venues from Darling- 
ton in the North-east to Poole 
in the South-west will receive a 


new production of Cyrano De 
Bergerac starring Antony Sher. 
Also in the autumn, Henry V 
with Michael Sheen will play at 
venues including The Barbican 
in London, Glasgow, Canter- 
bury and HuH A tour of Romeo 
and Juliet , directed by Michael 
Attenborough, will tour leisure 
centres across the UK in the 
RSC’s mobile auditorium. 

• As well as taking productions 
nationwide, the RSC’s educa- 
tion department will work with 
20,000 teachers and young peo- 
ple in 60 towns across the UK. 

The creation of an annual 
tour to mid-scale theatre venues 
allied to the first RSC season in 
Plymouth, w fll make the com- 
pany available to more people 
than ever before. Its work will 
be accessible to 74 per cent of 
Great Britain wi thin a 45- 
minute drive of their homes. In 
England, RSC productions will 
be accessible to 81.5 per cent of 
thepopulation. 

The RSC is also following the 
rock’n’roll route by extending its 
touring abroad. It is currently 
playing in Delhi and in Auck- 
land, New Zealand. The com- 
pany will shortly announce 
plans to take productions to 
New York and Washington. 

The first new-look London 
season w31 run from November 
1997 to May 1998. The Baibi- 
can Theatre is currently being 
refurbished and during the 
RSC’s summer absence it will 
be host to the Royal Opera. 



Share bonus payday on 21st April 1997 


Savings 
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£500- 

£2,499 

£2,500- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000- 

£49,999 
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£99,999 
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Direct Line 

Instant Access Account 

4.50% 

4.50% 

4.50% 

5.00% 

5.60% 

5.75% 

6.00% 

6.10% 

Alliance & Leicester 
Instant Access Account 

m 

2.45% 

2.50% 

2.55% 

2.60% 

2.70% 

2.70% 

2.70% 


Mortgage example of £80,000 repayable over 25 years (300 monthly pay m e n t s ). 


Mortgages 

. APR „ 
(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
(After tax relief) 

Monthly saving 
with Direct Line 

Total 

payable 

Direct Line 

6.5% 

£508.22 

- 

£158,805 

Alliance & Leicester 

7.7% 

£557.82 

£49.60 

£176,416 

APR] based on Standard Variable Rate Repayment mortgages, correct at 14th April 1997. Source: Mooeytxcts. 

MIRAS has been calculated under current tu legislation which may alter. 
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with up to five other people for even higher rates, but still keep your accounts separate. 

We’ve got a great mortgage rate too. Better still we pay your 
legal fees 1- when you transfer your existing mortgage, and 
you get a free valuation. (We don’t charge early redemption, 
arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees either). 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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The issue emerged after 
John Kellett, a consultant ger- 
iatrician in south , London, 
revealed details of acase where 
a patient was sedated without 
his consent 

The patient, a 91-year-old 
widower, had become hypo- 
manic and was not in a fit state 
to return from hospital to his 

residential hornet 

The man refused treatment 
and rather than give him a 
forced tranquilliser injection, Dr 
Kellett asked a nursing sister - 


the only member of staff trust- 
ed by the patient- to give him 
a tranquilliser, disguised in a cop 
of tea. 

The patient was told of the 
action tne next day and agreed 
it had been appropriate. How- 
ever, on the orders of the chief 
nurse, the nursing sister was 
suspended. She has now 
returned to work after a period 
of depressive illness resulting 
from the disciplinary action. 

In a letter. Dr Kellett, said: 
“I did not give the patient his 


drugged tea myself because he 
would, not have accepted it 
from me; the nurse concerned 
naturally hetitated when I asked 
her to give hand I foolishly as- 
sured her that I would take full 
responsibility." Yesterday he 
spoke of his angerat the way die 
nursing sister had been treated. 

“I think she should be given 
a formal apology . and 
compensation for the damage 
caused to her,” be said. “The 
nurse is still at work but if any- 
body refuses medication she 


becomes extremely anxious." 

No action has been taken 
against Dr Kellett, Last night 
Stuart Horner, chairman of 
the British Medical Associa- 
tion’s ethics committee, criti- 
cised hospital managers for 
the way they had handled the 
case. “What concerns us is that 
managers saw fit to deal whh the 
two groups of staff separately. 
We really must treat ail health- 
care professionals alike. To go 
for (he easytaiget sounds to vac 
typical of managers,” he said. 



Leading lady: Susannah York, as she appears on the front cover of the Royal Shakespeare Company’s new season programme. 
She is starring in Tennessee Williams’ Camino Real as die company alms to visit 29 of Britain’s towns and cities 


Heart swap was 
morally wrong 
says mother 


The mother of a boy who suf- 
fered crippling brain damage af- 
ter a hean transplant operation 
told the High Court in London 
yesterday that she had deep- 
seated spiritual objections to 
organ transplantation. 

Matthew Pbynter. 10, suf- 
fered severe brain damage dur- 
ing the operation at Harefield 
hospital in west London near- 
ly 10 years ago. His mother. Un- 
da Poynter, told the court: “Just 
because we can do something, 
it doesn't mean it is right to do 
it, especially in the medical 
field ... when they cloned a 
sheep, there was outrage." 

Mis Poynter, and her hus- 
band, Kevin, who live in Bed- 
fordshire. are suing Hillingdon 
Health Authority for damages, 
claiming doctors failed to warn 
them ofthe brain damage risk. 

Mrs Poynter. who accuses the 
hospital of “bullying" her and 
her husband, an osteopath, into 
consenting to the transplant 
despite their spiritual objec- 
tions, agreed she would have 
been “delighted" if the opera- 
tion had gone well. “But l 
would still feel uneasy in myself 
Transplants are wrong. This is 


something I feel deeply inside," 
she said. 

The health authority says the 
risk of major brain damage was 
so small - less than one per cent 
- that it had no legal duty to give 
a warning and that, in any event, 
a warning was given in this case. 

Matthew’s new heart, trans- 
planted by Sir Magdi Yacoub in 
December 1987, is still healthy, 
but the brain damage he sus- 
tained while being prepared 
for the operation has left him 
totally crippled. 

Mrs Poynter agreed with 
Philip Havers QC, for the 
health authority, that she even- 
tually overcame her objections. 

“I couldn't find a reason to say 
no," she said. “I wanted to say 
no, but the decision was for 
Matthew." But had st le been 
told of the brain damage risk - 
even a one per cent risk - she 
would have refused-consent. 

'Mr Havers asked how it 
could have been in her son’s 
interests to deny him the chance 
of several years of life. Mrs 
Poynter replied: “I did not 
believe Matthew bad that very 
good Chance. He was a very rick 
boy." The case continues. 



If we're faster 
and cheaper than the 
AA or RAC 
why join them? 


When your car lets you down. 
Green Flag won't. On average, we rescue 
our members . in just 35 minutes 7 
And if we're not with you in less than 
one hour, you can claim £10 back. 
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news 


rare bird squad 


g sthefu «* , h 

FratheB are being used to £ 
build up a DNA data base Di 
^ faelp conv Kt thieves Wi 

S^ s SSS^ preyandegEs * 

. The information wil] be used thj 
m random vesting, allowing ha 
pohce to accurately identify for pn 
the first tone where and when th' 
protected buds such as merlins, co 

P«egnne falcons and goshawks 

were taken. m 

“We know who are taking sol 

Why being 
atarget 
could be 

only hope 
for rarest 
bird 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

A rescue plan was launched yester- 
day to help ensure the survival of the 
black grouse which is suffering one 
of the fastest rates of decline of any 
British bird species. 

The grouse, which is twice the size 
of the smaller and much more 
abundant red grouse, is stm legally 
shot for sport in some parts of the 
country. 

But the very fact that they are still 
a target could help to save them, ar- 
gues the Game Conservancy Coon- 

Numbers have halved since 1989 
and there are now about 6300 males 
left in Britain. 

At dawn yesterday, 24 of them 
were competing with each other to 
win females at one of their traditional 
“leklring” sites in Landgon Beck on 
the North Pennine moorlands in 
County Durham. 

The males, in foil breeding 


them and this is the kind of 
proof we need to clinch 
convictions,” said PC Steve 
Downing, wildlife officer with 
Wfest Yorkshire Police. “It is very 
difficult to detect and then 
prosecute' these dedicated 
thieves. Up until now we have 
had to rely on blood samples to 
prove the origin of the birds and 
these are very difficult to 
collect,*' he added. 

“This new information win be 
used to prove that chicks being 
sold as captive-bred are in fact 


wiki birds. We will actually be 
able to pinpoint the nesting she 
and the young bird's parents. 

. . “This is & major break-' 
through and when we have 
pied and tested the schemer it. 
will have a huge impact on the 
bird population of this country. 
All we really need now is 
custodial sentencing and £ 
believe we could almost wipe 
out this cruel trade.” 

The extent of loss and suf- 
fering among birds of prey was 
very serious, he - said. In the 


Keighley and Calderdale police 
divisions alone last year all the 
young merlins bred in the wild 
were lost and all the peregrine 
falcons except for a lone chick. 
Goshawks suffered significant 
losses and out of 12 nesting pairs 
of beri harriers, only four young 
birds survived. 

Fbather samples will be taken 
by licensed ringers, the Peak, 
South Pennine and Sorbybreck 
Raptor groups who visit the 
nests to ring young birds. 
Dropped feathers from the nest 


will provide the source of the 
DNA. 

David Parkin, a geneticist 
at Nottingham University, 
carried out the work to enable 
a comprehensive data base to 
be built up using DNA samples 
from feathers. - 
' The scheme is being pfioted 
by police forces in Greater 
Manchester, Lancashire, Der- 

r re and Yorkshire during 
year's breeding season 
before going nationwide. 

It has die financial backing of 


the Royal Society for the Pro- 
tection of Birds and the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment as well as Yorkshire 
Water, North West Water, the 
Severn Trent Water Company 
and the Environmental 
Research and Wildlife Devel- 
opment Agency. 

■ A nation-wide survey by the 
British Trust for Ornithology has 
disclosed that during the past 25 
years, populations of some of 
our best-loved garden birds, 
including the omnipresent 


greenfinch and bullfinch, have 
fallen. The bullfinch has de- 
clined by 57 percent during this 
period with average brood sizes 
being among the lowest ever 
recorded for the species. It is 
now on the BTO's high alert list 

The greenfinch is now ranked 
as a low alert bird after an 
increase in the number of nests 
lost containing eggs. 

The reason tor the decline of 
the birds is closely linked to a 
change in farming methods. 
The RSPB strongly believes 




that an increase in the use ot 
herbicides and the "grubbing 
up” of hedgerows have drasti- 
cally reduced the birds' natur- 
al habitat and food supplies. A 
lot of farmland birds visit 
gardens, so the decline has u 
direct spill-over to the urban 
bird table. 

The BTO's Nest Record 
Scheme has been running Tor 
ahnil 61) years, the longest in the 
world arid during the past ill 
years nest finders have recorded 
"more than 3U.IKXI each year. 
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the valley with their low, burbling 
song. 

They face up to each other at the 
lek, dash forwards and leap high in 
the air, fluaeringfuriously. The one 
who puts up the most impressive per- 
formance and sees off most rivals 
wins the most females^ . fr- • 








'*•! ’Hg, 




r-JL * fc . 


Courting couple: Blade grouse preparing to mate In the North Pennines after the male had seen off rivals at the ‘toMting* ritual 


frogi all; pf southern England and 


there are only about 150 males in 
Wales. Some 400 are thought to sur- 
vive mthrirEngH^ stronghold m the 
North Petmines,with the great bulk 
of their numbers in Scotland. ' 
They need good quality moorland 
with a mixture of low shrubs, heather 


and grass providing plant food and 
insects for adults and vulnerable 
chicks. And they need woodland to 
provide , other parts of diet, , and 
shelter in winter. They are birds of 
the moorland fringe. 

The greatest threat to their sur- 


vival is thought to be the degrade- the Protection of Birds and the 
tion of their habitat, caused mainly Ministry of Defence have combined 
by overgrazing by sheep - which is to create a three-year recovery pro- 
encouraged % European Union ject which wfl] research and demon- 
subsidies. spate methods of land management 

The Game Conservancy Trust, which boost black grouse numbers. 
English Nature, the Royal Society for Three army ranges in the region 


will be used as well as private land. 

Julian Murray-Evansof the Game 
Conservancy Trust said although 
there was a voluntary moratorium on 
black grouse shooting in England, 
some were still killed on estates 
where the right kind of land man- 




Photograph: Laurie Campbell 

agemeni kept the population healthy 
and stable. 

“The possibility of shooting them 
if their numbers recover gives 
landowners an incentive to do the 
things which the black grouse 
needs,” he said. 
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This is 

NO ORDINARY 

current account 




Don't settle for token interest from your existing 
current account 

Switch to the Alliance Account from Alliance Sc Leicester 
and you will earn up to 3.0% gross p.a. when you are in credit 
As you can see from our commitment to 24 hour service, low 
overdraft rates and our offer of £30 added to your balance, 
the Alliance Account is no ordinary current account 

Switching is simple 

- We will even help with the paperwork to make switching 
your account easy. For more details and an application form, 
complete and return the coupon below or call us FREE on 
0500 95 95 95 now, quoting reference NIC 


a m 




NatWest - Current Phis 
(oute T9OT. AHratn 



i quoted on ludmw of £S0M «r t 


Please send me more information about the Affiance Account from 
Affiance & Leicester. (Please use BLOCK CAPITALS.) 


Credit interest of up to 3.0% gross p-a. 

24 hour telephone banking, 365 days a year 

■ * Low overdraft rates of 0.76% per month 

■“* f XAP 9.S0* variable ) with no monthly fee or set up charge 

Access to your money through around 350 branches, 

° 20,000 Post Offices and over 9,000 LINK cash machines 

-33 Plus, we’ll add £30 to your balance when you open and 
fund your account 


Call FREE 0500 95 95 95 


Mr/Mrs/Nflss/Ms 

Initials 

A^rlratt 



Pnororte 

Td. No. fHome) 

(Wtrt) 


Date of birth 



Are you an Alliance & Leicester customer? EU Yes "C No 

Return ter. ■ ALLIANCE 

AKaoce&t LeiteSMrBuacflng Society, "5“ | FlfF^TTFP 
FREEPOST (LS948X Leeds LS2&AL 


No ordinary current account 


OFFER! 


FREE . 

LEATHER CASE 
AND POWER I 
CHARGER WITH THE | 
PANASONIC G350. | 

• Wfeighs 198g Jj 

• Talkticne of 80 minutes « 

• SMS and data compatible Fj 

• Connect to new g jS 

RMMFBKE- tariffs — - if 
inclusive calls for life! |yj 
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((April special 
offers from 
Britain’s BIGGEST 
specialist m 


OFFER 2 


DIGITAL PACKAGE 
-JUST £19959:-. 

12 months line rental 
180 minutes inclusive calls 
Connection to Vodafone 
Choice of phones (including 
NEC, Nokia, Motorola and Alcatel) 
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H £19.99 



£264.99 I £199.99 


TOTAL 

TOTAL SAVING £65.00 
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182 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 

C \I.i I. S NOW FOR NEAREST STORK. TO PLACE 

V\ ORDP.R OR FOR A 1KF.F. INFORMATION PACK 

0800 *10 * 11*12 
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What day was that then? 

Rovers have always cost less than most people think. Take the Rover 214 shown here. A sure footer! 
agile, elegant Rover for just £,9,995* on the road. 

Call 0345 186 186 for details, or visit your local Rover dealer. 
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★ MANUFACTURE** 



DEO RETAIL PRICE. MODEL SHOWN ROVER 214 £ *[q« pRtc£ relax. 
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Life in space: False cofoin* racBo Images of the M82 galaxy captured by Merlin (Multi- Element FTac&o- Linked Interferometer), a set of radkrtelescopes across Britain. On the left, the sheiMike cloud of rapidly 
expanding gases left from a supernova. On the right, the galaxy itself 10 million light years away. The bright points are the supemovae - stars which have exploded In the last 1,000 years. 

Ulster peace in flames: 48 churches, 71 
schools put to the torch in 16 months 


David McKfttrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


In the early hours yesterday Seamus 
Armstrong, who last year retired 
after 31 years as a fire officer, found 
himself m a graveyard with his two 
sons, racing up a MD towards his pfare 
of worship. 

When they reached it the little 
church looked quite normal from the 
outside, but inside was a different sto- 
ry. Itoo major fires had been started, 
the main one on the altar. They had 
burnt themselves our when the Arm- 
strong arrived, but the interior of the 
church was ruined. 

Early yesterday, standing with oth- 
er shattered, distressed parishioners 
in the car park in an atmosphere of 
weary helplessness, Seamus Ann- 
strong related what happened. 

“The housekeeper rang our house 


at about 25 to one and I and my two 
. sons came over. We were just mak- 
ing our way in whenthe fire brigade 
arrived,” he said. 

The church was that airtight that 
it was completely burnt out, but the 
heat in h was colossal. ' 

“It’s completely gutted -pews, ceil- 
ing. the whole lot, all singed and 
scorched, heat and smoke damaged. 
The lead on most of the hew windows 
melted. They're only in a year - the 
.nameplates of the donors were just 
put up there on Holy Saturday.” 

St Peter's Catholic church at 
Stoueyford, Co Antrim, had just 
joined the long list of lost buddings 
that lave fallen victim to sectarian ar- 
son. The tradition of torching “the 
other side’s” premises goes back 
decades, but is now .reaching new 
peaks. 

Since the beginning of Iasi year, ac- 



FrDeonotMcGangian surveying damaga at St feta's Phctogaph: Pacemaker 


cording to Royal Ulster Constabulary 
statistics, there have been fire attacks 
on 48 places of worship, 71 schools 
and 44 halls. Most of the targets have 
been Catholic premises. The rate of 


attacks is running at around 10 a 
month - so many that the fire brigade 
is issuing special leaflets advising 
churches on howto cope. 

Seamus Armstrong described how 


the loyalist arsonists had gone about 
their business. He said: “Somebody 
dropped them off on the road, and 
they went up through the graveyard. 
It was drizzling and you could sec the • 
footprints. They broke in through the 
door with a jemmy-bar, went up to the 
altar, sprayed it with a fire acceler- 
ant and lit iL They left four plastic con- 
tainers, two of them in the altar, which 
mehed. They started another fire near 
the door, then they dosed the door 
and locked it again.” 

The present church was built in the 
1970s, but a Catholic church has stood 
on the site for 200 years. Nearby 
gravestones date as far back as 1795. 
The site now holds the church, a hall 
and a primary school. The ball has 
been attacked only once, but the 
school was blown up in the 1970s. It 
now consists of a series of mobile 
classrooms, every window covered 


with stout steel grilles, because the 
mobiles have themselves been 
attacked three times in the last five 
years. 

Michael McGarrity, chairman of 
the parish council stood in the school 
and said: “It makes me sad. sad. Ifs 
fear, people just have fear. 1 think as 
individuals we aD have to try to do 
something, large or small to foster 
better community relations. You have 
to try to do something, you have to 
keep on going, keep on trying, but it's 
very difficult to know what to do.” 

The headmistress, determinedly 
cheerful had her classroom of five- 
year-olds sing a cheerful song for him. 
Their open smiling fares, free of wor- 
ry and fear, showed that they have 
been well protected from the sectar- 
ian storms raging through Stoncyfonl 
and so many other parts of Northern 
Ireland. 


news 

A star is 
born as 
a galaxy 
dies, 10m 
years ago 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


These arc images of stars dying 
in a nearby galaxy -and in the 
process, providing the building 
blocks for new stars and plan- 
ets. They may also give clues 
about how the earliest galaxies 
in the universe were formed. 

Using radiotelescopes dis- 
tributed around the UK, British 
astronomers have built up the 
pictures of MS2, a “starbursl" 
galaxy just 10 million light 
years away in which stars have 
formed at an enormous Rite but 
have now reached the end or 
their lives and become super- 
novae. 

The study of supemovae. 
which bum at a terrific rate be- 
fore throwing off most of their 
mass in a cosmic explosion, is 
important for the study of 
galaxy formation, according to 
Tom Muxlow, who led the re- 
search at Jodrcll Bank for the 
University of Manchester. 

Dr Muxlow said: “As a galaxy 
forms there's a burst of star 
formation in which a vast num- 
ber of stars are created. We're 
trying to understand how that 
occurs." 

“Slarburst” galaxies like MS2 
arc uncommon among nearby 
galaxies, but when the universe 
was only about n-billion years 
old - less than a tenth of its pre- 
sent age - mast galaxies were 
undergoing rapid bursts of star 
formation like this. 

So Tar the team from Man- 
chester has identified the rem- 
nants of 5H supemovae which 
have exploded m the past 1.000 
years. 

"We would like to understand 
the rate and period over which 
stars form,” said Dr Muxlow*. 

By combining the latest data 
with pictures from the Hubble 
Deep Reid spare telescope, 
which shows very early galaxy 
formation, they could build a 
clear idea of the true age. and 
size of the universe. 
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Business on the Internet-, all potential, no performance, right? With a company 
that’s growing at a rate of 3,000% per year, Jeff Bezos couldn't disagree more. He’s CEO 
and founder of Amazon.com, the world’s largest and most prosperous on-line bookstore. 
“The Internet can help you gain or lose a lot of customers very quickly” says Jeff. 
So he hooked up with DIGITAL. “Ifs critical to work with a computer company that 
has experience helping ‘ “The Internet can mean people do business 

the fast lane 

on the net,* he says. “Ifs for your business also nice that DIGITAL 

or the highway to hell. 

. has It all depends on who you hook up with.” the 

world’s widest range of high performance servers.” To support its rapid growth, 
Amazon.com has upgraded its DIGITAL AlphaServer™ 2000 series to two DIGITAL 
AlphaServer 8400s, ideal for high growth corporations. “We’re using AlphaServer systems 
to run our key on-line electronic commerce systems as well as our entire range of back 
office and financial applications,” Bezos says. The fact is, DIGITAL has lots of ways to help 

you transform Internet potential into Internet profits— Blazing 
servers, network components, proven expertise plus world- 
class AltaVista™ Internet business software. Everything 
you need to. make Internet profits a lot less ■virtual To make the DIGITAL edge your own, 
call us today on 0800 393 200, e-mail moreinfo@digrtal.com or visit us at wtm.digital.com 
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Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

and Nicholas Schoon 


Britain will ignore yesterday’s 
European Union vote for deep 
cuts in fishing catches until the 
problem of quota-hopping , is 
been resolved, John Major said 
.yesterday. 

“1 have not a shred of in- 
tention of cutting the British 
catch unless and until we have 
a satisfactory agreement on 
quota-bopping,” aid Mr Major, 


minutes after EU fisheries min- 
isters voted 13-2 for cuts of up 
to in fishing effort to save 

threatened stocks. 

He repeated that Britain un- 
der the Tories would block 
agreement at the final Intergov- 
ernmental Conference (IGC) 
talks m Amsterdam in June if its 

dispute over foreign quota-hop- 
ping vessels was not resolved. 
The Labour leader, Tony 

Blair countered the Prime Min- 
ister’s attack on the Luxemburg 
vote saying; “A Labour gov- 


ernment would get a better 
deal for the British fishing in- 
dustry. In my view Mickey 
Mouse would get a better deal 
th an this lot.” 

Gavin Strang, Labour’s agri- 
cultural spokesman, said: “We 
don’t rule oul refusing to agree 
the conclusions of the IGC if 
these conriusions do Dot address 
the quota-hopping problem.” 

Mr Major said: “It is not right 
for this country to move down 
a more centralist European 
route with more decisions tak- 


en in Brussels, perhaps against 
the interests and instincts of the 
British by the Qualified Majority 
\foting of our partners. That is 
noton offer from the British at 
the IGC" 

British fishing leaders chal- 
lenged Mr Blair to commit 
Labour to blocking the IGC 
talks on the future of Europe un- 
less Britain’s EU partners agree 
to outlaw quota hopping. 

Barrie ueas, chief executive 
of the National Association of 
Fishermen’s Organisations, 


said: “The Conservatives say 
they will block the IGC and ob- 
viously with the possibility of an 
incoming Labour gove rnmen t 
we want the same level of com- 
mitment.’’ 

Alec Smith, of the Scottish 
White Fish Producers’ organi- 
sation, said: “This issue is seri- 
ous enough to alter votes in the 
election: We are faring a major 
problem and I would say that 
without a commitment from 
Labour every bit as strong as the 
one we have today received 


from, the Conservatives then 
vote for file Tbries”. 

Tony Baldly, the fisheries 
minister, was outvoted when a 
majority of EU ministers 
backed conservation plans re- 
quiring cats ofup to 30 per cent 
in fleets fishing the most en- 
dangered spedes, Altboughhe 
rook pact in the discussions 
and, according to the Dutch EU 
presidency, did not malm any 
reference to quota-hopping 
during a morning of negotia- 
tions, he rinoged to deda retbe 


outcome was “irrelevant” to 
Britain. "The UK is amply not 
prepared- to contemplate any 
further cuts in the fishing fleet 
until the issue of quota bopping 
is resolved,” be said. 

His defiance could leave 
. Britain open to prosecution in 
the European Court Qnma 
Bo run o, the EU fisheries com- 
missioner, said she had always 
taken the UK to be a law-abid- 
ing nation. “We have tokens 
decision now, I expect Britain 
to comply with it”. 


Opponents 
exploit Tory 
splits over 


currency 


Anthony Bovins 

Political Editor 


Continuing Conservative splits 
over Europe were yesterday 
exploited by Tory Blair, who 
said that if John Major was re- 
elected, the Tories would fight 
“like ferrets in a sack." 

But Mr Major said that 
Dame Angela JRumbold, a Con- 
servative Party vice-chairman 
and the latest candidate to defy 
the leadership line on the Eu- 
ropean single currency, was not 
a member of the Government. 

“Like every other back- 
bencher she is entitled to ex- 
press her views on an issue 
which may or may not. may or 
may not, come to fruition in un- 
known circumstances at an un- 
known time," the Prime 
Minister said. . . - ;< 

Dame Angela, who is de- 
fending the higbly-marginal 
Labour targefof Mitcham and 
Mocden, dismissed all criti- 
cism. 

Michael Heseltine, Deputy 
Prime Minister, told his party’s 
daily election press conference: 
“We are not going to conduct 
a witch-hunt - to borrow a 
phrase from the Labour Party 
- to the views of individual can- 
didates." 

But when Peter Ulley, the 


he could imagine circumstances 
in which he would back a sin- 
gle currency, he said: “I have 
such a fertile imagination, I can 
imagine almost anything." 

Paddy Ashdown, the liber- 
al Democrat leader, said the 
Conservative Party was now at 
war with itself. “Be in no doubt 
this is the begmnin^ of the 
break-up of the Conservative 
Party," he said, "that’s what we 
are seeing, it’s ceasing to be a 
coherent and cohesive party 


that's able to follow through a 
coherent policy. 

“Whatever your views about 
Britain's interests in Europe, a 
party at war with itself cannot 
prosecute those interests 
effectively.” 

Mr Ashdown said Mr Major 
was the captain left alone on the 
bridge of a sinking ship, and for- 
mer Tory MP Emma Nicholson 
- who switched to the Liberal 
Democrats during the last Par- 
liament - Kkened Dame Angela 
to a “loose cannon” on the deck 
of foe same sinking vesseL 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, preferred at his 
press conference to cite foe 
views of Edwina Currie, a Con- 
servative candidate, who told 
the BBC radio Today pro- 
gramme: “It's a bit odd if poli- 
cy is being madq by candidates . 
now and not by foe people I 
, thought were responsible for 
policy, which was"the‘ Prime 
Minister and foe Cabinet.” 

But Mr Blair told Labour’s 
daity press conference: “No-one 
knows where the Government 
stands. No one even knows 
where government ministers 
stand." 

Mr Blair said that as far as 
Labour was concerned, there 
was “no insuperable constitu- 
tional barrier” to joining up to 
a angle currency, provided it 
was the right thing to do in 
British interests, and bad the 
support of a referendum 

That was not the case with the 
Conservatives, he warned. “You 
focus for a moment on what 
would happen if these Tbriesget 
re-elected," Mr Blair said. 
“They’d be like ferrets in a sack: 
they’d be tearing each other 
part” Decision would not be tak- 
en on the basis of national in- 
terest. “Every angle decision 
would be according to foe state 
of play of the factions." 
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Battle bus: Dame Angela Rumbold on tiie campaign trail in her Mitcham and Morden constituency 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Fanners demand head of Hogg 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Douglas Hogg is likely to face 
the chop after the general elec- 


tee chop after the general elec- 
tion following a meeting yes- 
terday between hostile formers 
in west Devon and John Major 
who was told that the Minister 
of Agriculture’s head would be 


teeprice for their support 
The minister has been hide 


The minister has been hidden 
from view by Tory campaign 
strategists who realised a high- 
profile for Mr Hogg would be 
a disaster for foe lories in foe 
election. Mr Majors aides said 
last night that it was unlikely he 
would be dismissed from foe 


Cabinet if the Tories were re- 
elected, but he could be moved. 

The Major camp pointed out 
that Mr Hogg is a strong sup- 
porter of Mr Major - his wife, 
Sarah, was foe head of Mr Ma- 
jor’s Downing Street policy unit 
before she was given a peerage 
by tee Prime Minister. 

Mr Hogg’s head has been de- 
manded repeatedly by the fann- 
ers for his handling of tee beef 
crisis and the minister is 
understood to have offered his 
resignation, but it was refused 
tty Mr Majorwho has continued 
to blame tee European partners 
for refusing to lift the ban on ex- 
ports of British beeL 


Mr Major's support for Mr 
Hogg has not stopped the min- 
ister and his trademark - a 
brown fedora - becoming a 
hate figure for tee farmers, 
natural Tory supporters, who 
have seen their livelihoods 


threatened with bankruptcy as 
promises to have tee ban lifted 


were broken. 

Mr Major braved a meeting 
with tee formers at Thvistock 
cattle market yesterday and in 
a private session in one of the 
auction pens is understood to 
have lea the fanners in no 
doubt teat Mr Hogg would be 
replaced. 

Ian Pettyfer. the chairman of 


Devon National timers’ 
Union, said: “I made it dear that 
a lot of fanners have lost con- 
fidence in the mmistzy team and 
in one person in particular. I 
didn’t name him, but every- 
body knew I was talking about 
Mr Hogg. 

“The thought of Hogg being 
brought tack win worry quite a 
lot of fanners. The Prime Min- 
ister made it dear he would start 
afresh with a new team and 
adopt a hands-on approach to 
the agriculture mirustry.” 

John Dawe, chairman of tee 
local branch of the NFU, said: 
“If we think that tee Minister 
of Agriculture is staying we 


will not vote Conservative." 
Fanner Martin Howlett, 36, 
made a one-man protest about 
the ban on British beet He has 
a herd of 200 cattle and said he 
was faced with bankruptcy. 

“I have always voted Con- 
servative but I have very serious 
doubts' this time. I don’t think 
I wiQ vote in this ejection. I don’t 
have faith in tee way they have 
handled it,” Mr Howlett said. 

He would not vote Liberal 
Democrat, he said, and voting 
Labour was out of the question, 
so he is planning to abstain and 
he warns teat many other form- 
ers were also thinking of 
abstaining. 


Dobson 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


insists water firms repair customers’ leaks free 

jxpeaed to set up hotlines to as possible after election day, charge. They would have to pre- legislation to change this -but John Rayner, ma n a ging di- metering households which use 
which customers could report and seek consensus on tackling sent their plans at the meeting, it is confident they will comply, rector of the Tendring Hun- a lot of water. Labour, howev- 


Within days of being elected, a 
Labour government would de- 
mand that water companies of- 
fer free leak-repair services to 
all their customers, the party’s 
environment spokesman, Frank 
Dobson, said yesterday. 

All tee companies would be 


expected to set up hotlines to 
which customers could report 
leaking supply pipes, dripping 
taps and overflowing toilets. 

The companies will be sum- 
moned to a “drought busting" 
summit meeting with minis- 
ters, foe water industry regula- 
tors and representatives of 
consumer and environmental 
groups. It would be held as soon 


as possible after election day, 
and seek consensus on tackling 
this year’s looming drought and 
any future ones. 

But yesterday Mr Dobson, a 
persistent critic of the privatised 
water industry, said he expect- 
ed the companies to start work 
now on an “immediate crash 


programme" to mend leaks 
from customers' pipes free of 


charge. They would have to pre- 
sent their plans at the meeting. 
The companies would not be al- 
lowed to take extra water from 
boreholes or rivers if the 
drought worsened unless they 
bad implemented such plans. 

There is no legal obligation 
on water companies to repair 
customers' leaks and Labour 
has no plans for immediate 


legislation to change this - but 
it is confident they will comply. 

Yesterday Thames Water, 
Britain’s largest water compa- 
ny which also has the highest 
leakage rate from its mams, 
said: “We’d have to look at ex- 
actly wbat they say if they’re 
elected ... But we've got a big 
enough job to do on foe leaks 
in our own mains pipes.” 


died water company in Essex, 
said: “I don’t think companies 
will have difficulty in competing 
with this proposal.” His compa- 


counhy, has the lowest leakage 
rate and has not had arty 
hosepipe bans in living memo- 
ry. But it does have a policy of 


metering households which use 
a lot of water. Labour, howev- 
er. is strongly opposed to com- 
pulsory metering. 

“Selective water metering is . 
the sensible way forward - it has 
to be," Mr Rayner said. Ofwat 
also said the best way of de- 
tecting snail leaks was to install 
meters, which can pick up foe 
continuous escape of water. 


Hamilton 

balks 

Bell with 

legal 

threat 


Jojo Moyes 


Martin BelL the prosp«»ve 
independent candidate wrTU- 
ton, ml his first electoral hur- 
dle yesterday when he was 
forced to postponehisoomJ- 
nation because of legal threats 
over calling himself tee “anu- 
co eruption" candidate. 

Mr Bell was supposed to be 

outlining his policies yesterday 
ev enin g. Instead, he found him- 
self revealing at a press con- 
ference that Neil Hamilton, 
tee former Tory constituency 
MP at the centre of “casb-for- 
questions" allegations, had 

“thrown his lawyers" at him, af- 
ter Mr Bell was advised by foe 
returning officer that describing 
himself as an “onti-comiption" 
candidate could leave him open 
to a legal challenge. 

Brian Longden. acting re- 
turning officer and chief exec- 
utive of Macclesfield Borough 
Council, said: “1 pointed out to 
him [Mr Bell] that his nomina- 
tion was a good one. I’ve also 
pointed out the right of other 
candidates to inspect nomina- 
tion papers and object and, in 
the light of that information. 
Bell just indicated to me 
teat be will consider the issue 
afresh before formally submit- 
ting his nomination papers." 

Mr Hamilton, at a hastily 
arranged press conference a 
week to the day and on tee same 
site of tee “battle of Knutsford 
Heath”, declined to say whether 
he had prompted Mr Longden’s 
comments. “1 can't disclose the 
contents of any discussion that 
I might have had privatefy with 
the returning officer,” Mr 
Hamil ton said. 

But at the town hall earlier, 
both candidates spent more 
than three times foe time usu- 


ally allotted for nominations in 
talks with Mr Lonedeh. Mr 


talks with Mr Longdeh. Mr 
Hamilton, whose own nomina- 


tion went through without a 
hitch, said that if Mr Bell were 


hitch, said that if Mr Bell were 
allowed to stand under that la- 
bel and his own electoral 
chances were subsequently 
found to have been prejudiced 
as a result, then it raised the pas- 
sib^ of IvfrBeB being unseated 
under an electoral review. 

He accused Mr Bell of 
“breaking his promise" not to 
campaign on tee sleaze allega- 
tions, and called for him to 
withdraw from the electoral 
race, echoing Mr Bell's own 
challenge to Mr Hamilton tee 
night before. 

“Mr Bell has obviously be- 
trayed that trust and forfeited 
any right to be a candidate in 
tins election. It’s stifi not too late 
for him to stand down and 
scuttle back to Hampstead 
where he belongs,” Mr Hamil- 
ton said. “If Mr Bell is trying to 
turn his campaign into an ex- 
tension of the Guardian ’s char- 
acter assassination against me 
then be is prostituting him- 
self," he added. 

Mr Bell, in turn, accused Mr 
Hamilton of being the “most 
discredited MP in Parliament", 
and said that the name of his 
party was simply a technicality 
as everyone mew what he was 
standing for. 

He insisted that he would not 
be intimidated, and added: "1 
will file papers in the morning 
having taken legal advice. He 
should know I win not bade 
down.” 


THE CAMPAIGN 


KEY ARGUMENTS 


The day began with the news that Dame 
Angela Rumbold, a Tory party vice-chairman, 

tad spoken out against a singte currency. 

Edwina Currie, the EurophBe Conservative 
candidate and former minister, accused the 
Prime Minister of allowing candidates to set 
policy, 

tn Tatton, the anti-sleaze candidate, Martin 
Safi, postponed handing In his nomination 
papers alter being advised Ws description of 
hfe party in his papers eouW leave him open 
to a legal challenge. 

In Europe. Britain was outvoted as new 
targets for the trawler fleet vwe set in foe 
nans of co nservation. Fishermen's leaders 
immediately wamad Labour to take a strong 

stance on the Issue or risk losing votes. 

Labou r announced plans to set up 
education 'action zones' to tty to boost 
standards In urban areas, and the Liberal 
Democrat criticised the Government for its 
“persistent faftue" to safeguard publlc.health 
and the Interests of consumere end fanners 
over tea continuing BSE crisis. 

Labour's new British bulldog, star of the . 
party’s election broadcast last night, was 
attending a photo-caU yesterday. But David ; 
Bfuikett’s guide dog, Lucy, was less keen to ' 
aftera toe Ume&ght and stayed hidden behind 
tea poSum atLabouris morthg briefing. I- 
T5he s ted up with press conferences,” her . 
owner explained. . . 


Labour and the Liberal Democrats 
sought to capitalise on the 
Conservatives’ growing spQk over 
Europe, with Labour claiming that a 
cSsunited party was unfit to govern. 

However, Michael Heseltine, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, said no action 
would be taken against candidates 
who stepped out of line, echoing 
comments made by Labour's Robin 
Cook two days earlier, 

“We are not going to conduct a 
witch hunt - to borrow a phrase from 
the Labour Party - to the views of 
'"dividual candidates,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Malcolm Rlfldnd, the 
FOfrign Secretary, was attacking the 
Liberal Democrats. They “are, as they 
nave always been, handmaidens of 
sooensm,” he said. 

Peter Liltey, the Social Security 
Secretary, was asked whether he could 
inwglne any circumstances in which 
ha would vote for a single currency, “t 
have such a fertile Imagination I can 
Imagine almost anything," he replied. 

Meanwhile Tbny Blair, who used to 
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^ Yesterday was'a good day V 
for $NP leader Ale* '.-v 
Salmond, who revealed that 
lus mother was considering voting 
far him for the first time. Mary 
Salmond, Who has been a Tory 
siqiparierformocethsibaffa* *_ 
century, fs considering switching 
because she was disgusted by1fo\ 
massive profits of the bosses of 
pri va ti se d utffifies. "As a smaJgas- 
sharehofcier, that example of- • : 
corporate greed was the final Maw ; 
for her;” Mr Salmond said. 
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. if. to could beliead^%^toe V- T.'r 
knafikers.' yardarfter.toe'^e^orv-^i,- 
^ktorrMajw-rrirtagrcJC^ 
"iSsgnjn^ferntera^lkvfes&ck 
; cattle fuariret yesterday: 

-jxomfeed theft support for foe. ^"r*- 
: Consehrative Party In retor^r = ^ 
Hogg’s JwSacLTbiy campEfigrr/. -* i 
. strategists fare so far succeeded ft-: 
• JteepingMr Hogg hidden fronryiew 
-during the campaign. 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


Actor Leo McKern, otherwise 
known as Rumpote of the Bailey, is 
to present the UK Independence 
Party's election broadcast He wiU 
interview the party's leader, Alan Sked, in 
what is described as a “humorous 
performance" to underline their opposition ' 
to the European Union, 


Dafydd Wigley, the Piak! Cymru leader, 

rejected suggestions the party was Bnked 

to groups who launched afire-bombing 
campaign targeted at English-owned 
property in the fete Eighties and early 
Nineties. He said: “1 condemn it without 
reSfirv a»on. We made that very dear when 
me fire-bombing was going on." 




ONE TO REMEMBER 


play in a group called the Ugly 
Humours, had a pledge for the rraisic 

industry: I'll tall you what I’m going to 
do for British rock music - I'm never 
going to play In a band again". 


Labour's best brains have been applying themselves to keeping Britain's best 
brains from emigrating. They have some catchy names far their ideas: a 
’national trust for talent" otherwise known as the National Endowment for 
Science, Technology and the Arts (Nesta) mil promote 'innovation Incubators' 
and tom the 'brain drain’ Into a ‘brain gain’. Gordon Brown, announcing the 
Initiative, said the brains ‘are coming home*. 
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go on 


Kane Coyle ' 

Economics Edito r . . 

In the hope of getting poverty 
on to the political agenda, two 
pressure groups yesterday 
issued election briefings criti- 
cising the Conservatives for the 
extent of inequality and low 
incomes in Britain. 

But they had scant praise for 


One claimed Labour thought 
welfare was undesirable, while 
the' other warned that a mini- 
mum wage set at too high a lev- 
el would cost jobs, while at a 
sensible level it would do little 
to help the low-paid. 

The Child Poverty Action 
Group accused Conservative 
governments since 1979 of a 
“pro-active strategy of in- 
equality'*. It conceded that the 
blame for increasing poverty 
could not be laid entirety at die 
Government’s door, but said 
there: had been nothing in- 
evitable about inequality in- 
creasing dramatically more in 
Britain than other countries. 

The CBAG also noted that 
public opinion favoured more 
spending on universal benefits 
such- as health and education 
but had moved against paying 
higher taxesto benefit the very 
poorest people. ■ 

The view that the tax burden 
ought to fall is“a political, not 
economic, imperative.” ac- 
cording to the report It noted 
that Tbny Blair had spoken of 
the ri£etil;p e fimte at ^fte TjOj- i 
1 dafetfffbfw df^'de^StcfraSy”. j 

EtcffilOycfftnt Totity Airimiite ' 
'^ffludeiftherehadbeenmer- 
it in the Conservatives’ policies 
to make the jobs market more 
flexible bat said Britain was stxB 
unable' to sustain lull eraploy- 
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meat without triggering inflation. 

Without a fresh approach to 
the people at the bottom end of 
the jobs market therewas a risk 
of severe social harm for little 
economic gain, it argued. Whh 
nearly one in five non-pension- 
er households having nobody in 
work, dieap solutions would 
only create more incentives 
for crime and anti-social 
behaviour. 

Both reports catalogue the 
grim extent of low income and 
insecurity. The proportion of 
the population living in pover- 
ty has climbed from 9 per cent 
in 1979 to 25 per cent in 
1993/94, according to the 
CPAG. In the same year near- 
ly a third of households had at , 
least one person claiming an in- 
come-related benefit Privati- 
satron and ghmys in education 
and bousing policy, with tax and 
benefit changes, have tended to 
increase inequality. 

According to the EM, one in 
five families with children has 
no member in work. There are 
840,000 people who have been 
unemployed and looking for 
work -far more than a year. - 

Its report praised the Labour 
and liberal Democrat mani- 
festos for proposals to retrain 
the unemployed and improve 
work incentives. But it warned 
that too high a minim um wage 
would harm the very people ft 
was supposed to help. Above 
£3.75 an hoarh would cost jobs, 
whilebekjwthatitwoulddolit- 
tie to increase incomes or worir 

and poverty. An effective wel- 
fare-to-work package would 
end up coding far more than ei- 
ther Labour or the LibDems 
were sujg^sting. * ; 



Unconvinced: Paddy Ashdown in discussion with Euro-sceptlc locals at the cattle-market in Hatherleigh, Devon 


Photograph: John Voos 


Farmyard bleatings sour Ashdown circle 


Never work with children or 
animals Paddy Ashdown dear- 
ly refuses to accept the dictum. 

Last week, at a farm in the 
Scottish Borders, he was per- 
suaded to make sheep noises to 
make a lamb feel at ease. 

. Undaunted by toe sarcasm 
that this provoked, he 
attempted yesterday to bold 
forth mi the subject of Europe 
in the middle of a cattle mar- 
ket at Hatherleigb in Devon. 

The Europhobe farmers had 
doubtless enlisted the 

Itiacjelr' by 


- Some of his more telling 
points were drowned out by dis- 
approving grunts, bleatings and 
mooings. 

This was another of Mr Ash- 


Barrie Clement on Devon’s rustic welcome for a pro-European 


down’s “open circles” - meet- 
ings oo a particular issue to 
which experts and practitioners 
of all opinions are invited. 

The meeting and an ener- 
getic walkabout in toe market 
served to remind the party 
leader that potential supporters 
in key rural constituencies do 
not necessarily share toe party’s 
enthusiasm for Europe. 

Tbrridge and West Devon is 
heldfry. Emma Nicholson who 
defectedfrom the Tbries but is 
.standiiig^kBVh. 

• TheseaHs now being fought 
by John Burnett, who came a 
dose second to Ms Nicholson 
last time. The Liberal Democ- 
rats would take toe redrawn 
constituency on an estimated 


swing of 2.7 per cent. At the 
open drde Mr Ashdown was 
made aware of strong resistance 
to all things European. 

The Euro-scepticism was not 
confined to the forming 
community. The liberal 
Democrats are generally 
- considered to have a large anti- 
Brussels contingent among 
those who vote for them. 

And during yesterday's visit 
to the West Country, Mr Ash- 
down went to support Nick 
Harvey, the MP forNorth De- 
von, who is considered to har- 


bour the most Europhobe no- 
tions in the parliamentary par- 
ty, along with Liz Lynne, the MP 
for Rochdale. 

In Hatherleigh the open 
circle seemed to be dosed to at 
least two Europhobe farmers, 
one of whom was prevented 
from entering the discussion. 

As Mr Ashdown battled 
manfully against an inadequate 
public address system and 
strongly Europhobe cattle, a 
rubicund Bernard Paxkhouse 
declared his bitter opposition to 
Brussels. 


In stage whispers Mr Park- 
house, a 76-year-old former, 
said: “What is the point in tax- 
payers paying the salaries of all 
those MPs if we are ruled from 
Europe?” 

Accosted by Mr Parkhouse, 
the Liberal Democrat leader 
promised to get bade to him at 
the end of the meeting. But he 
never did. 

Said Mr Parkhouse: “He 
wouldn’t let me speak with him 

[sic].” ■■= " 

. Mr' Harvey voted against 
Maastricht' in the House of 


Commons and yesterday con- 
firmed his opposition to the an- 
gle European currency, even 
though his leader and his par- 
ty are weD disposed towards it 
provided it is endorsed in a na- 
tional referendum. 

Together with Ms Lynne, Mr 
Harvey has had the distinction 
of endorsement by the virulently 
anti-European Referendum 
Party. 

Sir James Goldsmith, the 
party leader, has dedded not to 
put up a candidate against Mr 
Harvey and suggested that elec- 
tors in the north Devon con- 
stipifehcy .should vote Liberal 
Democrat. 


for you 


byAanonymous 


I t wms I'ni/ysi a «“j “““ - 

an eight-day stint in headquarters, 
picking up on enemy releases and 
rebutting them, so that his large ears 
were beetroot red from the tele- 
phone. You could get sick of calling up 
overpaid, lazy hacks (many of them vis- 
cerally hostile in toe first place), and tiy- 


t was Nipper’s day out He’d done 
an eight -day stint in headquarters, 


mg iu umviuw x . 0 

not an issue, but that education was. So 
today, for a treat, he would be back with 

the Candidate's tour. 

Nipper could still get exasperated 
with the piranhas because they patron- 
ised him for his youiE He was 

^searched endogenous 8f^ 

prodigies ran thingS- Nlppcr ™ 

UK pros, side with B.g AJ. A1 did torn- 

JSsait briefings and some of toe biggest 
Phones. T?e rest Mpper nipped m 
diUAnd at first it bad been veiy hard. 

'Saeasssss 


could listen or not. He for his part still 
disliked them. ■ 

Standing at the back of the morning 
press conference, before the buses start- 
ed for the south coast, Nipper watched 
the Candidate along with Mr Brown and 
toe man they called Blind Lemon Blurt- 
kett (because of tfaevay he sangpoliti- 
cal soul) file into the parked room. Two 
weeks ago when all this had started, the 
Candidate had been very nervous. He had 
sweated a lot, fluffed his lines, his an- 


6 He only ever got shit 
on his shoes once; 
after that he knew 
where to walk 9 


■■SSFaJss* 

: beet) Short nd !be 

' . Now bis ginger hair, long 

rod endue features -no 

sideburns and roa < gafl E e to 

ionger ^* d whi f£ver Westnrinsier 
^uerge from engj piranhas 


lennae failing to distinguish between the 
question that needed a joke, and toe one 
toai required a retort. 

A fortnight on, and all that had gone. 
It always took him a week or so, thought 
Nipper. A week’s experience of beingm 
. 8 mrfg band, acting on stage, being an Ml; 
leading a party or fighting a camroign- 

aid then he would be good at iL He only 

ever got shit on his shoes once; after that 
he knew where to walk. Tinned and 
•youthful, the seasoned campaign er sat 


there jolting, his arm round Blind 
Lemon’s shoulders as they shared some 
comradely joke. 

Mr Brown, though, did not seem quite 
. so happy. He was pale and edgy beneath 
his (fax hair, looking round the room Der- 
vousty to tty to gauge toe mood in the 
tank. Were they hungry? And if so, who 
would they eat? And there was something 
more. Niger’s analysis was that the hap- 
pier the Candidate, the more difficult it 
ill was to be Mr Brown, v/ha might so eas- 
ily have been leader himself. As bis boss 
ig skipped through toe questions, answer- 
t- ing some, giving acceptable evasions to 
:d others, Mr Brown’s Kps moved almost im- 
id perceptibly, his bocty shifting in its seat, 
n- as he mentally supplied the great replies 
d- that he was never going to give. He’s a 
jo big beast, thought Nipper, and not eas~ 
te fly tamed. 

id Nipper did not get on to toe Candi- 
n- date’s mis at first, but sat with toe hack 
pack, , dabbling his toes in toe warm lrt- 
. tie pool- of gossip that they created 

everywhere they went. The Grey Man had 
jf . said this. Dr Mawfainger had smd that, oF 
WDd Eyes had been Tet loose on a pave- 
. ment full of brother journalists ana said 
the other; all communicated instantly by 
mobile phone and were supplemented by 
the mobile' phones of others. 

In Sussex’s Newtown the pensioners 
gave the Candidate a good clap and 
pronounced him a niceboy. Even the So- 
le • ciaSst Worker seller standing next to him 
le smiled in the sunshine ana muttered a 
friendly “piss off” into his beard. An hour 
c. later a demonstration at the university 
it consisted of a pretty purple and sky blue 
in banner and two placards politely 
P, requesting that respect be shown to 
- wildlife. Nipper was oh hand when one 
ty of the protesters singled out a camera 
it crew. “Hey!” said the boy, “need any pre- 
d sestets? I’d be dead good.” Nipper 
it smiled. EGs view entirety. •. • . 
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Here they are - beauty s newest and best. 

Discover new Skin Dlununating Complex with a 
breakthrough retmyl complex that gives skin new radiance. 
It’s one of eight travel-sized greats including: 

New Skin Plum mating Complex * Crraooide Time Complex Moisture Cream 
Flawless Finish Everyday Makeup SPF 10. Bisque • New Exceptional Lipstick. Cherubic 
Mini Black Defining Mascara * New 5th Avenue Parfmn Replica 
Conditioning Eye Makeup Remover • Black and White Patent Cosmetic Bag. 

Yours with toe purchase of any two items from Elizabeth Arden 
one of winch must be skiacare.* 

Elizabeth Arden 

At your nearest Elizabeth Arden counter from Saturday April 3 2th to 
Saturday April 26th 1997. 

One per flutnna SnL jm tn i rriitiiiT 
^Exdndmy Lip-Fix and Eye-Fix and any other promotional off era. 
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AnnabelandAlexahdraaUyventtolnde- 
pondem schools. Annabel was a boarder 
at Cobham Hall School, Kent . v 

Fees: E4S00 per term boarding. ' : 

Constituency comprehensive: GOtofs tXMitflna • 

School, Henley- 3rd in the league table of Local comprehensive: Crafcmcunt Wgfc 
Oxfordshire stale secondaries. Edinburgh , . 


Heseltine seeks 






state schools 




fit for Tories 


Fran Abrams, Lucy Ward 
and Job Rabkln 


Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, yesterday sug- 
gested that the state education 
system would soon be good 
enough to educate Tory minis- 
ter' children. 

Only three members of the 
Cabinet sent their children to 
state schools, a survey by Tie In- 
dependent has revealed. The rest 
spent a combined total running 
into millions of pounds on an 
education in the independent 
sector. 

The Alma Mater of Cabinet 
ministers' children include most 
of the country's most famous 
public schools. Eton, Harrow, 
and Stowe are among them, 
along with a number of other 
leading boarding and day 
schools. Boarding school fees 
now come to more than £12,000 
per year in the most well-known 
schools. 

Asked when the slate system 
would become so good that the 
Cabinet's children would no 
longer go private. Mr Heseltine 
said that in future all schools 


would have to comply with na- 
tional targets. 

'‘The important thing now is 
that we are setting targets na- 
tionally for this country to be at 
the top of world education lev- 
els and we are expecting all 
schools to publish their own tar- 
gets," be said 

Mr Heseltine also attacked 
the Labour leader, who went to 
Fettes independent school in 
Edinburgh, saying that he did 
not understand the state edu- 
cation system. Tony Blair was 
guflty of “hypocrisy" over his de- 
cision to send his sons to The 
Oratory, a grant-maintained 
school in West London, rather 
than to a local school near his 
home in Islington. 

He went on to claim that 
Britain’s education authorities 
were run by Labour, and that 
that was the reason for low 
standards. 

“For the Labour Party to be 
talking about standards in ed- 
ucation spits in the wind of what 
Labour actually does in educa- 
tion," he said. 

lo the suggestion that he too 
was the product of public 


schooling, at Shrewsbury, the 
Deputy Prime Minister said: “I 
am not a hypocrite. I don't pro- 
claim a set of policies for ray chil- 
dren which I would deny to 
other children. That is the 
essence." 

Later, the Prime Minister 
added a further attack, accus- 
ing Labour of a “shameless 
contract with hypocrisy”. 

Mr Blair defended himself: “I 
know that they believe that this 
is the right strategy for them but 
1 think they are turning people 
away from the Conservative 
Party by this type of person- 
alised abuse," he said. 

David Blunken. Labour’s ed- 
ucation spokesman, said: “I am 
not going to indulge in scur- 
rilous personalised attacks on 
individual ministers, but It is 
hardly surprising that the lories 
aren’t interested in raising stan- 
dards for all our children. 

■The fact is that hardly any 
senior Tories have had the same 
experience of state schools as 
the vast majority of families in 
Britain." 

The Independent's survey of 
where the Cabinet sent their 
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Paying their way. Kimbolton School, Cambridgeshire, where the Prime Minister’s children were educated. Fees for boarders are £2,995 a term 


children to school revealed that 
the Secretary of State for Trans- 
port, Sir George Young, sent 
Gerry, Hugo, Sophia and 
Camilla to Furze Platt school in 
Maidenhead, Berkshire, and 
Iboy Newton, the Leader of the 


House, sent Polly and Jessica to 
King Edward’s High School 
for Girls in Chelmsford, Essex. 
Gillian Shephard, the Secretary 
of State for Education, had 
step-children who attended 
state schools, but the rest of the 


Cabinet used the independent 
sector. 

Mr Heseltine’s children went 
to boarding schools, with bis 
daughter Annabel attending 
Cobham Hall School in Kent. 
The family’s local comprehen- 


sive, GiQot's School in Henley 
u pon T hames, has the third best 
GCSE results in Oxfordshire. 

Last night Janet Matthews, 
the chair of the South Oxford- 
shire Fight Against Cuts in Ed- 
ucation and agent for Labour's 


candidate in Henley, said the 
group had repeatedly asked Mr 
Heseltine to come to a meeting 
to discuss the implications of 
opting out in the area. He had 
refused either lo do so or to send 
a representative, she said. 



Vote from the classroom goes to the party offering hard cash 


Jamie Gardner, 18, is taking A-leveis 
this summer In English, geography 
and history at Oakbank Grant 
Maintained School in Keighley, West 
Yorkshire, and a first-time voter. 


As a student at a grant-maintained school, 
1 see education as an important election 
issue since GM status, created by the 
Conservatives, is a contentious policy 
urea. The benefits to our school as a result 
ol obtaining GM status ore many, thanks 
to funding we would not previously have 
hiid. The school environment has ’ 
improved as we have been able to employ 
outdoor staff, new classrooms and a 
common room have been built and there 
are more teachers, better catering and 
more money spent on books. 

The voter has to be a pragmatist and 
assess which party is going to give them 
what they want, so comparing the three 
parties' policies concerning GM schools 
is a very influential factor in Lhc location 
of mv cross. The Conservatives would 
appear to he offering what the Liberal 
Democrats and Labour arc not - a 
continuation of GM schools. 

The dilemma here is that l can see no 


way in which the Conservatives will be 
able centrally to fond any more GM 
schools as they bow at the altar of 
unchanged income tax. I am also 
opposed to the performance tables as 
they encourage an unfair system where 
certain schools are overcrowded while 
others are under-populated. 

Labour are opposed to GM schools 
(despite all the hullabaloo that this 
created) yet their plans for foundation 
schools are not to my mind radically 
different from the grant-maintained 
ethos anyway ... Labour is hoping to 
increase spending without increasing 
taxes. Their idea of abolishing the 
assisted-placcs scheme to raise money 
seems unfair on students of grammar- 
school calibre who simply could not afford 
to go to a selective private schooL The 
Liberal Democrats are the only ones to 
make a concrete spending promise ( the 
policy which most appeals to me), but 
sadly they are also vehemently opposed to 
GM schools. 

AJt this stage, the Lih-Dems’ promises 
of increased public spending from a 
definite source w3L I think, sway me 
towards them. 


Mhairi McDonald, 17, is studying for 
A-leveis In psychology, media studies 
and photography at Derby Tertiary 
College, WTI morion. 


I think Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats are right to emphasise the 
importance of keeping class sizes small, 
but I am undecided over which party's 
ideas for funding it are better. The Lib- 
Dems’ promise of more tax to cut 
primary class sizes, provide more books 
and repairing schools is appealing - 
every parent wants their child in a safe 
environment with good resources. 

In principle, 1 support the idea of 
more tax - a penny in the pound sounds 
very little ana I think people are more 
understanding about paying if they know 
where the money is going. Even so, 


people still don't want to part with their 
bard-earned cash. 


hard-earned cash. 

As for as nursery vouchers are 
concerned, I think the parties should 
Stop arguing about whether to have them 
or noL The important thing, I believe, is 
to provide education for four-year-olds 
and the necessary facilities. It seems to 
me that vouchers could be a way of 
increasing nursery education in areas of 


the country where there is not much 
available. 

I am worried about the idea of too 
much variation between schools because 
of the danger of making education 
difficult for children who move schools. 
My family moved from Scotland to 
Germany and then to Derby, but I was 
able to stay in the same type of school - 
a state comprehensive. I can see the 
advantages of specialist schools which 
both the Conservatives and Labour want 
to promote, and I'm sore specialised 
equipment and expert training are useful 
in making Britain more competitive. 
However. I think 11 is too early to 
decide whether a child should specialise. 
It would be better to create specialist 
sixth forms or colleges so students could 
choose at 16. 

As a college student, I wish the 
political parties could aD take more 
notice of further education. 1 understand 
that schools will always be at the top of 
politicians' agendas, but they could at 
least understand a bit more about how 
colleges work. 1 also think there could be 
more serious discussion of the political 
issues by all the parties, rather than just 
slagging each other off all the time. 


Neil Lee and Matthew Goodworth, 
both 17, are studying A-levels at the 
Cherwell School, Oxford. 


We see education as a great issue of 
importance not only to ourselves but to 
| future generations and Britain as a whole. 
During this election, education has 
. already been proven to be a critical issue 
and pofitidaos ignore it at their peril 
Having lived ail our lives under a 
Conservative government which seems to 
place little importance on education, we 
have become accustomed to cuts in our 
school budget and under-staffing which 
can lead to disciplinary problems and a 
poor understanding of many subjects — it 
takes an exceptional teacher to get the 
best out of a class of more than 30, 
Education is pivotal in maintaining 
reasonable wage levels in this country, 
that much we have learnt, because h 
enables us to compete on the world stage 
with a skilled workforce, innovation and 
scientific achievement rather than low 
wages, but the Government still seems to 
ignore this. Only the Liberal Democrats 
seem to have grasped the concept of 
taxation - that is, it should be set at 
reasonable levels in order to pay for 


the upkeep of a good education system. 

Although the number of university 
places has increased, the amount of 
people who can afford to live while at 
university has decreased because of the 
increased cost of living and the reduced 
number of grants given by the 
Government to those who apply, leaving 
a privileged few only. 

We do not believe in selection, it 
creates an underclass by splitting them in 
all subjects. Streaming should only be 
allowed in individual subjects in order 
for people to develop their skills at a 
pace suitable to themselves. Smaller 
class sizes would also allow this to occur, 
due to an increase in the amount of 
teach er-pupO interaction, letting pupils 
have the necessary help wben and how 
they need it Wfe teal the national 
curriculum is far too rigid and does not 
give teachers the flexibility they need to 
effectively teach their subjects. 

For all our criticisms, we roust admit 
that the state education system has .done 
well, especially for those of us privileged 
to go to some of the excellent schools 
which do exist. With the help of the next 
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government perhaps more schools can 
reach the standards of the best. 
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I’ve never lost that feeling of hope in Labour’ 

Dl YOU vote? Labour. I must sav. T like the - ..... . . — * 


VMN 
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How will you vote? 

Really. I'm tom. I've always 
voted Labour, but I have more 
friends in the Liberal Democ- 
rats. and am more inclined to 
the Liberal Democrats right 
now. 

There seem to be at least two 
Conservative parties right now, 
and there appear to be two 
Labour parries, although that 
crack is being papered over. I'm 
not so sure mat my heart is not 
iih the liberal Democrats, but 
I have a fueling that my feet will 
take me into the booth to vote 


Labour. I must say, I like the 
Liberal Democrats - the ones 
I've met, Kennedy and Ash- 
down, they’re really nice peo- 
ple. They seem decent people. 


HOW I WILL VOTE; BARRY TOOK 


Ibsen said The minority is aJ- 
ivs right", and I think there's 


ways right", and I think there's 
something in that. The Con- 
servatives are looking like a load 
of squabbling schoolkids. No- 
body in their right mind, I Ain't 
think, could vote for them. 
They’re like a bunch of puppies 
that you've spilled out on to the 
floor, and they're all going on 
scrapping with each other. 


There's no rhyme or reason ... 
I just think they're a kiadof rub- 
bish. I think Aneurin Bevan was 
rather generous to them, call- 
ing them lower than vermin. 

And the Labour Party is all 
promise, but they're so con- 
centrated on the middle, they've 
left the left behind, which is a 
shame. Obviously, the old 
Labour party is still there. I have 
great sympathy with them, be- 
cause l grew up at a time when 


I first remember the 1945 elec- 
tion. 1 wasn’t old enough to vote, 

but it was such an exciting time. 

We did really feel that the fu- 
ture was there, and it was go- 
ing to be great. And I've never 
quite lost that feeling that 
there’s hope in the Labour Par- 


formed by the Labour Party or ■ have always been honest about 
the Conservative Party. 1 hope their intentions of raising mon- 
to God it’s Labour. — * 


ty, there’s always hope in the 
Labour Party, 


fact that the Liberals 


are not going to get enough 
votes to be the majority 
party? 

No, a vote for them is not a 
wasted vote. They're nice peo- 
ple, they’re good people, and 

they deserve backing. And in ar- 
eas that were Conservative but 
don’t fed inclined to go thatway 
any more, I think a Liberal De- 
mocrat vote will be a very use- 
ful one. But in the long run, I 
know a government can only be 


Are there policy Issues which 
you are particularly 
concerned about? 

I'm all for going for Europe 
now, which strengthens my 
Ashdown-Blair plans. Over all, 
I think the country’s in a thor- 
ough mess; a cult of greed has 
taken the whole thing over. 
We’ve got to reapportion re- 
sources to the people that ac- 
tually need them. The Liberals 


ey for specific purposes. 

And in local government, 
they're the second largest party 
in the country, which is really 
important. 


So you’re more likely to be 
voting Liberal Democrat? 

Well I'm keeping my options 
open, HI just say that they are 
my friends, but 1 feel that a 


■; ■* .. .■ 


Labour victory would be the 
best thing for the country. 
Interview by Ben Summers 
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on Scots or Welsh’ 


Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

A Laboar yOVE rainpnr enn^ Tin t 
count on support from ilwScot- 
nshor Wrish nationalist parties 
unless it offered a refer endum 
on their independence from 
England, the parties’ leaders 
warned yesterday. 

Alex Salmond, leader of the 
Scottish Nationalist Party, and 


Daffyd Wigjey, leader of Plaid 
Cymru, both attacked Tbny 
Blair at a pres conference in 
London and that if he. 
wanted their hading he would 
have to earn ft. . 

Both men said they stifl de- 
scribed themselves as SodaSsts 
. and attacked new Labour for its 
drift to the right 
Me Sahnond said the Scottish 
people would want to know 


whether a Labour referendum 
was on a Scottish parliament or 
on the “English parish coundT* 
which Mr Blair had said was sim- 
ilar to his idea of the assembly. 

“Any consul t a t ive referen- 
dum in Scotland should have in- 
dependence on the ballot paper 
along with devolution and the 
other option of doing nothing 
at all," he said. 

. Mr WjgJey added that Raid 


Cymru would not give uncon- 
ditional backing to a Labour 
government: **lFthey want our 
support they have to earn it and 
they have to do that by giving 
the fell referendum 
which so far they haven’t been 
prepared to do,” be said. 

The two party leaders called 
their press conference to protest 
at Labour's position on tax and 
spending. Mr Sahnond said he 


believed Scottish people earn- 
ing more than £26,000 per year 
would be prepared to pay more 
tax to avow “having to step over 
their fellow Scots" living on 
the streets of major cities. 

Mr Salmond also said recent 
comments by Margaret Thatch- 
er appearing to welcome Mr 
Blair’s reforms of the Labour 
party were not to be welcomed. 

“A new Labour leader who 


backs the policies of Marpret 
Thatcher and who is pursuing 
a political love affair with the 
past Conservative prime min- 
ister s going to find a very frosty 
reception in the politics of Scot- 
land and Wiles.” he said. 

Mr Salmond added that he 
had hopes that his mother 
Mary, who had voted Conser- 
vative since IMS. might vote for 
his party on 1 May. 


The laming point seemed to 
have been the £475,U00-a-ycar 
salarvpaid to former British Gas 
chief executive Cedric Brown - 
the 'biggest fat cat of them all", 
be said. 

'As a small gas shareholder, 
that example of corporate greed 
was the hnal straw for 'her.*’ 
he said. 

“People across the political 
spectrum m Scotland, including 


my mother, who has been vot- 
ing Tory since W5. believe 
that Cedric Brown should he 
contributing a hit more to help 
fund health, education and 
bousing." 

Mr Salmond said that he 
had been encouraged when, at 
the last local elections, his 
mother hud asked for a postal 
vote and had told him: “You'll 
be all right this time!” 



for woman 



the blue 



Kathy Marks 


For a woman faced with a task 
akin to the uphill struggle of 
Sisyphus, Lizzie Pitman is re- 
markably cheerfuL 

This fresh-faced 29-year-old 
is the Conservative rawdidaw in 
Sedgefield, a rural constituen- 
' cy in County Dur ham. The sit- 
ting MP there not only has a 
majority of nearly 15,000, but is 
likely to be the next prime min- 
ister. 

When Mrs Pitman talks of 
wresting the seat from Tony 
Hair, the words “cat" and “heir 
spring tt> mind. Yet despite the 
odds, and the news yesterday 
that hek election agent had 
broken his ankle, she refuses to 
be downhearted. 

“You’d be surprised how 
many Conservatives there are 
round hdre,” she said, canvass- 


ing m tpp village of Heighing- 

fpqng in her step. ;;rfalled her.j _ 

life flag flyy. fl&e says, k»jri%ap fromimdet- 
Her long eyelashes. 


ton wjth 
u We're 

They love lizzie Kenan in 
Heighmgton, with its village 
green and pretty Georgian 
houses. It is one erf a few scat- 
tered pockets of Tbry support 
within & constituency composed 

largely of ravaged former min- 
ing towns. 

On the streets, elderly 
women embrace her warmly. 
“We wish you all the best, dear. 


you're absolutely marvellous," 
said one. ‘And you never brow: 
pigs might fry.” 

Labour activists in Sedgefield 
have poked fun at Mrs Pitman’s 
designer clothes and blue-chip 
background. She is a niece of 
the Earl of Gainsborough, 
comes from a landed Cotswolds 
family, and recently married a 
former Household Cavalry of- 
ficer. A devout Roman CaihoBc, 
she accompanies pilgrimages to 
Lourdes. 

Mrs Pitman was selected as 
a candidate at the first attmnpt 
- the cause of much rejoicing at 
Central Office, where She was 
the preferred choice to oppose 
the Labour leader in this David 
and Goliath contest 

Her elfin good looks and 
aristocratic : connections have 
since made her the darling of 
the gossip rohtmns. “Our undis- 
puted lOTyjpm-Dp," one diaristr 

‘embarrassing,” 


But MrsPtpnan is no dizzy 
ingenue. She is ah articulate and 
determined woman with a phi- 
losophy degree who spent two 
years in the psychology unit at 
Wormwood Soubs prison. She 
has also worked as a political 
researcher, for Conservative 
MP Peter Tbnmham and 
Labour's Kevin McNamara. 

A former Labour supporter, 



Hard labour: Lizzie Pitman - Tony Blair’s opponent in the Sedgefield constituency - campaigning in the village of Heighington yesterday 


she underwent her conversion 
on die road to Damascus in Mr 
McNamara’s office. “I realised 
that there’s no point in ap- 
pearing to be compassionate if 
you can’t deliver the practical 
results,” sbesays briskly. Mr Mc- 
Namara is said to have told a 


Tory MP: “She’s far too good for 
your party". 

Mis Pitman describes herself 
as “on the sensible . wing” of the 
Conservatives. She is “pro- 
life", pro-Europe and pro- 
field sports. 

She adores John Major and 


agrees with Michael Howard’s 
tough sentencing policies. “The 
terrific thing about the Con- 
servative Party is that it does- 
n’t matter where you come 
from, but where you’re going 
to," she says. 

The charge that she knows 


nothing of .social hardship in the 

North-east is not really fair. Af- 
ter all, Tbny Blair - despite ac- 
quiring a house in the former 
colliery village of Trim don and 
listing membership of three 
working men’s clubs in Who's 
Who - is hardly a member of the 


cloth cap and whippet brigade 
either. Mrs Pitman refuses to 
talk about defeat. “That's nol a 
word that I want to hear in the 
middle of an election cam- 
paign,” she says, although she 
later concedes: “It’s hard work; 
there’s no point m pretending." 


Photograph: Tom Pitston 


Her next stab at Westminster 
- her admirers hope -will be in 
a more winnable seal. In the 
meantime, her high profile us 
Mr Blair's challenger does her 
political career no harm and as- 
sures her of a place in the his- 
loiy books, if only as a footnote. 
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f The Liberal 
£ Democrats are, as 
they have always 
been, handmaidens 
of socialism - Malcolm 
Riftdnd 

A very heavy loose cannon 
on the deck of a sinking 
ship - Emma Nicholson 
talking about Dame Angela 
Rumbotd 

If Mr Bell is trying to turn 
his campaign into an 
extension of the Guardian 
smear campaign against 
me, then what he is doing 
is prostituting himself. He is 
wrecking the election for all 
other candidates - Neil 
Hamilton 

John Prescott has made 

one of the single most 

damaging admissions ot 
this election so far, 
admitting off-the-cuff and 
off-the-record that a 
minimum wage would mean 
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John Walsh relishes his first journey on the Labour leader's cavalcade 

Blair basks in 
the sunshine 



“Sun’s out,” said Tbny Blair,- 
squinting into the unseasonal 
rays. “Couple o’ weeks, IbriesH 
be out as well". 

Mr Blair was not, of course, 
wearing sunglasses, since 
they’re considered bad for 
Labour’s image (“They don’t 
want him looking like General 
Jaruzelslri.” a woman ex- 
plained). But he was affecting, 
if only for this morning, a coars- 
ened, Fm-tallang-to-a-taxi- 
driver variant of his usual 
clipped RP, the better to woo 
the citizens of Crawley. 

The former, a marginal con- 
stituency. with its featureless 
shopping centre, its “livin g" su - 
perstore and its recent crime 
wave seems an unHkefyfiefdom 
for Nicholas Soaroes. the port- 
ly endomorph who once sug- 
gested the Princess of Vfoles 
needed psychiatric help. Craw- 
ley isn't mad about him. 

“’E’sa tart,” said Mick, a local 
bruiser with wea pons-grade 
halitosis, “’£ spends all is tome 


in ’OTSbam,” -where, indeed, he 
is shifting his tents for the next 
election - “and T e might just as 
well, cos 'e’s done nothing for 
Crawley.” 

- Dissatisfaction mid a desire 
for change was iu the air, 
though from which direction 
none could tell. A venerable 
. Sikh, his long beard knotted at 
the end as though he were the 
victim of a practical joke, com- 
plained that none of the parties 
was doing anything “for the bet- 
terment of the layman”. 

Only through the good offices 
of the local Labour candidate, 
.Laura Moffatt, people said, 
had the local hospital kept its 
.casualty department open. 

But when the big grey bus 
with the sexy smoked windows 
had drawn up as part of a tour 
of ' Sussex, which included 
Brighton, Mr Blair had basked 
in his role as bringer of good 
news. 

- They loved him, with car with- 
out the Essex delivery. 



Frying game: Tony Blair in a fish and chip shop in Brighton yesterday. He also visited 
Crawley as part of a campaign tour through Sussex Photograph: Reuters 


“Only a couple of weeks to 
go.” be assured them, and they 
could start putting young 
people in work, robbers ouL of 
wore and make the blind see 
and the lame walk 
He surveyed the sea of Sus- 
sex crumblies before him. “And 
I think we should do something 
for our pensioners as well, don’t 
you?” Yes, they jolly well did. 

“Well stop this VAT on fuel, 
for a start ..." like the most 
shameless trouper he was giving 
his audience what they wanted. 
What would come next? Sub- 
sidised Saga holidays? 

Tony descended, linked up 
with Cherie, and went walk- 


about. The crowd formed a 
square round him like a little 
paddock, around which be 
strolled and autographed and 
laughed and joshed, a 
thoroughbred schmoozer. 

“You said nothing about 
Europe, Tony,” said a man. 
“Do you think the people of 
Crawley don’t want to hear 
about Europe?" Tbny glanced 
up. “We’ve made it very clear 
that we siqpporl a referendum 
on Europe,” he said, as hc*d 
been saying for weeks. 

After a while you long for 
a different, original, 
unpredigested reply. 

Instead, you get- jokey 


moments. “Tony, what are you 
going to do for British rock 
music?" asked a 22-year-old 
groover. “IT tell you what I'm 
going to do,” grated Blair, “I'm 
never going to play in a rock 
band again.” 

And then a small voice asked: 
“Tony, are you going to be our 
Prime Minister?” Assuming he 
bad encountered the Crawley 
village idiot, Blair grinned. 
“That’s the general idea.”But 
“Will you be the prime minis- 
ter under a Federal Europe?” 
Blair was nonplussed.' Look,” 
he said, “I don't intend to be in 
a federal Europe.” Good God. 
we thought, a real answer at IasL 


Itfs all about having the right stuff 




Newcomers to the world of 
election coverage, such asyour 
humble scribe, prepare them- 
selves for disappointment. u 
cannot they tell themself, be as 
brazenly Machiavellian, as 
crudely manipulated mid as 
crassly rhetorical as the sharper 

political mickey-takers make it 

seem* 

Amazing to report, ifs.egdly 
like that. Start with the unmann. 
Forget your humble spiral 
notepad and Scnpto pen ° 
peKt-YouTneedal^ 

^putcr.agmgjgM 


recorder, a mobile phone, a 
plug-line, a bleep, a bleep- 
holster, three pens, a pair of 
shades, security tag*- Soon you 
a child kitted out in 
one of those Junior Safari kits. . 
with coinpass and binoculars. 

Next you get to the press 
conference, where you marvel 
at the bustle of the screened 
highlights of yesterday's 
campaigning- What was, by all 
accounts, a pretty dull day in 
Oldham became through jump- 
ent lifting and random bursts ' 
of DiReam’s Things Con Only 


Gel Better , all bustle and ex- 
citement. like the trailer to In- 
dependence Day. You watch 
Gordon Brown glowering (as 
advertised}, Tony Blair’s born- 
again Christian expression of 
ecstasy and David Biunkett's 
impersonation of a slightly 
plastered distant relative .at a 
forma] family gathering.. 

On the Battle-bus, all is bon- 
homie, newspaper-perusal, 
coffee, almond croissants and a 
devotion to the teensy-weensy 
minutiae of speeches ana 
quotations that would not dis- 


grace an academy of Jesuits. Bui 
you know that all the journal- 
ists are hamming it up like 
mad. No-one, not Christopher 
Ricks esegismg a line of Keats, 
could be more enrapturediy 
keen to extract meaning from 
the most unpromising material. 

The political rhetoric was 
from Central Casting as welL I 
liked Mr Blair's cool assurance 
that “The Tories have doubled 
crime in this country" but 
couldn’t help wondering about 
his response to personal Tbry 
abuse. “It doesn’t matter how 


many insults they hurl at me," 
he said, “Or, er, you or any of 
the good people here...". Such 
moments of Attention Deficit 
Disorder are rare, however. 
Mr Blair is very good On the 
ringingfy meaningless phrase. 

So this is what elections do 
- they turn everyone imo actors, 
into urgent, passionate people 
with issues on their min d, opin- 
ions to express, patriotism to 
espouse, mobile phones to bark 
dipped instructions into - and 
omy once every five years to put 
the whole thing on stage. 


Labour plans 
foundation to 
reverse the 
‘brain drain’ 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Gordon Brown, the shadow’ 
Chancellor, claimed bravely yes- 
terday that Labour “will turn die 
brain drain into a brain-gain, as 
scientists tell us they are com- 
ing home to Britain." 

Tbc party produced a list of 
21 leading scientists who have 
left the country, but back the 
party’s policies. However, Adam 
Ingram, Labour’s science min- 
ister, was quickly forced to ad- 
mit that he knew of no scientist 
who would definitely book a 2 
May Bight back if Labour wins. 
But be put this down to scien- 
tists’ careful nature. 

“They’re people who always 
test something on the basis of 
tbc evidence available ." be said. 
“They’re predicting change, but 
will want to lest iL” 

Figures suggest many expa- 
triate British scientists will be 
watching for news from their 
homeland in the next 13 days. 
The Royal Society has found 
that the number of its members 
-typically lop scientists - living 
abroad has risen to 24 per cent, 
compared with 17 per cent in 
1970 and less than 20 per cent 
in 1980. 

Separate figures from uni- 
versities show that in 1994, 5.8 
per cent of science and tech- 
nology postgraduates left 
Britain after getting their high- 
er degree, compared with only 
l per cent of other graduates. 

Among the names pul on 
show by Labour were Paul 
Davies, the top cosmologisi 
who emigrated to Australia in 
1990, “largely om of disillu- 
sionment with government pol- 


icy”; Nobel prizewinner Sir 
Harold Kroio whose award- 
winning work was carried out in 
the US; Ron James of PPL, the 
company which jointly pro- 
duced Dolly the cloned sheep: 
and Professor Michael Duff, 
now a Distinguished Professor 
at Texas A&M University. 

Professor Davies said, “I am 
sure that should Labour have a 
chance to put their ideas into 
practice, we will certainly see 
some scientists coming home.” 

Mr Brown also emphasised 
that scientists and would-be in- 
ventors could benefit from the 
party's plan for an independent 
charily, the National Endow- 
ment for Science. Technology 
and the Arts (Nesta). to which 
they could donate patents and 
copyrights of their inventions 
and discoveries, so that future 
royalties could fund start-up 
projects. 

Bui the Nesta proposal was 
criticised by John Mulvey.of the 
independent pressure" group 
Save British Science, who said 
that it would require a change 
in research funding systems to 
work. 

“ It’s a worthy idea but a wor- 
rying development under the 
very mean funding regime is 
that universities and scientists 
are obliged to patent their work 
so that some money returns to 
the universities. Thai's almost 
the expectation under the pre- 
sent regime. 

“1 think that unless funding 
for ‘blue skies' [undirected] re- 
search is more adequately avail- 
able. then universities and 
individuals will find it harder 
to hand over their patents to 
a trust." 
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Hong Kong’s 
farewell to 
the Archers 
... from Pete 
and Dud 



Colonial culture: Goodbye to Graham 


and Norman Painting, alias Nigel Pargetter and Phil Archer, from Peter Cook and Dudley Moore Photograph: Newsteam 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Every weekday evening the few 
Hong Kong residents who core 
to do so can forget that they are 
living on the edge of the world* s 
largest nation and bask in the 
comfort of following ihe trials 
and tribulations of life in Am- 


bridgc. Not only are flic. Archers 
on offer but it remains possible 
to follow Britain's Top 40 and 
hear Radio 4's The World This 
Weekend. 

This link with the radio waves 
of the mother country is sup- 
posed to be for the exclusive 
benefit of tbe British garrison, 
now numbering some 1,000 per- 


sonnel, but the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service (BFBS) is 
serving a wider audience. It 
has, for example, received the 
accolade of best radio station 
from no lesser body than the 
American Wives Association. 
There is even evidence that 
some US expatriates have 
learned to love TheArchers. But 


the station’s core audience is 
supposed to be men and women 
in uniform who are used to hear- 
ing BFBS wherever drey serve, 
be it in the Falkland Islands or 
in Germany. 

The Hong Kong service start- 
ed in 1971 with Nepali broad- 
casts for the Gurkhas based near 
the Chinese border. Employing 


the time honoured wisdom of 
the armed services, it was de- 
cided that listening to The 
Archers would help the Gurkhas 
learn F.ngfish. After Dan and 
Doris Archer secured a foot in 
the door, English was Bteadfly 
introduced throughout the 
service. 

Rory Higgins, the station 


manager of what is officially 
called The Services Sound ana 
Vision Corporation, an inven- 
tion of the Tbatcherzte bring- 
government-into-business days, 
is candid about the micro- 
audience he serves. He says the 
number of people is small "but 
it means a lot to them". 

It means so much that some 
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serving officers have tried their 
hand at becoming broadcasters. 
Major John Hunt is stflT fondly 
remembered for his country 
music show and even at this late 
stage Mr Higgins is training up 
a member of the Black Watch 
who wandered into the studio 
seeking a chance to get on air. 

BFBS’s Hong Kong opera- 
tion can hardly be described as 
lavish. It consists of four foil 
rime staff and 10 -freelancers. 
Working but of harbour-front 
offices m the Prince of Wales 
Barracks, they churn out 12 
hours of broadcasting per day 
and fill the other 12 hours with 
a feed from London. 

The broadcasting kit will be 
whisked away before midnight 
on 30 June. 

It is hard to know what the 
loc al Chi nese population make 
of BFBS but anecdotal evi- 
dence suggests that Britpop 
has founds respectable audi- 
ence. The links between the 
records may be obscure but a 
break from the ubiquitous 
Cantopop is welcome. 

On 17 May the radio station 
suffers the indignity of moving 
into a container; which is not 

r ; as bad as itsounds became 
container is the shape of 


things to come. BFBS has been 
ordered to be more mobile and 
rely less on fixed stations. The 
commander of British forces 
wanted the forces radio to ar- 
rive. With bis troops during the 
Gulf War and was frustrated 
when be discovered that BFBS 
was less mobile than the Army. 
This led to the new strategy of 
creating ready- to -go stations. 
The Hong Kong unit may well 
end up somewhere like Bosnia. 

Before it goes it wiD do its last 
outside broadcast from the bal- 
cony of the Prince of Wiles bar- 
racks overlooking the parade 
ground where the Union flag 
will be lowered. As soon as that 
is completed Mr Higgins and 
the engineer will rush up 28 
floors to the roof of the barracks 
and take down the transmitter, 
and tbe station will be no more. 

Thought is still being given to 
the music which will signal the 
end of broadcasting. The actor 
Barry Humphries suggested 
“Goodbye” by Peter Cook and 
Dudley Moore. 

“Well pick some music, say 
goodbye and try to be jolly 
about it," says 'Mr Higgins, 
showing yet again that one 
things the British are really 
good at doing is leaving. 


Deal struck for 
advance army 


Stephan Vines 


After months of wrangling 
Britain and China have finally 
reached an agreement on the 
deployment of the first advance 
party of People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) troops to be based 
in Hong Kong- before the 
Chinese takeover on July 1. 

The Hong Kong government 
announced yesterday that 40 
personnel wul cross the border 
into Hong Kong on April 21, by 
coincidence the Queen’s birth- 
day. Under tbe terms of the 
agreement they will not bear 
arms, nor enjoy any special 
status or immunities and they 
will not be allowed to display 
Chinese or PLA flags. 

In aD some 200 personnel are 
expected before the handover. 
China had been keen to see a 
larger advance party but Britain 
is sensitive about any move 
which might undennine its 
sovereignty over Hong Kong in 
the months before it losses its 
last major colonial possession. 

There is particular sensitivi- 

about the presence of the 
LA in Hong Kong because of 
its association with the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 


% 


Last February Bryan Dutton, 
the Commander of British 
Forces in Hong Kong, revealed 
that his incoming PLA counter- 
part, General Liu Zhenwu, told 
him that he “was concerned” 
about the PLA’s image follow- 
ing the massacre, and that 
China “wished to use Hong 
Kong as a window to the world 
to reverse that image”. 

China refuses to say how 
many troops will be sent to 
Hong Kong, but the government 
in Peking has indicated that its 
garrison will be no larger than 
that sent by Britain. This is far 
from precise because, at its 
height, the British garrison 
numbered some 30,000 
personnel which was cut sharply 
to 3,250 in 1994. 

Last year China said the 
troops stationed in Hong Kong 
would not be subject to local 
law, except in criminal cases in- 
volving off duty personnel. This 
has rekindled tears about the 
PLA being a law; unto itself. 

As for the troops, they have 
little hope of getting rich from 
their salaries. Even General 
Liu will be paid less than £100 
per month, less than a fifth the 
amount a deaner earns. 
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Given any excuse^ rfrina will 
lambast the United Stales for 

hying to link human rights with 

trade issues. But Peking has 
proved to be a master at using 
an economic carrot and stick to 
escape censure on its human 
rights record. 

Yesterday, diplomatic pun- 
ishment was meted out to Den- 
mark and the Netherlands for 
their role in sponsoring and 
backing a motion at the Unit- 
ed Nations High Commission 
on Hunan Rights which was 
highly critical of China. The res- 
olutioirwas due to come np for 
a vote h Geneva last night with 
China already on track for a 
diplomatic triumph, as lack of 
international support left the 
motion loomed. 

In Peking, the Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman, Shen Guo- 
£ang,sait China was suspending 
importart official visits with 
Denmark, and postponing a 
Dutch trade mission due in 
June, headed by the economic 
affaire mnister, Hans Wijers. 
Denmark. as is always the case 
in such stuations, stands ac- 
cused of interfering in China’s 
internal af airs and hurting the 
feelings of he Chinese people,” 
said Mr Sien. 

More oninously for Copen- 
hagen was he pronouncement 
that “SinoDanish relations 
have been damaged”. Danish 
companiesinow their contract 
negotiation: win be moved to 
the slow late, trade and eco- 
nomic relations wfl] be put on 
the back-btuner, and they, like 
business exejutives froroother 
countries wbch have caused 
Peking's ire, vifl have to wait for 
the ill winds o blow over. 

It was Fratce’s decision to 
break the Eiropean Union’s 
previous consensus on backing 
the motion vhich set the ball 


rolling, That was seen as linked 
to next month’s visit to Hiking 
by President Jacques Chirac, 
who is hoping to ago a few more 
Airbus orders, nanad* simi- 
larly, backed away. 

Only once since the 1989 
Tiananmen killings has Hhma 
foiled to Mock the motion from 
reaching an actual vote. This 
year, like last, it fell at the pre- 
liminary hurdle because of Chi- 
na ’s “nchaown” motion. The 
reason, as given by France, 
Canada and a host of other 
countries, is that they have 
been persuaded by Peking's ar- 
gument that such motions have 
a detrimental effect on h uman 
rights dialogue, compared with 
engagement. 

Such a viewpoint is worth a 
proper debate. But the behind- 
the-scenes discussions at Gene- 
va are far more down to earth. 
Xiao Qiang, director of die 
pressure group. Human Rights 
in China, said this week that the 
annual debate was more of a po- 
litical game than a real argu- 
ment over human rights. 
Meanwhile, the African and 
Latin American countries on 
whose support China has always 
relied have been trading their 
votes for the most financial 
support they can get. “They are 
trying to get the best offer out 
of Peking," said Mr Xiao. Af- 
ter this year, barring any 1989- 
styie massacre, the annual vote 
is likely to be dead in the wa- 
ter. China has a very wide def- 
inition of what it is to be bullied 
fay the - Wist,, and its tactics 
haveworked. 

■ Geneva (AP)- Condemning 
imprisonment and executions of 
government opponents, the 
UJN. Human Rights COmmis- 
sioo overcame African opposi- 
tion and voted to put Nigeria 
under special scrutiny. As are-. . 
sultofthe decision, the UN will, 
for the first time, appoint an in- 
vestigator on Nigeria. 





Air aid: A helicopter helps in a rescue operation after a high-speed catamaran collided with a car ferry in Hong Kong waters yesterday, injuring 27 


Photograph: Reuters 


Canada withdraws from key censure role 


Hugh Wrnsor 

Ottawa 

Canada has softened its policy 
towards human rights abuses in 
China in a move baked to trade 
anH immigration. 

Foreign Minister Lloyd Ax- 
worthy announced on Monday 
that Canada was withdrawing its 
co-sponsorship of a resolution to 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Commisaoti condemning 
h itman rights abuses in China 

Every year since the Tianan- 
men Square massacre in 1989, 
the European Union has spon- 
sored the resolution and every 
year until now, Canada has 
been a oo-sponsor. Canada has 
made the change despite heavy 
lobbying from the British gov- 
ernment and from the United 
States, where President Bfll 
Clinton raised the issue with 
Prime Minster Jean Chretien 
during the Prime Minister's vis- 
it to 'Washington last week. 

Mr yfetworthy said Canada 
remains concerned^ about hu- 
man iigfa t&sfrOrina bat ‘‘under f. 
the circumstances, we con- 
ducted that Canada could have 
a greater influence cm the state 


nf human ri g hts in China by pur- 
suing and intensifying our pro- 
miring bilateral measures.” 

The minster also said die res- 
olution doesn't have the clout it 
once had because several of the 
other traditional sponsors, in- 
cluding Ranee (which has just 
concluded a major deal to sell 
Airbus aircraft to China), have 




strongly in Cabinet and the en- 
suing row was so serious that de- 
tails of the secret proceedings 
leaked out last week. 

Prime Minister Chretien was 
the principal proponent of the 
softer line on China, a view 
which appears directly related 
to the efforts both the Canadi- 
an Government and Canadian 


businesses have been making to 
capitalise on rapidly expanding 
commercial opport unites in 
China. 

Ever the pragmatist. Mr 
Chretien has often indicated his 
scepticism about how much in- 
fluence a small country like 
Canada can hare on China. Mr 
Axworlhy, backed hy the For- 
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also backed away. Other coun- strongly in Cabinet and the en- businesses have been making to cign Affairs Department has 
tries to have withdrawn span- suing row was so serious that de- capitalise on rapidly expanding been emphasizing the impor- 
sorship include Italy, Greece, tails of the secret proceedings commercial opportunites in lance of keeping up the moral 
Germany, Spain and Australia, leaked out last week. China. pressure, continuing a strong 

lire fracturing of the earlier con- Prime Minister Chretien was Ever the pragmatist. Mr tradition of robustly moral 

sensus is seen as a major success the principal proponent of the Chretien has often indicated his Canadian diplomacy, 
for Chinese diplomacy. softer line on China, a view scepticism about how much in- But Mr Chretien has also led 
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Paris (Reuters) — Troops to a., 
multinational forcesafeguarding 
aid to. Albania can use weapons 
both for self-defence and if they 
believe public order is threat- 
ened, Charles Milion, the Reach 
Defence Minister said yesterday. 

Mr Milion, outlining the role of 
1 ,000 French troops in the Italian- , 
led force of up to 6,000 personnel, ' 
said the force had a far broader 
mandate to ose arms than that 


keepers during the Bosnian war. 

He said the force, under the UN 
Security Council resolution, ap- 
proving the operation last month, 
“will be able to use aims if it is 
threatened or if it sees that pub- 
lic order is threatened". 


can carry Out their work in 
safety. . ' 

“Tras missfoawill have indirect 
consequences because it win allow 
the Albanian territory to be se- 
cured andthuspermit. Albanian 
security farces to re-establish or-, 
der in their country,’’ Mr Milion 
toW parliament 
. He said the mission was limit- 
ed to three months and “(foes not 
have the objective of acting as a 
substitute for the Albanian police 
or army. This is neither a police 
mission, nor one to disarm 
people. - " 

Hundreds of thousands of 
weapons were looted from xniliiaiy 
arsenals last mouth during wide- 
read unrest. Much of the south 
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Dutroux 
inquiry 
bungled 
by police 


Katherine Butler 

Belgium’s anguish looks set to 
continue unabated. The Un- 
touchable* - the 15 members of 
parliament who have for the 
past six months conducted a 
public inquiry into the han- 
dling of the country's child sex 
and murder scandals - yester- 
day officially exposed the na- 
tion's police and judiciary as 
dysfunctional and guilty of gross 
incompetence. 

They also hinted strongly 
that the failures of the investi- 
gations into the Dutroux cases 
which came to light last August, 
triggering not just revulsion 
but widespread unrest, may he 
linked to a high-level political 
cover-up. At least four children, 
victims of a sex abuse ring al- 
legedly operated by Marc 
Dutroux who is now facing 
murder charges, might have 
been found alive if police and 
magistrates had done their jobs, 
the inquiry concluded. 

Feuds and rivalry between the 
country's different pi >liee and ju- 
dicial divisions prevented them 
from working together, the re- 
port said. Not only was there a 
"flagrant failure” in paw infor- 
mation between prosecutors 
and police but imcsligutors ig- 
nored vital leads, used insuffi- 
cient resources badlv. and 
showed disdain for the families 
• if the victims ol missing chil- 
dren. The parents of nine-year- 
old Louhnu Bcnaissa abducted 
in I9*C and whose corpse was 
found underneath a Brussels 
petrol station last month were 
told io join the queue “as if they 
had come to report a missing 
handbag” the report said. 

W hile most Belgians would 
not he surprised to leam that 
their police force is incompetent, 
the findings appear to bolster 
more grave suspicions of cor- 
ruption and political interfer- 
ence. The committee "finds it 
diflicuh not in conclude ... that 
Dutroux and others might have 
received high level protection". 

The inquiry * report calls for 
the dismantlement of the exist- 


ing police and criminal justice 
structures, the establishment 
of a single federal police force 
and for police retraining. If 
acted on. the findings, to be de- 
bated by parliament today and 
tomorrow, could revolutionise 
the way Belgium is administered 
Failure to heed them will almost 
certainly trigger unrest and 
could bring down Jean Luc De- 
haene's Christian Democrat- 
led coalition government 

In September the committee 
is due to report on its findings 
on allegations that Dutroux 
and his associates enjoyed high- 
level protection and perhaps 
even the collaboration of a po- 
litically influenced judiciary. 

Suspicions that corrupt politi- 
cians or magistrates shielded 
Dutroux emerged from evi- 
dence heard by the inquiry al- 
leging that the convicted child 
rapist's close associate. Michel 
Nihoul. a Brussels businessman 
who allegedly organised orgies, 
had close contacts with police. 
It has also been established 
that the gendarmerie mounted 
a surveillance operation on 
Dutroux several years ago but 
toiled ui detect his activities. Po- 
lice searched his home but 
failed to find cighl-year-ofds 
Julie Lejeune and Melissa Rus- 
> 0 . despite an officer's reports 
of hearing children's voices. 

Revelations about the au- 
thorities' handling of the pac- 
dupliilc scandals have incensed 
Belgians. Almost 300.000 look 
to the streets last October. 

The victims' families haw be- 
come heroic figures and their 
agitation for reform of the ju- 
dicial and police system has 
spawned a grassroots move- 
ment known as “white com- 
mittees". These committees are 
the locus for alliances between 
the parents, their supporters 
and workers from the Clubecq 
steelworks and Renault car 
plants who believe that unem- 
ployment and social ills are 
:ilso a function of the corruption 
and nepotism which appear to 
permeate the political and le- 
gal establishment. 


Tudjman lays claim to 
Croatian poll victory 


Zagreb (AIM — President Fran- 
jo Turijman's ruling national- 
ist party said yesterday that it 
experts tu rule the capital fol- 
iinving the weekend elections. 

Minority Serbs in UN-ad- 
ministered eastern Slavonia 
voted for a third day in an elec- 
tion that was designed to nudge 
them hack into Croatia. 

“The election results are 
proof of our might," Ivfc Pasal- 
ic. leader of the ruling Croat- 
ian Democratic Union iHDZi, 
proclaimed yesterday; 

Despite rising popular dis- 
satisfaction with the ruling 
elite's wealth, the HDZ posted 
a convincing victory in Sunday's 
elections for municipal gov- 
ernments add the Chamber of 
Counties, the upper house. 

The HDZ's standing in Za- 
greb has improved and ii may 


even gain control, after refus- 
ing for 18 months to accept the 
opposition victory in the last 
elections in October 1995. 

Winning 35 per cent of the 
city council vote, the HDZ took 
24 seats - the biggest fraction 
in the 50-seat local legislature. 
The Social Democrats, former 
communists, took 24 per cent, 
and the centrist Social Liber- 
als 1257 per cent. 

In Split, Croatia's second- 
biggest city, the results gave the 
opposition a chance to damp 
the HDZ mayor by forming a 
post -election alliance. 

But the HDZ claimed victo- 
ry in parliamentary voting in 
19 out of 21 counties. Prelimi- 
nary results gave the party 
41 oif68 seats in the upper boose 
- four more than in the 1993 

elections. 
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300 feared dead 
as haj tent city 
is swept by fire 
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Mecca, where sheer pressure of numbers - 2 million are attending this year - and poor organisation have contributed to such 
disasters as yesterday s fire and an incident in 1994 when hundreds of Indonesians died in a -stampede Photograph: AP 


Patrick Cockbarn 

Afire in a tent dty outside Mec- 
ca, in Saudi An&ia, killed at 
least 50 pilgrims, mostly 
Bangladeshis and Pakistanis, 
yesterday as they attended the 
annual haj (pflgrtmagey, though 
witnesses said the toll was as 
high as 3D0. 

Thick douds of smoke rose 
over the rents of the pilgrims as 
high winds spread flames 
through their encampments. 
Reports of panic among the pil- 
grims suggest that the casualty 
list will grow. The origin of the 
fire is not known, but may have 
been a gas fire belonging to one 
of the pilgrims. 

Two million pilgrims from 
across the Muslim world are 
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taking port in the haj. In the 
past, the vast numbers venting 
Mecca, and the ineptitude of the 
Saudi Arabian authorities have 
led to disasters in which hun- 
dreds have died. 

The gover nm ent said little of- 
ficially yesterday except that the 
fire bad begun at 11.45am, 
promising more details later. 

Civil -defence officials said 
the fire started in a tent city near 
Mina, which is seven miles 
from Mecca. They did not con- 


4 1 can still see 
the thick black 
smoke at Mina 
and it is already 
four hours since 
it started 9 


firm the number of casualties, 
although the Pakistani :imhas- 
sador was reported as saying 
that 30 of his cnmpulriots'hitd 
died. 

Helicopters were brought in 
to try to douse the flames 
among the tents. “I can still see 
the thick black smoke at Mina 
and it is atready four hours since 
it started,’' an onlooker in Mec- 
ca told a reporter. 

The fire was later reported to 
have been extinguished after 


blaring for five hours. Details 
are still sketchy. The Saudi 
News Agency said the fire st:irt- 
ed at a bridge between Mina 
and Mecca. Another report 
suggests that it began because 
of the malfunction of an air-con- 
ditioning uniL 

In 1994 hundreds of In- 
donesian pilgrims were kilted 
when they surged forward in 
(he ceremony of "stoning the 
Devil” which is pan of rhe haj 
ritual. 

In 19K7 402 Iranians were 
killed in a tight with Saudi Ara- 
bian security forces. Over the 
past 10 years Saudi Arabia has 
spent SiS.bbn providing facili- 
ties for the pilgrims. Each na- 
tionality normally has its own 
encampment. Ah 'lit half the 2 
million pilgrims are foreign - 
some 6U,(MJU of them Iranian - 
and the rest are Saudi Arabian. 

The haj is the fifth pillar of 
Islam, w hich enjoins all believ- 
ers who can to visit the Kaaba, 
the Muslim Holy of Holies, 
containing the sacred Black 
Slone. Belore entering the city 
men pul on two seamless pieces 
of white cknh. Women wear or- 
dinary clothes. After entering 
Mecca the pilgrims walk round 
the Kaaba umi-eloekwise seven 
times. Other rituals include 
standing on Mount Arafat, just 
east of Mecca, from midday to 
sunset. Pilgrims must also throw 
stones at the three pillars rep- 
resenting the Devil at Mina, 
near where yesterday's fire 
broke out. 


significant shorts 


Mandela and De Klerk 
warn of SA fault lines 

President Nelson Mandela and his predecessor. FW dc 
Klerk, who shared a Nobel prise for bringing democracy 
to South Africa, yesterday warned that their country’s 
post-apartheid unity was cracking. 

“We are burdened with the legacy of decades, indeed 
centuries, of deliberate division, conflict and hostility. It 
would be a mighty error to imagine that three years could 
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Tbday, in some ways, the old fault lines in our society are 
showing more sharply,” Mr Mandela told parliament. 

Mr de Klerk appeared to agree. '‘Reconciliation, 
co-operation and nation-building have become central 
themes of your presidency. Unfortunately ... objective 
analysis shows that we are slipping downwards, that we 
are beginning to lose out.” he said. 

Football tragedy ‘sick joke’ 

The families of 78 fans killed in an overcrowded football 
stadium last year have criticised sports promoters for 
planning to reopen the stadium without compensating the 
victims. The tragedy occurred before the Idckoff at a 
War/d Cup classifying match between Costa Rica and 
Guatemala on 16 October, when overcrowding triggered a 
human avalanche in the stadium's cement bleachers. "It is 
like a sick joke to us that they are opening the stadium on 
{another] Wednesday the 16th ... they are only thinking of 
making money,” Eli da Trejo, who losi her husband and 
son in the tragedy, said. Reuters - Guatemala City 

Prince on business in Africa 

Prince Andrew urged British businesses to explore more 
investment and trade opportunities in Zimbabwe, saying 
its economic climate was improving rapidly. 

The prince arrived in Zimbabwe yesterday Tor a three- 
day visit during which he will witness a joint military 
exercise by eight southern African nations. Britain is partly 
funding the exercise, in which some 1,100 troops from 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia. South Africa, 
Swaziland, Tanzania and Zimbabwe arc taking part. The 
exercise, aimed at honing peace-keeping skilLsFis the first of 
its kind in Africa. ~ Reuters - Harare 

Outlaw’s shirt fetches $85,000 

A Nevada casino paid $85,000 (£53,000) for the bullet- 
riddled shirt worn by outlaw Clyde Barrow when 
authorities ambushed him and nis infamous girlfriend 
Bonnie Parker. The bid for the “death shin” on Monday 
was more than double the original estimate by the San 
Francisco auctioneer. Butterfield and Butterfield More 
than half of the money will go to Marie Barrow, the 
outlaw's only surviving sibling. AP - San Francisco 

Israeli pays for throwing tea 

An Israeli right-wing extremist was sentenced to three 
years in prison for throwing scalding tea in the face of 
dovish legislator Yael Dayan, Israeli media reported. 
According to the reports, Ms Dayan, daughter of the late 
defence minister, Moshe Dayan, suffered second-degree 
burns and an eye injury in the assault. The defendant. 
Israel Ledennan, was also given a 15-month suspended 
sentence. AP - Jerusalem 

Zambia press retains freedom 

The Zambian government indefinitely postponed 
proposed legislation to regulate the press after public and 
diplomatic pressure. “In order io allow for Further 
consultation, with all stakeholders, and principally the 
electors, the government has deferred the proposed 
Media Council BflJ," David Mpamha, the Information 
Minister, said in a statement. Scores of Zambian 
journalists staged angry protests at the weekend against 
the proposed law which aims to give the government 
power to bar journalists from working. Reuters - Lusaka 

Sour grapes in Miami 

A Miami restaurant on Monday reached agreement with 
an insurance company for $J.75m (£].lm) in 
compensation for the destruction of its famed wine cellar 
during Hurricane Andrew in 1992, the restaurant's lawyer 
said. The case has been in dispute since 1994 and was due 
to reach court in May. Reuters - Miami 
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America’s 
black stars 
win their 
stripes the 
hard way 
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Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


Weeks of an inimitably American 
sporting love-in came to a dimax last 
night with President BQ1 Clinton's ap- 
pearance at Shea stadium, in New 
York, to honour the memory of a nar 
tional hero with a difference. 

It was 50 years to the day since 
Jackie Robinson took the field for the 
Dodgers in Brooklyn and became the 
first black player admitted to Major 
League baseball, and Mr Clinton, 
ever attuned to the public mood, was 
then: to pay the nation's tribute. 

Already a big event, the anniver- 
sary was given special point at the 


igei 

became the first black American to 
win the US Masters golf tournament. 
It was a victory that smashed all 
records: Woods won by the biggest 
margin, with the highest under-par 
score - at the “whitest" golf dab in 
the United States. 

Young black golfers across the 
country spoke of being inspired to 
“go out and practise” each time they 
recalled Woods's victory. 

Middle-class parents and grand- 
parents - white, but especially black 
- delighted in the dignified com- 
portment and linguistic sophistica- 
tion of their new hero. 

Some even hazarded, perhaps 
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Major League 
baseball; Tiger 
Woods, fire* Wa<* 
American to win 
US Masters; and tne 
basketball player 
Michael Jordan. 
Photographs: Corbts; 
David TaylotfANspoft: 
Reuters 


from an inadequate appreciation of 
the historical context, that Woods's 
achievement - victory in a sport that 
is predominantly 'white” - could 
prove even greater than Robinson’s, 
opening the door to “colour-blind- 
ness” in all sports. 

But the celebration of Jackie 
Robinson and Tiger Woods has not 
been unalloyed. Woods himself 
helped to puncture the bubble of eu- 
phoria by declining President din- 
ton's invitation to be his personal 
guest at Shea stadium last nighL He 
stuck to plans to go on holiday. 
Whether he feared elevation to the 
icon status of Robinson or simply did 
not want to detract from the Robin- 


son anniversary, can only be a mat- 
ter for speculation. 

Even before Woods's decision to 
go on holiday, however, the Robin- 
son anniversary had provided the oc- 
casion for some awkward 
questioning about the baseball play- 
er’s real legacy and about the posi- 
tion of blacks in US sport today. 

One aspect, thrown into relief by 
Woods's golfing success, is the con- 
tinued segregation of sport, and 
sports. It is not just golf that remains 
a largely white sport. Even profes- 
sional baseball, where Robinson 
supposedly broke the path for blades, 
boasts only 17 per cent of players who 

are black, and the proportion is de- 


clining. This contrasts with basket- 
ball and American football, where . 
players are predominantly - 80 and 
67 percent respectively - black. The 
athletics field, and particularly the 
running track, is similarly dominat- 
ed by blacks. 

Some explain this discrepancy as 
a matter of class and economics 
rather than colour. Club and green 
fees, they say, are just too high for 
many blacks; a pair of boots and a 
ball are affordable. They note that 
new gotf courses are springing up in 
black mkldle-dass areas- but with- 
out concluding that the existence of 
“white" and “black” courses may per- 
petuate segregation. Nor does af- 


fordability explain the relatively 
small number of blacks in the high- 
ly lucrative sport of baseball. 

Bat the anniversary has also 
spawned a more profound question 
that goes well beyond the world of 
sport. In its starkest form, this asks 
whether Jackie Robinson might un- 
wittingly be to blame for the failure 
of many (especially male) blacks in 
American society and their low ex- 
pectations. 

Robinson’s elevation to black 
icon, proponents of this view say. 
meant many young blacks saw sport, 
and only sport, as their passport to 
wealth and success. They cite the suc- 
cession of black sporting heroes - the 


latest, before Tiger Wtoods, being the 
basketball player Michael Jordan - 
as giving blacks too narrow a nckl of 
rote models, and whites an excuse to 
believe blacks were succeeding in 
American society. 

Such critics support their view with 
reference to a recent survey, ac- 
cording to which two- thirds of young 
black men “expected” to become 
professional sportsmen, yet only 
one in 10 , 000 would ever achieve that 

goaL They are thus left with the wrst 

of two worlds they have an aspira- 
tion which diverts them from acad- 
emic study and other professional 
ambitions and which is also unat- 
tainable. 
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flag flying in 
South Pacific 
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:r prune minister Ka- 


tralia has been In existence for 
over 200 years and the repub- 
lic issue is still being debated 
there. And we're not even 20 
years old,” Mr Pheniu said 
Mr Laatasi was also partly 
undercut by local uproar over 
tiny cor- a deal his government made to 
let the Asia Pacific Telecom- 
munication company lease Tu- 
valu’s area code to cany toll 
calls. This earned more than 
£420,000 (£263,000) a year for 
a country with a budget of less 
tban$4m. 
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A group of nine coral island! 
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H ere is a question for New Labour. 
Does its leader accept it is a re- 
sponsibility of government to re- 
duce inequality? We only ask because 
Gordon Brown seemed reluctant to be 
drawn on this issue last week. It is, of 
course, a trick question. It was asked by 
Tony Blair of John Major two years ago 
in the House of Commons. Now, two 
years may be a long time in the politics 
of today’s Labour Party, but given that 
Mr Major’s answer was “Yes” even Mr 
Blair is hardly going to answer “No". 

Mr Major's one^word reply was one 
of the more genuinely shocking moments 
of the last and unlamented parliament. 
It was certainly not what Margaret 
Thatcher would have said, but it is also 
difficult to reconcile with the softer-edged 
philosophy of the Conservative govern- 
ment since 1990. 

Similarly, many Independent readers 
will treat the Prime Minister’s concern 
for the have-nots in today's newspaper 
with a curling eyebrow. Yet there is a cred- 
ible argument Mr Major could deploy. 
Greater inequality, he could say, was a 
price we had to pay for halting our rel- 
ative economic decline. It is a price we 
probably have to continue to pay if we 
want to remain competitive in world mar- 
kets; but so long aswe can sustain growth 
then we can ensure that the less fortu- 
nate do not lose out in absolute terms. 

That was Baroness Thatcher's argu- 
ment, and it remains the logical case of 
the Conservatives still. It was an argu- 


ment which explicitly turned its back on 
the idea that the stale had a responsibility 
to promote equality. In today’s article, 
Mr Major seeks both to proclaim him- 
self a One Nation Tory and to condemn 
the self-defeating “paternalism’' of the 
Macmillan era in which be grew up. The 
only way to square this particular circle 
is to avoid the issue of equality altogether 

- to ditch wealth comparisons as a blind 
alley. He can only speak of One Nation 
by turning a blind eye to the huge 
growth in the numbers of the relatively 
poor over the past IS years. 

When it comes to equality, the record 
of the Conservatives is stark. The gap be- 
tween rich and poor has grown sharply. 
The poor may not be si gnifican tly worse 
off in real terms than in 1979, but there 
are three times as many families de- 
pendent on state benefits than there were 

- and incomes for those in the middle 
and at the top end of the distribution have 
risen substantially. And for those at the 
very top, the increases have been so steep 
as to induce a sense of moral vertigo. 

The most dramatic growth in in- 
equality happened in the 1980s, mostly 
as a result of the opening of the British 
economy to world markets and the col- 
lapse in demand for unskilled labour. But 
the Tory government's tax policies had 
an important effect in widening the gap 
still further, and the general direction of 
tax policy has not changed since Mr Ma- 
jor became Prime Minister. Nor has a 
One Nation instinct been apparent in oth- 
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er policies. The Tory enthusiasm for cut- 
ting inheritance tax is hardly congruent 
with it Nor is an education policy which, 
by putting parental choice at its heart 
inevitably accelerates the polarisation of 
schools into good ones for the better-off 
and sink schools for the poor. There are 
logoi economic reasons behind these 
and many other policies. Toy inpatience 
with “equality” as a political idea has a 
long and intellectually coherent pedigree. 

Fhir enough. But one reason the 
country may be prepared to contemplate 
change at this election is that there is a 
widespread desire to see some of the di- 
visions in our nation healed. It may be 


conscience. It may be middle-class self- 
preservation, confronted by the spectre 
of rising crime. But it seems to exisL 
- “Equality” is not a big New Labour 
word either. But amply by asking that 
question of Mr Major two years ago, Mr 
Blair has accepted that a Labour gov- 
ernment would be -under an obligation 
to reduce Use gap between rich and poor. 
This Knot, as Mr Blau has accepted, sim- 
ply a matter of that slippery concept, 
equality of opportunity. “For the notion 
of community to have any meaning then 

there must be a certain degree of equal- 
ity of outcome," he said in 1993. 

That is the kind of phrase calculated 


to summon up unwelcome ghosts of the 1 
long-distant time, “BT”, of Before 
Thatcher. And Mr Blair and his Shad- 
ow Chancellor become strangely, inar- 
ticulate when pressed for further 

partkmlars.lt was up to Dawl Blimkett, 
a less squeamish politician, to explain 
New Labour’s credo in an important 
speech earlier this year. “There was a . 
time, of course, when socialists believed 
thatby rwiistribution of mcome through 
progressive taxation, it would be possi~ 

bte to prowde equal treatment for every- 

onc,"besaicL Cash transfers are no loiter 
an option, he added brutally. “The only 
way of enabling people to rise out of 
poverty and disadvantage is by enabling 
them to earn their own living.” 

Mr Bbir was goaded into dedaring this 
week that of course he was passionate 
about social justice - for him. widening 
educational opportunity is social justice, 
not handouts to the poor. 

He is right, bat there is a problem with 
this view, Which has not so for been, ex- 
amined in this election campaign. Of 
course, if a labour government can “cut 
the trills of failure” by shifting large num- 
bets of people off welfare and into work, 
then many of the poor will be better off 
and foe gap between the rich and (many 
of) the poor wiD have narrowed. But that 
is a big “if", and this newspaper has yet 
tobe convinced foal Mr Brown’s planfor 
250,000 young and long-term unem- 
ployed, paid for by the windfall levy on 
privatised companies, is-of the kind of 


scale that will match up to the challenge. 

Let us hope that, if Mr Brown gets to 
present a July budget, he will be bold. It 
. may be that foe tax system is neither the 
most important cause of greater in- 
equality, nor the moa effective means 
; qf dosing foe gap, but there is a strong 
case far an immediate move to take away 
tax reliefs from the better-off A little old- 
fashioned redistribution would do the 
. country goodand the economy no harm, 
^festerday’s words from both leaders were 
cheering. But actions would be better. 

A mutual friend 
in the Co-op 

rphe Co-operative Wholesale Society 
_L is bemg stalked. There wiU be many 
people who, unsympathetic both to the 
aims and style of the break-up special- 
ist Andrew Regan, will be wondering if 
co-operative commerce has had its clay. 
After all, the Rochdale Pioneers went 
into business a long time ago, and big- 
time retailing is no playground these 
days. But our -institutional landscape 
would be severely diminished by the dis- 
appearance of the co-operative move- 
ment, just as there must surely be a place, 
still, for foe mutual principle in financial 
services and housing finance. The CWS 
could perform better - but its members 
ought to keep their nerve. 
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Britain’s ‘two 

nations’ 

revisited 

Sin Over here from Canada for the 
first time in years, I have been 
shown around by my hosts. They 
took me just a few miles to an 
exciting political spot. Visiting the 
Teuton constituency I found a 
higher concentration of new 
German executive cars than 
anywhere I can think of in Canada. 

It seemed that a little “sleaze" was 
a small price to pay for so much 
general wealth. 

I later visited former mining and 
industrial areas that I had long ago 
recalled as tight-knit, real 
“communities”. Many were 
devastated by crime, drug-users 
and unemployment. Is this the “two 
nations” of which Disraeli spoke? I | 
heard of hospital bed losses, failing 
schools, sick folk dying in 
ambulances. Then ! read The 
Independent of Friday. 11 April. 

It amazes me that Polly Toynbee 
found people suffering and yet 
unprepared to vote. These same 
people now have 2 million more 
people between them and a job 
than in 1979. They must pay VAT - 
though they probably do not pay 
income tax - so all the tax cuts work 
against them. Yet your 
Conservatives arc safe from their 
wrath ... ours were kicked to 
oblivion in 1993. 

God help you if you will not help 
voursehes. 

JIM TOBIN 
C/inv. Cheshire 

Sin The Secretary of State for Wales. 
William Hague, expressing his total 
opposition last week even to a 
review of our present electoral 
system, went so far as to claim that 
those countries which had adopted 
any proportionally representative 
voting system were proven ly weak 
and unstable. He picked, as one 
would expect, on Italy- He failed to 
mention those in Europe which had 
adopted some other form or voting 
than “first past the post", including 
Norway, Denmark. Sweden. 
Germany. France. Belgium. 

Holland.’ Spain and Portugal: and 
farther afield Australia. New 
Zealand. Japan and others. Are all 
these unstable societies? 

Surely the Tory party leadership 
should already have taken account 
of the facts, apparent from recent 
by-election results and opinion 
polls, that there are scores of 
constituencies throughout Britain 
where the third party in voting 
terms is Liberal Democrat- hut with 
little or no chance of winning; that 
tactical voting, especially among 

foe young, is on the increase; and 
that New Labour has reasserted its 
pledge to have a referendum about 
electoral reform during foe lifetime 
of the next parliament. 

In 1951 Winston Churchill 
declared foal unless foe unfair 
electoral system were changed there 
would he dire future consequences 
for the Tories. If these long-hatched 
chickens arc now coming home to 
roost, who is to blame? 

Sir FREDERIC BENNETT 
AberangeJL Gwynedd 

Sir. Apropos Tony Blair's apparent 
U-turn over privatisation, would 
the heir to a wasted estate make it 
his first priority to buy hack the 
family silver put in pawn to pay 
gambling debts? Rather, he might 
have to sell what remains of such 
assets in order to pul his estate 
back on its feel as a going concc m. 

We owed Thatcher to Bonn and 
ScaigiU: we wfll owe Bbir to Major 
and Howard. 

JOHN A DAVIS 

■’ - -» vu.Jfnr.) f'amhritioethirt' 



Unseen art hoard 
in Whitehall 

Sir. The news (report, 12 April) 
that a catalogue of the Government 
Art Collection is being published is 
welcome, but what is less welcome 
is the fact that no steps are being 
taken to provide members of the 
public with access to the items in 
the collection. 

Surely double standards are 
being adopted here: the so-called 
"V&A List” is a catalogue of the 
works of art and other objects of 
national importance in private 
hands which arc conditionally 
exempted from capital taxation. It 
is available for inspection by 
members of the public at major 
national museums, on a computer 
disk which can be purchased from 
the Inland Revenue for £10. and on 
the Internet. Members of the 
public have a right to require access 
to any item in this list on request to 
the owner or agent named in the 
list 

These are items on which (he 
Government has deferred a capital 
tax charge f which would oihc rwisc 
have been levied as a percentage of 
the value of the object) in return 
for the provision of public access. 
Should not therefore items the 
whole cost of which has been borne 
by the public purse be made all the 
more readily available for 
i inspection by members of the 
public? 

It is all very well for the 
i Government to adorn the walls of 
mini st ly offices with original works 
I of art, thus acting as a patron of 
I contemporary artists and. one 
hopes, also making a good 
, investment; but if private owners 
j who benefit from public financial 
mmmiiment inour artistic heritage 


have to provide public access by 
appointment, so, too, should the 
Government itself. 

RHOD ERICK VOREMBERG 

Salisbury 

Wiltshire 


Charity names 
prostituted 

Sin David Robinson (letter, 9 
April) asks why he is being 
inundated by charities asking for 
money far a mention in a 
programme or brochure. 

The likely reason that the 
callers all sound the same is that 
they are all from the same 
company. These middlemen, with 
professional telephone 
salespeople, produce such 
programmes with the sole aim of 
raising funding. Before passing foe 
money on to foe charity 
concerned, they take out their own 
costs and a profit margin. This 
often leaves a little as 20p in the 
pound to go to the charity. 

Why do the charities agree to 
this prostitution of their names? 
They see only 20p that they 
wouldn’t otherwise get, and are 
blind to the danger of business 
fatigue. 

GAVIN WALKER. 

Redmile , Leicestershire 

Sin 1 was saddened to read the 
letter of David Robinson about 
charitable organisations acting like 
“hunting dogs”. Having recently 
attempted to appeal to many 
Industries and shopping outlets for 


help to build a much-needed 
nursery, I know that it is hard to get 
scraps from the rich man’s table. 

I thought that at least good 
manners would warrant a reply - 
even a polite refusal and wishes of 
good luck, but, alas, it seems that 
has gone by the wayside. 

Perhaps David Robinson should 
tty fund-raising far a charity and 
sec how disheartening and 
humiliating it can be. . 

Fr MICHAEL HARTLEY 
Adswood 

I Greater Manchester 


Private landlords 
face ruin 

Sin The Government claims that it 
is initiating policies to bclp small 
businesses. This is clearly not foe 
case when it comes to foe private 
rented sector of the housing 
market. 

Oae of the last acts by foe 
Government will cut the rent 
payable to landlords in hall There 
will be a devastating effect an 
house providers when the single 
room rent on housing benefit 
payments is extended to all single * 
people under foe age of 60 and the 


50 per cent top-up between 
reference rents and local rents is 
abolished. 

This legislation will cripple an 
enormous number of small 
businesses as hundreds of landlords 
will be farced out of business. . 
Landlords have been encouraged 
by the Conservatives to invest in 
raising housing standards only to 


find the properties will no longer 
attract an economic rent. 

As these regulations apply only 
to the private rented sector - 
housing associations being exempt 
- 1 can only conclude this is an 
attempt by the Conservatives, the 
so-called champions of private 
initiative, to nationalise the rented 
sector of the housing market 

The legislation will force many 
landlords to stop investing in 
properties. The Conservative 
manifesto states: “Entrepreneurs 
| often risk everything when they set 
up their own business." They 
certainly do when investing in 
i housing under a Conservative 
government. 

MAJRTWMCVLAN 
j Treasurer 

National Federation of 
Residential Landlords 
I Manchester 


Library without 
walls - or money 

Sir The concept of the “library 
without walls" (Network-h 15 
April) is doomed in the UK unless 
government policy on freely .. 
available networked information is 
j -radically altered. 

From my desktop in a university, 

, I have free access to foe computer 
caialogueof the Library of 
Congress, phis all the erther good _ 
things such as the “American 
Memory” database touched on in .. 
your article. When I investigate 
similar access to the holdings of 
the British Library, I encounter 
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several stumbling blocks: front-end 
software (PC only - not 
Macintosh) is required to access 
the system even on a trial basis; the 
software installation is not 
straightforward on my alternative 
Windows 95 machine: it most 
definitely is not free. Result: foe 
trial is abandoned. 

Unfortunately, this is typical of 
the way in which national 
institutions such as the British 
Library and the Meteorological 
Office are forced, through lack of 
funding or the need to beself- 
faoding, to charge for what should 
be freely available. 

What is the point of digitising 

material when the general public 

doesn’t even have free access to 
basic catalogues? 
MKEAINBCOUGH 
Henfield - 
Wat Sussex 


Moral lesson of 
cat and bird 

■Sir: So Melvin Goldsmith (letter, 

12 April) thinks there is an 
inconsistency when a nation of cat- 
lovers criticises a handful of 
huntsmen. 

When I hear abird startingto 
squawk in my hedge with my cal 
nearby 1 do my utmost to rescue 
the birf- if I am unsuccessful I am 
sad about ft,- but I cannot change . 
foe instinctive nature of animals. 

1 can never accept the chasing of 
deer andfaxes as a “sport" in the 
same category as temris and . 

footbafl. I expect human beings to’ 

havesome moral sense - 1 do not . 

expect this of animals. 

RHODA MELVILLE 

TUehurst 

Berkshire 


Blame fishermen, 
not Brussels 

Sin Everyone sympathises with the 
paucity of fish and foe plight of 
fishermen. However, in recent 
years they have themselves to 
blame by their intensive fishing 
methods, which have resulted in 
foe near disappearance of fish 
stocks. 

The British problem has been 
magnified by British fishermen 
themselves selling their quotas to 
both Spanish and Dutch fishing 
companies. 

Under Single Market rules, to 
which Britain has signed up, John 
Major has absolute tyno case for . 
askmg his colleagues in the 
European Council to stop these 
Spanish and Dutch fishermen from 
taking over British quotas, since 
these roles allow the free 
movement of capital, people and 
businesses to operate within the 
EU countries. 

The Spanish have deactivated 
more of their fishing fleet than has 
Britain. There needs to be much 
more serious discussion amongst . 
the Council of Ministers 
responsible for fisheries policy in 
order to ensure that we will have 
fish in our seas in five years' time. 
Mis PAMELA WARD 
Chairman 

European Movement UK 
I Huddersfield 


Honour those 
who serve 

Sin Godfrey Hodgson gets one 
thing absolutely correct: the British 
honours system is horribly bloated 
(11 April). There are too many 
honours, given too often to Loo 
many politicians’ friends. 

However Gore Vidal has made 
the observation that for centuries 
the British government has got 
away with paying its civil servants 
with honour rather than cash. That 
enabled it to secure the services of 
the brightest and the best without 
l having to enter an auction far these 
services. 

The country should celebrate the 
teacher and the nurse who serve 
selflessly for years. Those with an 
outstanding sense of civic duty arc 
deserving of foe honour of the 
country. 

TETTEHTURKSON 
London W1 2 


Trust in change 

Sir: 1 am sick and tired of being told 
by Tbry politicians that we cannot 
trust Tony Blair because he keeps 
changing his mind about things. We 
are repeatedly quoted Tony Blair's 
speeches from as long as three years 
ago and then told that they 
contradict what he says today. What 
kind of idiots do foe Conservatives 
think voters are? Any politician 
who refused to change and develop 
his policies over three years would 
not be fit for anything.’ 

TOBY STONE 
Oxford 


Doorstep sleaze 

Sir. My son is canvassing far a 
Member of Parliament in East 
Anglia. He got into conversation 
with a girl of eight or nine and 
passed some pleasantries with her, 
be holding her cat for a bit whilst 
she held his clipboard. A few 
momenta later, on passing her and 
her mother, he overheard her 
protesting. “Oh no Mum, he’s not a 
pervert; he's a Conservative ” 
MARILYN KJRK 
Reaconsfield, Buckinghamshire 









When 
treasure 
becomes 
a burden 


Our greatest galleries will 
lose their place on the 
international stage unless 
they defy the wishes of their 
biggest benefactors, argues 
David Lister 


C an philanthropy be 
bad for the nation’s 
cultural health? 
Does it profit the 
arts if oar most cele- 
brated benefactors are also con- 
trol freaks? 

This spring the director of 
the fabulous Glasgow Burrell 
collection, Julian Spalding, will 
use more diplomatic language 
when he appears before a parl- 
iamentary commission to 
defend himself against the 
charge of breaching the will of 
Sir William Burrell, the Glas- 
gow shipping magnate and art 
collector. But privately he will 
probably be thinking that the 
ego of Sir William, who died in 
1958, reaches beyond the grave. 

Its reach is not so long as that 
of Lady Wallace, whose dying 
wishes over her London col- 
lection of paintings, furniture 
and porcelain, bequeathed to 
the nation 100 years ago, have 
negative effects on exhibitions 
being held today. 

The Wallace,' the Rite, the 
Walker in Liverpool and gal- 
leries up and down the country 
wfll have their gaze on Glasgow 
as the Burrell issue threatens to 
engulf the an world Mr Spald- 


ing, the head of Glasgow’s mus- 
eums, has pledged to make a 
dramatic change to the Burrell, 
the city’s one internationally 
famous museum - now housed 
in a new £20m building in 300 
acres of parkland - with hs dis- 
play of 8.000 items including 
antiquities, jades, bronzes, 
medieval tapestries, Cdzannes 
and Rembrandts. 

Mr Spalding has decided to 
go against the striettenns of Sir 
William's 1944 bequest, which 
included a codicil that the lead- 
ing of his collection should be 
restricted to major institutions 
in Britain, and nothing should 
go abroad Mr Spalding, backed 
by the city council, wants to 
alter the terms, which requires 
an Act of Parliament. 

It is necessary, he says, 
because the competition for 
top art exhibitions is now so 
intense that a.gallery can hope 
to attract loans from abroad 
only if it can return the favour 
from time to time. If Glasgow 
does not share the Burrell trea- 
sures with the world the world 
may just stop sharing its trea- 
sures with Glasgow. “We bor- 
row from the great museums of 
the world,” he explains, “and 



Rodbft Thinker, part of the Burrell collection in Glasgow, where the cfirector wants to after the terms of a bequest so that items can be loaned abroad 


they want something back." 

He is also quick to point out 
the illogicality of Sir William's 
decrees, made during the Sec- 
ond World War when travel was 
hazardous. Mr Spalding says 
pungently: “I can put a Burrell 
item on a plane in Glasgow and 
fly to London, but I cannot fly 
it to France or New York 
because that would mean trav- 
elling over water... Sir William 
certainly wanted his collection 
to be lent, but only in Britain, 
because as a ship-owner, he did 
not trust ships. He could not 
have predicted the safety of air 
travel, which now enables all 
the great museums of the world 
to lend freely to each other ... 
He originally willed that his col- 
lections should be housed 16 
miles from the city, because it 
was so polluted He could not 
have predicted the effects of the 
Clean Air Act, which in fact 
allowed the Burrell Gallery to 
be built in Glasgow itself." 

The Glasgow press has called 
Mr Spalding the sort of names 
it usually reserves for English 
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soccer fans, and the trustees 
have dissociated themselves 
from Spakfing and called in the 
parliamentary commissioners. 

In the background is a period 
of savage council cuts which 
have led to redundancies 
among museum staff and mut- 
terings about Mr Spalding fell- 
ing to replace key posts, includ- 
ing the keeper of the Burrell 
collection itself. 

But the central issue, which 
could affect all museums and 
galleries, is whether it is incum- 
bent upon a museum's trustees 
and director to honour strictly 
and in perpetuity the terms of 
a bequest. Is it both illegal and 
immoral to flout the instruct- 
ions in a benefactor’s will? And 
does it make any long-term 
practical sense? Might it mean 
that bequests to British gal- 
leries will dry up, if benefactors 
fear that their dying wishes will 
be overturned. 

Conversely, does it make any 
sense to abide by every dot and 
comma of a bequest when con- 
servation arrangements, and 
funding, can change beyond 
recognition over the decades 
and even centuries since the 
original bequests were made? 

So far Mr Spalding has failed 
to find an ally. Magnus -Link- 
later, former editor of The 
Scotsman, says: “A trust is being 
broken and if it can be done 
once, it win be done again. The 
time has come for the art world 
south as well as north of the 
Border to take an interest, 
because the principle involved 
is universal.*' 

But principles and art 
bequests are rather more con- 
fused than Mr Spalding’s 
detractors would nave us 


believe. Tkke the case of Sir 
Denis Mahon, the distin- 
guished octogenarian art col- 
lector, who has announced to 
universal acclaim that he is 
leaving his collection of Italian 
Baroque paintings to the 
National Gallery and other 
museums with the stated con- 
dition that the paintings be 
withdrawn if the Government 
cuts funding to those galleries, 
or they charge for admission. ■ 
WeiX it sounded good. But 
within days the Government 
did indeed cut the National 
Gallery's funding, in last 
autumn’s Budget. Having 
painted himself into a comer. 
Sir Denis took evasive action. 


6 If Glasgow does 
not share with the 
rest of the world, 
the world will 
not share with 
Glasgow 9 


saying he would .wait and see 
how the situation develt 
He was not so unc 
towards the - Walker Art 
Gallery, whose trustees have 
decided to make admission 
charges. 

Sir Denis has' withdrawn his 
three Old Master paintings 
from the Walker. Richard Fos- 
ter, the gallery's director, 
points out not only that the 
charges were inevitable after 
overrun ent cutbacks, but that 
e £3 ticket would give admis- 
sion for a year to the Wtiker, 




and six other galleries. Three 
pounds, less than the price of 
parking near the free National 
Gallery, does not seem Dra- 
conian, and, as Mr Foster goes 
on to say, the losers from Sir 
Denis’s withdrawal of his gift 
are not the Government, but 
the schoolchildren of Liver- 
pool. 

According to one gallery 
director. Sir Denis is merely atr 
extreme example of many who 
leave an art bequest. “It’s rarely 
simple philanthropy. They want 
their name to live on, and to 
control the bequest after their 
death. In Sir Denis’s case, be 
wants to control national pol- 
icy after his death.” 

Bnt linking a bequest to a 
political condition about fund- 
ing or charging in the Nineties 
is as fraught as making condi- 
tions for all time about travel 
based on the safety and tech- 
nology available in the Forties. 

The National Lottery is 
changin g the f unding equa- 
tion. Formerly only able to 
give money to new buildings, 
the lottery is now rapidly being 
overhauled to be able to fund 
artists themselves, new com- 
missions, educational schemes. 
If that trend continues, will one 
in years to come be able to 
make such a strong case against 
cuts in annual revenue funding 
by government? 

As for charging, wnat if 
museums decide to charge 
tourists but exempt local 
people? Would that, be so 
wrong? Thke one of the most 
famous bequests in this conn- 
try - Michelangelo's Tondo in 
the Royal Academy, one of 
only four sculptures by Michel- 
angelo outside Italy. Yet even 


if you gp to the Royal Academy 
you are likely to miss iL The 
Royal Academy’s magazine 
says in its latest issue: “The 
Tondo is now well protected 
behind bullet-proof glass, but 
its colour and the harsh light- 
ing have flattened the carv- 
ing's appearance, detracting 
considerably from its artistic 
impact" ' 

That's quite an admission 
for the institution itself to 
make. The 19th-centuiy col- 
lector and amateur artist 
George Beaumont wanted all 
artists “to have free access to 
it”. His wish has been granted. 
But in 1827, the year Beaumont 
died, bullet-proof glass did not 
exist It is arguable that encas- 
ing die Tondo in glass which dis- 
torts its appearance achieves 
little. But the point remains 
that the man making the 
bequest could not have fore- 
seen that art treasures could 
become targets for terrorists or 
vandals, could not have antici- 
pated bullet-proof glass, and. 
had he done so, might not have 
insisted that the work be acces- 
sible to artists at all times. 

'pie Wallace Collection, 
which includes the Laughing 
Cavalier by Franz Hals, is also 
tied to the restrictive wishes of 
its benefactor. Lady Wallace 
100 years ago decreed: “The 
collection must be kept 
together Unmixd with other 
works of art.” 

Ros Saville, director of the 
Wallace, admits that there were 
discussions about “reconsider- 
ing” the deeds of trust, but it 
was decided it would not be 

S riate. Many of the 
In works are fragile; 
travel for people is easier than 
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for works of art, so people 
should come to the Wallace 
rather than the Wallace go to 
the people. 

But she admits that some- 
times it can be heartbreaking. 
Last year the National Gallery 
had an exhibition of Rubens, 
landscapes and, in her words, “it 
would have been magic to lend 
Rubens' Rainbow landscape 
whose pair was in the exhibition . 

But the excitement of the pos- 
sibilities were outweighed by the 
morality of going against the 
terms of the bequest. It is the 
thin end of the wedge. If the 
roof blew off. you would be 
tempted to sell something." 

Selling off items in a bequest 
is. everyone scums to agree, a 
beyond the moral pale. But“ 
should there be such a moral 
imperative to abide by terms of 
a bequest in relation to loans 
and methods of display? Did 
Sir William Burrell bn his 
deathbed in the late Fifties 
imagine that 40 years later art- 
works could go by train all the 
way to the Louvre? 

Timothy Mason, director of 
the Museums and Galleries 
Commission, does not rule out 
questioning the terms of a 
bequest when changing circum- 
stances make it plausible. “It 
should be a matter of common 
sense," be says. But one gallery 
director's common sense is 
another's outrage. 

Much better if art collectors ^ 
generous enough to enrich the T' 
nation's heritage do so in a true 
spirit of philanthropy, without 
attempting to be a curator in a 
time machine, lying future gen- 
erations to conditions that 
future centuries viewing art on 
the Internet may find laughable. 


Capital shock: London is being shut off 


W hen I lived in . 

London I always 
lived in west 

London, for no very good 
reason except that that was 
the first bit of London you 
got to from Wales, where I 
had come from. Maybe, in 
true immigrant fashion, I just 
got off the first boat or train 
from Welsh Wales and took 
rooms where I was. I do 
remember that the very first 
general election at which I 
was entitled to vote took 
place when I had just moved 
to Addison Road near 
Olympia, and the very first 
piece of election literature I 
received was from the Welsh 
Nationalists. Admittedly, it 
was forwarded to me from 
the parental home in 
Wrexham, but it was 
impressive none the less to 
get Welsh propaganda in 
London, and if there had 
been a Plaid Cymru 
candidate standing he would 
have got my vote. 

However, this is not an 
election piece. This is a west 
London piece. For the nod 2Q 
years I lived in west London, 
Notting HflJ mostly, and this 
dictated everything, even our 
weekend excursions. If you 
live in west London, you don't 


easily pop out to the Kentish 
countryside or the prairies of 
Essex. You go to the Chfllerns 
and the Thames valley. So I 
gradually became oriented to 
the west, and that may partly 
explain why, now that I live 
out of London, I live due 
west, in Wiltshire. So my 
mrmection with west London ■ 
is not broken, as every time I 
go to London 1 go in via west 
London. 

And this is what allows me 
to spot something that 
Londoners themselves may 
not have noticed, which is - 
that it is gradually but surefy 
becoming harder to get into 
London via the west, and that, 
if you want my opinion, 
someone is trying to •. 
ng in i ~ 

■ instance, if I come to 
London by train, I come in 
along the Great Western line 
from Bath. I then get the 
Bakerioo line from 
Paddington to central 
London. However, the. 

Bakerioo One is being gradually 
shut dawn. In the las few . 
months there have been big 
notices saying that for. the 
foreseeable future trains will 
only go as far as Piccadilly 
Circus, and never any further. 
This came as no great surprise 



Miles 

Kington 

tome; as even before then 
trains on the Bakerioo line 
had been erratic, with 
blackboards at Paddington 
saying LONG DELAYS 
TODAY ON BAKERLOO 
LINE or LONDON 
UNDERGROUND ADVISE 
YOU TO GO FOR A WALK 
INSTEAD. But it does seem 
extreme to close down a 
whole Underground line right 
in the middle. 

I do not always come to 
London by train. Sometimes 

I come by car. I used to 

come in by the M4, but ever 
since this began to be dosed 


down by roadworks and by 
congestion at Hammersmith 
we have taken to using the 
A303 (past Stonehenge) and 
then the M3. That is the road 
we used last weekend when 
we went to stay with friends 
in Barnes. And that is where 
we had the following 
conversation with our host. 
William. 

Us: We're thinking of 
going to the West End. 
What's the best way? 

William: Don't go by car, 
whatever you do. Even if you 
get across the Thames, which 
is doubtful, you’ll never get a 
place to p ark 

Us: What's this problem 
about crossing the Thames? 

William: Hammersmith 
Badge is closed to everything 

except buses. Some major 

strengthening scheme, 
apparently. Cars have to find 
another route now. so all the 
other bridges are getting 
overused. It's having a big 
effect on house prices in 
Barnes, too. 

Us: You mean, they’re 
going down? 

William: No. Up. 

Us: You mean, Barnes 
house prices are going up as 
it gets less accessible? It* 
usually the other way round. 


, William: It's not ibe access. 
It’s the peace and quiet. 
Barnes was a through way for 
traffic. Now it's like a village. 
Lovely. So long as the bridge 
is closed it’s going to be great, 
and there are strange rumours 
going round that it may never 
be open again. 

It’s only two straws in the 
wjnd, but they are big straws. 
The Bakerioo line being cut 
jn half. Hammersmith Bridge 
being closed. Is it too 
ludicrous to suggest that 
London is gradually being 
cut off from the rest of the 
world, and that places like 
Barnes will soon be back in 
uic country? 

Here is another straw in 
the wind. The first pub you 
come to. coming out of 
London across (the now 
fool-passenger-only) 
Hammersmith Bridge is a hia 
white building which used i« 
be called the Boileau Arms. 
Tncn, when theme pubs were 

rl in rjgc ’ 11 htfcunw i he 
Old Rangoon. Now, I notice, 
it has been renamed again. It 
is now The Garden House. 

Is that because it is soon 
going to he a couruiy puh, 
outside London, out in rural 
Barnes? 

Just asking. 
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the commentators 


Conservatives 

have served the 
many, not the few 


0 


Tgrew up in inner London in 

I the 1950s. That gave me 
W-M - valuable experience. 

I leamt that there was much 
that was wrong with Britain’s 
niner-dties. They are where we 
need good schools the most, bm 
where, too often, the worst 
schools are found. They are 
where high public services would 
have greatest impact, but where 
bureaucracy and a lack of 
accountability let down those in 
real need. They are where 
people need opportunities the 
most - but where it is ha rd e st to 
get on the 'ladder. 

But there was also much that 
was right about the community 
in which I grew up. There was a 
web of informal social support — 
a neighbourliness- which helped 
people living together. Parents 
kept a watchful eye, not just on 
their own children, but on 
friends and elderly neighbours. 

Vandalism and antr-sodal behav- 
iour were not unknown - but 
they _ were not excused or 
explained away. 

In the late Fifties and Sixties, 
many inner-city terraces were 
demolished. Communities were 
rehoused in tower blocks that 
were more modem, clean and 
spacious. But too often, they were 
also soulless. The housing was bet- 
ter, but the community was lost. 

The best of intentions had 
produced the worst of results. 

Across Britain the state was tak- 
ing over too much. We created 
a well-meaning system of pater- 
nalism, where the state decided what people 
ouj|ht to want, where the Government, 
national or local, created its dependent client 
groups and based its power on them. 

Mutual assistance was replaced by the 
primacy of the waiting list Councils took over 
and self-help was pushed aside. Education 
became more the school's responsibility, less 
the parents. Parents were given little choice. 
Social Services moved in, and community 



by John Major 

Our 

philosophy 
is about 
treating 
all people 
as equal 
citizens, 
with a 
right to 
independence 


responsibility weakened. 
Over the p 


past IS years we have tried to 
ensure that we do not repeat the mistakes of 
the past Eighty-five per cent of housing devel- 
opment funds now goes to mixed boosing on 
a human scale. We have created diversity in 
existing estates by giving tenants the right to boy 
- 1.4 milli on families have exercised this right 
in the teeth of bitter Labour opposition. We 
have given tenants a much greater say in run?- 
nin g their own estates. With those rights came 
responsibilities: local authorities were given the 
ability to crack down on anti-social behaviour. 

We put money into the renovation and 
rebuilding of poor quality public housing. Over 
the past 10 years, £2bn has been spent improv- 
ing 500 of the worst estates. 

I entered politics not just because I wanted 
i to see Britain prosperous, but because I 
7 wanted everyone to share in that prosperity. I 
wanted to turn “have nots” into “haves": to 
help build the security of ownership and self- 
reliance - to widen opportunity for all It is one 
of this Government’s proudest achievements 
that we have spread a better quality of life 
throughout the population. That 68 per cent 
of homes in England are owner-occupied, com-_ 
we were elected. 


pared with 56 per cent when we were i 
That 86 per cent of households have 


central 


heating - against just over half then. That one 
in three young people now go on to higher 
education - up from one in eight in 1979. 

These dry statistics bear out a fundamental 
truth about the Conservatives: that we have 
governed for the many and not for the few. 

At. the peak of Britain's industrial restruc- 
turing, lOyears ago, an extra 7 or 8 per cent of 
the working population was cm the dole in the 


depressed regions of the 
North compared to London 
and the South-east. Now 
those differences have been 
an in halt and every region of 
the UK has unemployment 
levels below the average for 
the rest of Europe. It hasn't 
happened tyacridenL It is Dot 
amply the product of good 
intentions. It is the result of 
Conservative enterprise .poli- 
cies that are attrac tin g new 
industries and investment.. 

We’ve made Britain the 
lowest taxed major economy 
in Europe. We’ve tamed the 
unions. We’ve freed business 
from the burdens that 
Labour would bring back 
through the job-destroying 
Social Chapter and minimum 
wage. Ana we have brought 
private sector funding into 
areas which have been run 
down for generations. 

This Government has 
trans for med areas like Huhne 
in Manchester. Four years 
ago it was marked by high 
unemployment, soaring crime 
an da dehumanising high rise 
estate. Now nearly 900 new 
jobs have beensaved or cre- 
ated through private sector 
investment in social housing. 

My objective is to trans- 
form the remaining large- 
scale public estates over the 
next decade. We are com- 
mittedto transfer -with ten- 
ants' consents - over half of 
the remaining public bous- 
ing stock to new partnership landlords. This 
wifi give estates around £25bn in private 
investment. 

But it's not just housing. In Kings Heath, 
Birmin gham, Baverstock school - which serves 
the city's potmsst neighbourhoods -has become 
Grant Maintained. An enthusiastic head 

dards. In 1988 one ^n^M ^^s^ained five 
GCSEs at grade A-Q now die figure is one in 
three. Then Baverstock had no sixth form. Now 
three oat of four win be staying m in the sixth 
form established only four yean ago. In Wal- 
sall an abandoned power station is being rede- 
veloped. Alter 15 yean 300 new houses, a golf 
course and nature reserve win take the. place 
of rotting concrete and rusty boilers. Eightmil- 
lion pounds from Government has attracted 
£54m in private investment. The whole process 
is creatmgTvell owar 1,000 new jobs. •. :• . . - 
. Eighteen years inrippoatioatiaveleft Labour 
ravenous for power. They mouth the words they 

toldtrTdo so. Wharfes behind the anile? 

Those who really seek to raise educational 
standards will not pin their faith to a party 
which mouths pieties after it has opposed every 
measure of school performance. Those who 
realty wish to turn “have note” into “haves” w21 
not put their trust in a party which fought coun- 
cil bouse sales and seeks to punish those who 
have bought shares in privatised industry. 
Those who realty want to provide jobs wfll Dot 
allow the Social Chapter and minimum wage 
to drive young people into unemployment. 

When I speak about the classless society, I 
have marina the sort of people amongst whom 
I grew up. They deserve opportunity and 
choice. They should not be fobbed off with fine 
words and an easy smile. 

Our philosophy is about treating all people 
as equal dtizens-witb aright to independence 

less weD-of^But it does them no favours to 
make them dependent on that help. 1 am deter- 
mined to give everyone the opportunity to rise 
through their own efforts and share in the 
rewards of Conservative prosperity. 


Tiger, Tiger, 

burning bright 


W e cannot yet 
know for sore, 
but it is per- 
fectly, plausi- 
ble that Tiger 
Woods will earn more money 
more quickly than any other 
human being in history. That 
is one measure of the impor- 
tance of his astonishing victory 
US Masters golf tournament 
at the weekend. But his suc- 
cess - and more important, 
the response to it - has impli- 
cations far beyond golf, far 
beyond sports, indeed far 
beyond money. It has impli- 
cations for values in the next 
century. 

Even people who cannot 
abide golf would be entranced 
by the story. A man aged 21 
utterly dominates the top US 
golf tournament with a lead of 
12 strokes, humiliatmg a 
whole generation of the 
game’s top players. More than 
this, be has the cool, confident 
charm that encouraged a US 
TV commentator to remark 
that he U must be the most eli- 
gible bachelor in the world”. 
His triumph is greeted with 
warmth and delight by the 
largely white southern US golf 
crowds - the game was at 
Augusta in Georgia - which is 
interesting given that he is a 
person of colour. His father is 
African-American, his mother 
ThaL He is the new, great 
American hero. 

There are special feamres 
particular to the United States 
that explain this phenomenon. 
Race is one. He clearly has that 
ability to make white Ameri- 
cans feel good about race; like 
General Colin Powell, he is an 
outstanding human being who 
happens not to be white. 

Class is another. He comes 
from a secure, weli-coanected 
upper-middle class family - 
his father was an army intelli- 
gence expert and he was on TV 
at the age of two putting with 
Bob Hope. 

Golf is a third special fea- 
ture. Golf, unlike American 
football, basketball, or indeed 
any other, mainstream US 
sport, has an upmarket status 
on the social, financial and 
demographic scales. It is 
smart in that rich people vie 
to join exclusive dubs. It is 
associated with financial 
power - witness the number 
of times US corporations fea- 
ture it in their adverts. And it 
is played by the relatively old. 
Since successful, richer and 
older people make a wonderr 
ful market, anyone who is 
successful at golf is immensely 
attractive to US advertisers. 
At the moment. Tiger Woods’ 
main sponsor is the sports- 
wear manufacturer Nike, and 
already Nike's little emblem 
on his hat has flashed before 
several hundred million peo- 
ple. But rich people do not 
just buy sportswear. A hero 
golfer can sell anything. That 
is why he is being predicted to 
become a sports billionaire. 

But there are attractions 
here which go beyond America 
which apply to the whole devel- 


by Hamish McRae 



REUTERS 


Young black and gifted - and already 
extremely wealthy - Tiger Woods may not 
only reshape golf, but our future ideals 


crped world, which give a global 
significance to this young man 
and which will mean that we 
may well hear much, much 
more about him over the next 
40 years. 

Think of the features that 
will make the early years of the 
next century different from the 
second half of this one. One is 
the growth of information. We 
are already bombarded with 
information; it will get much, 
much worse, as the variety of 
delivery mechanisms multi- 
plies. To get messages clearly 
across this cacophony requires 
people who command recog- 
nition and respect, such as 
Tiger Woods. 

Another feature will be the 
growth of leisure. Golf is a 
wonderful absorber of leisure 
time: I’m told by a colleague 
over from the States that be 
reckons it is impossible to get 
round a US course in less than 
four hours, given the regi- 
mented way tiie game is organ- 
ised. (On many courses, your 


must travel in a golf cart round 
a specified track - you are not 
allowed to walk anymore.) 
Expect sports that successfully 
absorb a lot of leisure time lb 
cany on growing - golf is a 
prime example. 

Another feature wiQ be glob- 
alisation and in particular the 
rise of East Aria as a dominant 
economic region. Golf is 
already strongly established in 
Japan and is now rapidly con- 
quering the rest of the third 
lime zone. Its particular attrac- 
tion there is that it needs a lot 
of space. So in countries that 
are short of space relative to 
the population, golf becomes a 
particularly elite sport. This 
top-of-the-market image will 
propel it much faster in the 
oewly-rich economics of the 
region. But Asia has up to 
now lacked stars to lift the 
game’s profile. Now it has one. 
Tiger Woods. half-Thai, is the 
ideal symbol for golf in . vsia. 

Another feature that will 
dominate the next century 


leads on from this. There has. 
in the last 20 years, been a rise 
in differentials of income and 
wealth in many countries. 
Expect that to become more 
evident, not so much in the 
present developed world, hut 
as a result of the growing 
importance of the" newly- 
industrialised countries, in 
particular China, where 
wealth differentials are veiy 
large indeed. Golf has been 
prospering in part because it 
is an expensive game, a game 
of the elite. What is, however, 
only just beginning to show 
through is the rising impor- 


tance of elite (or at least elit- 
ish) values: life-styles that 
spread down from the top 
rather than push upwards 
from the bottom. For the sec- 
ond half of this century life 
styles have welled-up from 
the mass market - think of 
jeans or fiz/y drinks, A century 
ago they descended from 
above. Expect a return to that 
pattern, where fashion is in 
the hands of the elite. Golf has 
been successful in terms of its 
growth, but it has not been a 
fashionable game: it wifi he in 
the future. 

Bui perhaps the most dom- 
inant force of the first half of 
the next century will be the 
ageing of the developed world. 
Golf again is the ideal game 
for the burgeoning nnt-quite- 
so-young leisured class. You 
might imagine that ageing will 
increase the demand lor older 
sports stars, and to some 
extent it will. But older people 
do not necessarily want people 
of their own age as their 
heroes. How wonderful that 
there should be someone of 
the next generation but one 
coming on now to inspire 
them. In any case, a goK star 
of any age will attract more 
attention tiuin a star or a youth 
sport like, say, a sky-diving or 
mountain-biking. 

Finally, you would expect an 
older developed world to show- 
signs of wanting to embrace 
“older values": a desire for 
order rather than license, for 
t ried-and-tr usted remedies 
rather than experimental ones, 
for calm rather than chaos. 
There arc other calm sports 
but few can surely boast the 
same standards of good behav- 
iour among the fans. Golf 
louts? Hardly. 

And of course the wonder- 
ful thing about Tiger Woods is 
that he lifts standards of 
behaviour among celebrities. 
No rackets being thrown, no 
hotel rooms being trashed, no 
rows with the umpire, and 
certainty no indiscretions on 
Sunset Boulevard. He plays to 
this new world of older values. 

Those values wifi show- 
through increasingly in poli- 
tics. It is fascinating that 
already people are suggesting 
that this young man. just 21, 
will some" day become presi- 
dent of the United Slates. 
Who can know, but at least it 
is not an absurd suggestion. If 
that were to happen, 20 or 30 
years from now, think of the 
implications for politics: that 
voters want people to repre- 
sent them who are decent, 
hard-working, focused, hon- 
ourable - plus, of course, 
famous and rich. 


Blair’s deafening silence on the Euro 


A s usual the worst are foil 
f\ of passionate intensity 
Ljjvhile the best lack all 
anvictioa. The single current 
i as important as the foamingty 
assionate anti-Europeans say 

is: and the timid detenmna- 
odl of the pro-Europeans to 
cep it out of this campaign is 

I^rif^fler all about whose 
ead should gleam on the 
jins, or what words are wru- 
:n on waxy notes. It is about 
ational destiny, jote. 
nd security. Nor is u a fa* - ™, 
ecirion, which can be put on 
»r years ahead by the next gov- 
rnment. It matters. It ioom& 
jid the strange Clung “ ™ 
ie more we agree with John 
iajor's original instincts i about 
us single currency, the harder 
becomes to vote for his party- 

Major has been prow** flgW. 
rsl in negotiating 

irrencyopt-ouiands«o 

icking by his ^ JH 1 

legotiatc, men . ■ » 



n significant historic 
ieveraent. grealeMhan hK 
rivement in the Irish peace 

cess. It put a brake on what 
ild otherwise taw 1 a 
r process of Bngsh disen 
stent from the EL 1 - 
u Ihc. greal pwbta * 



i. And that person isn’t John 
for. It is Tony Blair. 


Andrew 

Marr 

Major has 
been 
proven 
right His 
wily and 
pragmatic 
approach 
maybe 
his most 
significant 
legacy 


But Blair seems to resist the 
idea. Both be and Peter Man- 
delson insisted yesterday that 
the single currency should not 
be at issue, because the two 
main parties agreed on the 
wait-and-see approach: both 
thought it would be difficult to 
join early, and both promise a 
referendum before joining. 

So, their argument ran, let us 
stop talking about the damn 
thing and concentrate on Tbxy 
divisions instead. Very conve- 
nient, no doubt, but wrong in 
logic. First, there is a still a real 
policy difference between the 
big parties: which is that the 
Conservatives see a constitu- 
tional problem with joining and 
Labour doesn't. 

Lab our would rather this 
wasn’t highlighted Yet the line 
under Blair has been dear: 
membership of the single cur- 
rency is something to be 
derided on economic, not polit- 
ical grounds. Win ill be good for 
exporters, inward investment, 
jobs, inflation? If yes, join: if no, 
don’t. The problem with this 
straightforward-seeming 
approach is that more and more 
of the serious analysis suggests 
that the strict economic assess- 
ment may take many years to 
judge, and that the case far 
membership cannot be 
disentangled from politics. 

This may be causing Labour 
to flinch. The current formula 
is that Labour would make the 
judgement “in the national 
interest”, which is bland to the 


point of being meaningless: so 
for as 1 am aware no one is sug- 
gesting that it should be based 
on the interests of the Poles, 
American Express or tbe 
Church of Rome. 

And yesterday Blair said 
there was no “insuperable” 
constitutional barrier to joining, 
gently implying that there may 
be, after all some kind of dhest- 
high, prickly impediment He 
also made much of the triple 
lock against an early derision - 
Cabinet, Parliament and 
referendum. These are small 
rhetorical points, perhaps, bnt 
the general impression was of 
an unwillingness to surrender 
the pound. 

Yet behind this, tbe essential 
difference remains. The lories 
have a great phalanx of senior 
and junior politicians who 
would not jom under any cir- 
cumstances, because they 
believe it would mean the end 
of British sovereignty. Labour, 
despite its protestations of 
convergence, doesn't agree. 
One could let us enter. 

And the other party, the 
Ibries, couldn’t Major and the 
Conservative high command 
are chirpity enthusing about 
the democracy and freedom of 
their party in allowing candi- 
dates to state honestly their 
anti-EMU views in election 
manifestos. Since hundreds, are 
queuing up to do SO- this is use- 
ful opportunism, an under- 
standable defensive manoeuvre 
which appears to be liberal and 


refreshing. But it is also hooey. 

How would the Tbry high 
command feel about its candi- 
dates taking opposing lines on 
the future of tax, on mortgage 
relief, on privatisation, law and 
order or the Union? It's a 
funny notion of party unity 
that demands adherence to the 
agreed policies, except on tbe 
most important question of all. 

At every key moment in tbe 
political history of tbe past few 
years, it has been the Conser- 
vative anti-Europeans who 
have nudged the party. Now it 
is happening again. And the net 
effect of all these independent- 
minded manifestos chugging 
from the fax machines is that, 
if the Conservatives were re- 
elected, Britain couldn’t join 
the single currency - whatever 
the costs of staying oul There 
wfll be a great majority of corn- 
mined. implacable anti-EMU 
people on the Tory benches. No 
Tory premier could bypass 
them. 

Let us dwell on tbe implica- 
tions of that What if- if -slay- 
ing out meant considerably 
higher interest rates, and the 
failure of many firms as a 
result? What if the effect on 
inward investment was as bleak 
as the warnings from, for 
instance, Hiroshi Oku da of 
Tbyota. Jurgen Gebrels of 
Siemens (which is building a 
big microchip factory here), 
Niafl FitzGerald of Unilever, 
or the managers of New Hol- 
land, the world's biggest trac- 


tor manufacturer, which has a 
plant In Basildon? What if it 
became clear that EMU mem- 
bership was becoming synony- 
mous with membership of tiie 
EU itself - that staying out 
meant leaving the union and 
negotiating a new- trading rela- 
tionship with irritated and 
impatient ex-pannere? 

These arc neither inconsid- 
erable questions, nor incon- 
ceivable. They are arguments 
that any pragmatic, prosperity- 
minded Toiy government 
would have to weigh against the 
alternative (and good) argu- 
ments against the single cur- 
rency. Yet this Conservative 
Party, if it was returned to 
office , couJdn'L 
It means the much-vaunted 
referendum is. under a fifth 
Tbxy administration, a dead 
letter we would never get that 
far. Ji means that our influence 
on other EU issues would 
swiftly decline. It is the ruina- 
tion of the hopes of the mod- 
erate Tory pro-Europeans. 
What, I wonder, does Kenneth 
Clarke think? Labour isn’t the 
only party inching its way 
through this campaign with the 
help of heroic silences. 

There is a bit of problem 
here, surety. If Major is right 
about it being in tbe national 
interest to wait and see, then 
the Conservative rank and file, 
firmly refusing to do either, 
must be acting against the 
national interest. Or have 1, 
perhaps, missed something? 
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obituaries / gazette 


Sir Robert Aitken 




s 


Robert Aitken was a great Vice- 
Chancellor cif Birmingham Uni- 
vereitv and a man of culture and 
kindness who contributed great- 
ly to scholarship, to medicine 
and to academic life in this and 
other countries. 

He was bom in 1901 at V/yn- 
dham, 25 miles from the south- 
ernmost tip of South Island, 
New Zealand. His father, a na- 
tive of Glasgow, was a minister 
and was moved later to the re- 
mote East Coast region in the 
North Island. It was a hard 
country in those days with a scat- 
tered population and few roads; 
families usually had to ride 
across country to visit neigh- 
bours. It was at the school in 
Gisborne that Aitken first met 
Margaret Kane (Madge) later, 
in 1929. to become his wife. 

He qualified in medicine in 
1923 at Otago University Col- 
lege, Dunedin, and after junior 
posts was awarded a Rhodes 
Scholarship at Balliol College, 
Oxford. Two years later he 
joined the Medical Professori- 



Altken: always a physician 

al Unit at the London Hospi- 
tal, Whitechapel. There he fin- . 
ished his DPhil on respiration 
during exercise and published 
papers with Dr Clarke-Kennedy 
and Professor Ellis. 

In 1935 he became Reader in 
Medicine at the newly created 
British Postgraduate School'at 
Hammersmith. He was one of 
an outstanding team recruited 
by the Director, Francis Fraser. 


Aitken contributed work on 
gastric ulcers, hypertension and 
liver disease. 

Four years later he was ap- 
pointed Regius Professor of 
Medicine at Aberdeen. He was 
38 years old (young for such an 
appointment in those days). It 
was not an easy time; the de- 
mands of the war soon led to a 
shortage of medical staff, heavy 
teaching dudes and too little 
time for research. But Aitken 
was indefatigable and gave 
tremendous support to the 
medical students. 

He was 47 when he was 

asked in 1948 to return to 
Dunedin as Vice-Chancellor 
of the newly created Universi- 
ty of Otago - the only univer- 
sity in New Zealand with a 
medical school. He played an 
important part in the conversion 
of what had been a university 
college to a foil university. Un- 
der ms leadership there were 
major developments in the Sci- 
ence Faculty, Medicine and 
Physical Education (no doubt 


Audrey Atterbury 


Audrey Atterbury had an im- 
portant influence, through her 
long association with Watch 
With Mother \ on the develop- 
ment of children's television in 
the 1950s. 

In 1950. Freda Lingstrom, 
the newlv appointed bead of 
BBC children's television, in- 
troduced the first of a new se- 
ries of puppet programmes. 
Andy Pandy, with his childlike 
look, his striped down's cos- 
tume, and his friends Teddy and 
Looby Loo, was an instant suc- 
cess, despite the primitive and 
somewhat hazardous live pro- 
duction techniques then in use 
at the BBC’s Alexandra Palace 
studios. 

The Andy Pandy series were 
followed by the charismatic 
Flowerpot Men. whose anarchic 
behaviour and strange lan- 
guage swiftly turned them into 
one of the great television 
icons of their time. Next came 
the Wooden tops, the friendly 
family of Dutch dolls with their 
dog Spot, whose episodic do- 
mestic life was in many ways a 
precursor of the modern tele- 
vision soap. Other series fol- 
lowed, notably Toytown, 
produced by Gordon Murray, 
and Jolly Jack Tar. 

The lasting popularity of 
these puppet series ensured 
that the Flowerpot Men were 
still being enjoyed by subse- 
quent generations of children 
into the 1970s. As one of the 
principal puppeteers, Audrey 
Atterbury was a vital presence 
through all the series. Trained 
by John Wright, the founder of 
the famous Little Angel Mari- 
onette Theatre in Islington, 
north London, she was from the 
start a gifted and highly pro- 
fessional puppeteer, able to 
bring her charges to life despite 


the constant technical prob- 
lems, and the difficulties asso- 
ciated with such dangerous 
combinations as string puppets 
and live animals. She also 
worked -regularly with the Lit- 
tle Angel Theatre, sometimes 
joining arduous European 
tours. 

Audrey Holman was bom in 
London in circumstances that 
gave no hint of the talents she 
was to reveal Her schooling was 
uneventful and the outbreak of 
war found her working for an 
average adjuster, her great 
beauty as well as her talents still 
undiscovered. In the evenings 
she studied at the Regent Street 
Polytechnic. There she met 
Rowley Atterbury, whom she 
married in 1942. 

After his war service in the 
RAF, be set up a small hand- 
press printing works, in a gar- 
den shed in Kent, and it was 
there that his' wife learned the 
now virtually extinct shill of set- 
ting lead type in a composing 
stick. This was the foundation 
of her life-long interest in the 
graphic arts and the art of 
book-illustration in particular. 

From that garden shed grew 
the Westerham Press, and her 
association with it only came to 
an end by a chance meeting In 
a train with Freda lingstrom, 
who encouraged :her to, be- 
come a puppeteer, and thus a 
vital member of the Watch With 
Mother team. 

Despite the all-absorbing 
nature of her puppet wodc, she 
still found time for other activ- 
ities. It was at the same time 
that she began to study and col- 
lect British pottery and porce- 
lain. She became an evening 
class lecturer, and started a 
long association with Moriey 
College Ceramic Circle for 


which she was a committee 
member and secretary for 18 
years. 

This led her to join the now 
famous KeeJe University Ce- 
ramic Summer School then, in 
the mid-1960s, in its infancy. 
From this grew the interna- 
tionally respected Northern Ce- 
ramic Society, of which she 
was a member from the start. 
Throughout this period, she 
pursued ceramics assiduously, 
forming a collection that re- 
flected her extraordinary knowl- 
edge and her wide diversity of 
interests. In her house, pottery 
from the late 18th century sat 
happily side by side with pieces 
from the 1950s, but her main 
area of interest was the then un- 
fashionable art pottery of the 
late 19th century, and she was 
a pioneer enthusiast for the 
wares made by now famous 
names such as Doulton and 
MoorcrofL 

Pottery led her into the world 
of antique dealing, and she was 
a regular presence on early 
Friday mornings at Bermond- 
sey market in London. Later, 
she worked for a number of an- 
tique dealers, and then, about 
ten years ago she joined 
Christie’s as one of their “an- 
gels”, becoming the longest 
serving and most respected 
member of that team of lady 
saleroom assistants. Indeed, 
she was bard at work at King 
Street and South Kensington a 
couple of weeks before her 
death. 

Nicolas Barker 

Audrey Selma Holman, pup- 
peteer and ceramics collector 
bom London 19 April 1921; 
married 1942 Rowley Atterbury 
(marriage dissolved; one son); 
died London S April 1997. 


with the All Blacks in mind). It 
was at this time that Aitken be- 
gan his interest in the Associa- 
tion of the Universities of the 
British Commonwealth, to winch 
he was to contribute greatly. 

In 1953 he was invited to be- 
come the Vice-ChaflceDor of 
Birmingham University; to ac- 
cept was a difficult decision be- 
cause he and the family had been 
very happy in New Zealand Z 
was a Lecturer at Birmingham 
and had just been awarded a 
Medical Research Council Fel- 
lowship to work in New York. I 
was astonished when the new 
Vice-Chancellor, visited our 
home to ask me to represent the 
university at the Second Cente- 
nary Celebrations of Columbia 
University that were to take 
place that autumn. It was char- 
acteristic of Aitken that he came 
personally to see us. and that 
while I was away for a year he 
Irept in touch with Margaret, my 
wife, arranged for my superan- 
nuation contributuions to be 
paid by the university and when 


I returned called me in to learn 
all about the work I had been do- 
ing with Andr£ Cournand, one 
of the pioneers of cardiac 
catheterisation. He might have 
been a Vice-Chancellor, but he 
was always a physician. 

In the next 15 yearn he was 
to oversee a doubling in the size 
of the university from 3 JJOdto 
6,500 students, an increase-in 
the annual budget from £l-3m 
to £7m and an enormous- in- 
crease in capital expenditure. 
The Arts fncuhy, tiD then in the 
middle of the city, was accom- 
modated in a new bufldmg on 
the Edgbaston site. The Staff 
House was built. There were 
new buildings for Mxarobiolo- 

gy,Bif' * 

Engineering. 

East European, 
and Byzantine Studies were 
created. In accord with the 
times Social Sciences. Ac- 
counting and Local Govern- 
ment Studies were started. Wth 
the help of the 'West Midlands 
Regional Health Authority nn- 


om. He was 



der the leadership of Dr 
Christie Gordon, Departments 
of Anaesthetics, Ptydiiatiy and 
Virology were established. They 
were exciting tunes. 

He was a member and from 
1958 to 1961 Chairman of the 
Committee of Vice-Chancellors 
and Principals tinough which he 
made major contributions to 
university and medical school 

velqpme 

United K 
knighted in 1? 

Aitken was meticulous in his 
interpretation of proper de- 
mocratic government of the 
university; he worked closely 
with- the Pro-Chancellor, the 
Deans of the Faculties and the 
Senate and be also, ahead of his 
times, brought students into 
the^ fullest participation m the 
administration that their age, 

■ commitments and limited so- 
journ would allow. 

His wife Madge gave him full 

support and played an impor- 
tant role in those difficult post- 
war days in the development of 


Hazardous live production: Atterbury and Andy Painty In the BBC stuefio at Alexandra Palace, c!950 


Sir Jack Dear 


Jack Dear was one of Barba- 
dos’s best-known, best liked, 
most respected citizens; and in 
one sense certainly its most 
prominent. 

Educated at Harrison Col- 
lege. Barbados and Pembroke 
College. Cambridge, Dear was 
called to the Bar. Middle Tem- 
ple, in 1947, and admitted to 
practice in Barbados a year 
later. He became a powerful ad- 
vocate - West Indian oratoiy 
powered by a shrewd legal 
brain. His services were much 
sought after - once, to his plea- 


surej 

rebels,’ when Britain’s Gllbert- 
ian invasion of that island raised 
spectres of treason trials, at the 
very least. There weren't any, of 
course; but he would have 
greatly relished Lhe chance. 

Politically he was a major 
force behind the Barbados 
Labour Party, and served as a 
senator from 1964 to 1966. His 
standing in the legal profession 
was such that in 1968 be became 
the first President of the Or- 
ganisation of Commonwealth 
Bar Associations. 


'involved in all 
aspects of Barbadian life - a 
man of great generosity (the 
Museum and the National ’Bust 
of Barbados owe much to his 
support), a crusader for racial 
harmony, and the most loyal of 
friends, of whom there were un- 
told numbers. For he was above 
all a jolly man, raconteur, wit, 
avid reader, excellent company. 
His knighthood in 1996, for his 
contribution to the development 
of the legal profession and 
charitable causes, was univer- 
sally applauded. 


But that was not all Jack 
Dear had another, very per- 
sonal claim to local fame. He 
came from a f amil y of 
renowned trenchermen, but be- 
came the mightiest eater of 
them all. 

In his prime -fit, athletic - he 
challenged one Mango, a famed 
eater of Trinidad, to a contest in- 
volving eating, twice, a six-course 

courses^Ja^ared/wfelve, and 
then - so it is said - gobbled up 
Mango’s last three. Gargantua, 
incarnate in the Caribbean. 


Sadly, he never overcame his 
addiction to food. Hjs increas- 
ingly vast bulk became less and 
less mobile; unsurprisingly his 
health deteriorated In tandem, 
until he could barely stand in 
court, nor occupy other than an 
extremely outsize chair. Yet to 
the end he remained himself 
cheerful, gregarious, uncom- 
plaining — and still hungry. 

Rabelais represented Gar- 
gantua as “a mighty eater — 
as befits a giant, bat also as a 
studious, athletic, good- 
humoured and peace-loving 


the Wives’ Club. The isolation 
of the wives of staff with chil- 
dren was a matter of deep con- 
cern to her. My four-year-old 
daughter was hugely excited 
when an invitation to a chil- 
dren’s party arrived from the 
Vice-Chancellor himself. 

Even after retirement m 
Aitken continued to play an nn- 
portant part in British and 
Commonwealth University af- 
fairs and he was for five years 
the Deputy Chairman of the 
University Grants Committee. 
He and Madge retired to a 

house with a large garden dose 

to the university- Their son. a 
teacher in the United States, 
and their two daughters, one a 
ctystallographer at Liverpool 

the ocher a physician with a ma- 
jor interest in rehabilitation, 
were a constant joy to them. 

In 1984 after a stroke Rob 
Ajrtran was confined to a wheel - 
chair; but his intellect was umm- 

{ laired and he immediately 
earnt to write with his left 
hand (no mean feat when aged 


stt in he was S9 and 

derneath '‘Score 1 7V not out . 
The next year Madge di«-d. 
Rnb was grievously upset nut 
faced up to things eouwS£ouS; 

ly. He remained remarkabh 

bright and in his own home till 
a few days before he died. 

OwenWadf. 


Robert Stewxon 

don and unhtrsit}' ad>nmtstmlor. 

bom 

New Zealand 16 April 1901, 
Reader in Medicine. Bnttsh 
Post-Graduate Medical beta**. 
London Unhvrsirv l?35-3to 
Rasas Projessorof Metpcme, Ab- 
erdeen Uruversity 1939-4&Vtce- 
Chancellor, UnhxTjUytfOtm 
Dunedin. New Zealand Jw-vj, 
Vice-Chancellor, Birmingham 

University 1953*8; » I960; mar- 
ried 1929 Margaret Kane tdted 
1991; one son, two daugfi^rsij 
died Birmingham 10 April 1997. 



Desmond Lyons * 


prince". There you have it 
Jack Dear to the life. 

William Bell 

John Stanley Bruce Dear, lawyer 
and politician: bom St Lucia IS 
July 1925; Called to the Bar, 
Middle Temple 1947; QC 1963; 
Senator, Barbados 1964-66; 
First President, Organisation of 
Commonwealth Bar Associa- 
tions 1968; CHB 1981; KCMG 
1996; married 1949 Jeanne 
Rawlins (one son, two daugh- 
ters); died Bridgetown, Barba ? 
dos 2 April 1997. 


Desmond Lyons, former Pro- 
duction Editor of what jour- 
nalists have come to call “the 
old" - le. pre-Maxwell - Daily 
Mirror, was one of a vanishing 
bnred of ebullieirt ye* highty pro- 
fessional Fleet Str^ characters. 

Bom in Bray, Co Wicklow, he 
was brought to Bristol at the age 
of seven and sent to Prior Park 
School which he hated. He sub- 
sequently read law at Bristol 
University - grounding which 
stood him in good stead when 
holding his comer, which he did 
most spiritedly, with office libel 
lawyers. 

He joined the Navy in 1943, 
becoming a sub-lieutenant and 
miring part in the Normandy 
landings. Later he served in 
Malaysia, Singapore and Java, 
where he played the piano in a 
brothel, with this experience 
and his law studies, he was 
now douUy qualified to become 
a journalist 

After the war he was taken 
on by die South London News 
Agency, when he shared a flat 
with Sir David Rn glish T as he 
now is, the future Editor and 
Chairman of the Dady Mail. He 
then moved north to work on 
the Lancashire Evening Tele- 
graph and the Manchester edi- 
tions of the News Chronicle., 
Daily Herald and Daily Express 
before returning to London as 
a Daily Express sub-editor. He 
switched to the old Doty Sketch 
and then after a brief stint on 
the Observer, which he loathed 
- “bunch of limp-wristed toad- 
ies" - he at last found his home 
on the -Daffy Mirror, where he 
spent 11 years, first as Night 
Sub, then Chief Features Sub 
and finally Production Editor. 

An a newspaperman, Lyons 
was probably at his happiest as 
Chief Features Sub, when he 
presided over a table of motley 
talents who ranged from the bol- 
shie to the eccentric. 

He was in his element argu- 
ing with the office lawyer or 
querying a wretched colum- 
nist’s slipshod grammar. A 
scrupulous and knowledgeable 
guardian of the English lan- 
guage, he had an elaborate 
points system with most of the 
paper’s writers whereby, if he 
caught them out on a gram- 
matical dip or they could prove 
him wrong, the victor in the de- 
bate was awarded so many 
points, a score of ten being re- 
warded by a drink at the ter- 
ror pub across the street, the 
Stab in the Back — “and none 
of your small ones" he would 
crow, having flushed out a dan- 


gling participle. He was one uf 
the few backroom boys who 
dared face up to the formida- 
ble Maije Proops with a crisp 
analysis o( her faltering syntax. 

She came to respect his judge- 
ment and accept his corrections 
meekly. 

Off duty. Lyons was a rol- 
licking companion, whether in 
the old Press Club, the Stab. El 
Vino until he was barred for 
some misdemeanour, or the 
other Fleet Street watering 
holes. He was greatly in demand 
at leaving parties for his 
prowess as a jazz pianist which 
had earned him, in his Navy 
days, the title "Jive King of 
Java”. In his South London ap- A 
prenticeship he had played pro- * 
fessionally at the Windmill 
Theatre, and with his vast reper- 
toire he would happily thump 
away aL a pub piano for as tong 
as the drinks were still flowing. 

Des Lyons took early retire- 
ment in 1976 after some heart 



Lyons; ‘Jive King of Java’ 

trouble and moved to Padslow. to , 
Cornwall, where he ran a con- ” 
trove rsial weekly column on 
the Cornwall Courier, and later 
did phone-in shows for Radio 
Cornwall. He kept in touch 
with some of his Daily Mirror 
colleagues with charaaeristkally 
pungent letters but was never 
nostalgic about the old hot 
metal days. He did. however, re- 
gret the passing of the times 
when Fleet Street was fun. and 
the Jive King of Java regularly 
tinkled the keys at the Stab hav- 
ing given a misapplied gerund 
its come-uppance. 

Keith Waterhouse 

Desmond Dunne Lyons, jour- 
nalist : bom Bray, Co Wicklow 8 
May 1925; married 1955 Ada te, 
Duckworth ( three sons, two ^ 
daughters, and one son deceased; 
marriage dissolved 1981), 1981 
Anne Gregson; died Earlestoke, 
Wiltshire 8 April 1997. 




Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


"TURNER: On 1(1 April, (u Lvnn (nee 
Chandler I and John, a daughter. 
Ohvij Jane, a sister for Andrew. 

DEATHS 

JONES: Man Peggy. .At the .Airedale 
General HwpitaL Stccion, Keighley, 
K'sl Yorkshire. 12 ApriL at lhe age 
of SS. Funeral at Oalcworth Crema- 
torium, Keighley, on Tuesday 22 
.April at 2pm. Flowers from the Cam , 
fly and ckwa [nends anh\ please. Do- 
nations if desired may- be left in 
cnUecTion box at crematorium or 
vml direct to the Royal Society Ear the 
Protection of Birth. The 'Lodge. 
Sandy. Bedfordshire. 

RKiHTER: Wiliam Harvey, at home 
on the evening of 14_ April of cancer, 
faced withcharaaerrfljc courage and 
elega nce of spiriL Adored husband, 
frmui and mentor to Rosemary. May 
(lights of angels ring him to his ml. 
Cremation private, "baj a service of 
ihanlspviog for his life at the Tem- 
ple Church. Inner Temple Lane, off 
Reel Stive L London EC4. at 2pm on 
Wednesday ii April. No flowery 
but donations if derin.nl to the Rot- 
nl Academy. Piccadilly, London SW'l. 

AmmuKanents Air Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
scut In writing to the Gazette Edit or. 
The Independent, I Canada Square. Ca- 
Muy WharC London E14 SDL, tehs 
pfcnoed to 0171-29.5 2012 or faced to 
0171-293 2010, and are charged at £&5Q 
a &oe (VAT extra). OTHER Gazette au- 
nmoHments must be snbudtted in writ- 
ten tor taxed) and are charged at £10 
a line, VAT extra. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr L. J. Muthin 
and Miss S. A. Knight 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Laurence, son of Mr and Mis 
Henry Mutkin, of Hampstead, Lon- 
don. and Stacey, daughter of Mr-and 
Mrs Keith Knight, of Malvern, 
Worcestershire. 

Birthdays 

Queen Margrethe of Denmark. 57; 
Lord Abcrcomray, fanner presi- 
dent. John Brown & Co, 84; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Peter Austin. 76; Miss 
Jenny Bacon, director-general 
Health and Safety Exeat live, 51 Miss 
Joan Bakewen, television presenter, 
64; Lord Camqyx, deputy chairman, 
“Mays de Zacte Wald, 57; Sir John 
Hpirewdones, former chairman, Id, 
73; Mr Michael Hirst, former chief 
constable, Leicestershire. 59: Sir 
GtMflrey Johnson Smith, 73; Mr 
Richard Kershaw, broadcaster. 63- ' 
Ruth Madoc, actress, 54; Mr 
Spike Milligan, comedian and writer, 
79: Mr Jimmy Osmond, ringer. 34; 
Sir Geoffrey Owen, former editor,/? ' 
nancial Torus, 63; Mr Frank Pane, 
journalist and broadcaster, 67; Mr 
Gerry Rafferty, singer and song- 
writer, 50; Mr James Rant. Jud^: Ad- 


vocate General of the Army and 
RAF, 61; Sir John Robson, former 
ambassador Co Norway, 67; Miss 
Gabriella Sabatmi, tennis player, 
27; Miss Constance Shaddock, op- 
eratic singer, 84; Miss Dusty Spring- 
field, singer, 57; Dr Wflliam Steam, 
consultant botanist, 36; Mr Leo Tin- 
d emails, statesman. 75; Professor 
Barbara Tizard. educationist, 71; Sir 
Peter Ustinov, actor and writer, 76. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Frans van Miens the Elder, 
painter, 1635; Sir Hans Skrane. physi- 
■ dan and naturalist, 1660; Ford Ma- 
dox Brawn, painter, 1821; Anatole 
Fiance (Jacqucs-Anatole Fnm qo fs 
Thlbault). novelist 1S44; Wilbur 
Wright, aviation pioneer, 1867; John 
Millington Synge, poet and play- 
wright, 1871; Sir Charles Spencer 
Chaplin, comedian, 1889; Henry 
(Enrico) Mandril, composer, 1924. 
Deaths: Aphra Behn, playwright and 
novelist, 1689; Marie Tussaud, wax- 
works show proprietor, 1850; 
Bernadette Soubirous, St Bernadette 
of Lourdes, 1879. On this day: 
Charles Edward Stuart, the Young 
Pretender, was dedavdy defeated at 
Culloden by Cumberland, 1746; the 
island of Malta was awarded the 
George Cross by King George VI 
1942; the Organisation for European 


Economic Co-operation (EEC) was 
set up, 1948. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Bernadette, St Contando, St 
Drogo or Onion, St Encmtts, St Fhio- 
tuosus Braga. St Joseph Benedict 
Labre, Sl Magnus of Orkney, St Op- 
tams and the Martyrs of Saragossa. 
St Falexnus or Pair of Avrancbes and 
St Turibhis of Asiorga. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Alexander Sturgis, 
"Couples (in): Gainsborough, Mr and 
Mrs Wiliam Hallett (lhe Morning 
Walk)", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Sdty 
Dormer, “Birds and Beasts in Me- 
dieval Art”, 230pm. 

British Museum: George Hart, “Ro- 
man Egypt: from Angusss to the fell 
of Paganism’*, 630pm. 

Royal Society 
of Medicine 

Lord Woolf of Barnes. Master of the 
Rolls, delivered the RovaJ Society of 
Medicine’s Nuffidd Lecture yester- 
day evening in the Society’s House, 
London Wl. His subject was “Medics 
and Justice". Sir Christopher Fame, 
President of the Society, and Lady 
Paine, received the guests at a re- 
ception and dinner held afterwards. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Dube at Edinburgh vans the Mmus- 
um al Berkshire Aviatkm, Woodkry, 

shirc. The Princes*. Royal attend* the 
Annual Conference ami Scientific Red- 
ing. Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health, Y«fc Univerdiy; as Fomn, 
Victim Support SeollanArisitsStirims^ Vic- 
tim Support Scheme nnd the Albert HalL 
Stirling; and as Past President, the Char- 


icred Institute oiThmtptxt, airmik a efin- 
ncr at the Ouality Station Hold, Perth, 
hfcew Mugoct, President. National So- 
oety for the Prevention of Cmehy to Chil- 
dnau attends the pila premiere of The 
the AOsery Theatre, Lon- 
don WO, in aid of the Society and Hdp 
t he Ag»d. The Duchm at Kent opem Ma- 
rina Home at the Mandsiev Hospital 
Community Addictions Centre. London 


SE5. Princess Atemndm attends a eoooert 
and dinner for the Wakes FtandatrOd-tir 
Use Ropl College afMusk, London SW7. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen's Life Guard at 
Bone Gauds, llanu No 7 Company 
Coldstream Guards mounts the Queen's 
GnanL at Bocfcmebra Palace llJOam. 
bond provided by the Wdsb Guards. 


Possession order for water charges default 


Lambeth London Borough 
Council ▼ Thomas; Court of 
Appeal (Lard Justice Kennedy, 

Mr Justice Mance) 25 March 1997 

A council was entitled to adopt 
a policy whereby, for the ben- 
efit of all its tenants, it collected 
water charges from them on be- 
half of a water company and ac- 
co unted to the water company 
on a discounted basis, and the 
resulting obligation on a tenant 
to pay water charges to the 
council was an obligation of the 
tenancy breach of which might 
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16 April 1997 


1985 Act and gave judgment in 
the sum daimal but refused to 


Appeal dis 
missed the council’s appeal 
against the decision of Judge 
James at Lambeth County 
Court not to make a possession 
order against the respondent. 

The respondent was a tenant 
of the council The council 
had sought a possession order 
on ground 1 of Schedule 2_ to 
the Housing Act 1985, which 
applied where “any rent law- 
fully due from the tenant has 
not been paid orany obligation 
of the tenancy has been broken 
or not performed’*. The reason 
given was that rent and other 
ebarges, the bulk of which 
were water charges, were out- 
sanding. The judge- held that 
tiie water charges constituted 
rent for the purposes of the 


ground that it would not be rea- 
sonable, save in exceptional cir- 
cumstances, to do so for the 
purpose of enfbrring a local au- 
thority’s agreement to collect 
water charges. 

Christopher Baker (Council So- 
licitor} for the council; the re- 
spondent in person. 

Mr Justice Mance said that the 
council had power to enter into 
an agreement for the collection 
and recovery; on behalf of awa- 
ter company, of any water 
charges payable or fixed for the 
supply of water by the water 
company. 

The round] had entered 
into such an agreement, by 
which it daimed and sought to 
collect from its tenants the 
amounts fixed by the water 
company in reject of their par- 
ticular properties. It account- 
ed to the water company on a 
lump sum and discounted ba- 
sis, designed to mean that the 
round! achieved a surplus for 
the benefit of its housing rev- 
enue, which enured to tile ben- 
efit of afl its tenants by enabling 


the council to keep rents dawn. 

The effect of the agreement 
between the council as landlord 
and the respondent as tenant 
was to entitle the council to 
daim from the respondent the 
charges it bad arranged with the 
water company to collect. The 
water charges which were thus 

contractually outstanding from 

the respondent to the council 
were either “rent” or an “oblig- 
ation of the tenancy'’ so that 
ground 1 of Schedule 2 to the 

1985 Aa applied, and it was un- 
necessary in the present case to 

choose between the two sepa- 
rate concepts. 

Whilst there was force in the 
submission made on behalf of 
the council that rent in the pre- 
sent context bore an expanded 
meaning, it was preferable to 
leave any final determination 
of the question whether water 
charges were rent until a case 
arose in which such a decision 
was essentiaL 

The test adopted in Gower 
V Postmaster- General 

(1887) 57 IT 527 in dedding 
whether a particular obligation 
ran with the land was whether 
it was “merely collateral to 
the land" or “touches or con- 


cerns the thing that was 
demised". In the present case, 
since the water charges were 
due from the tenant as occupier 
of the demised premises and 
nser of water there, the oblig- 
ation on the tenant to pay wa- 
ter charges to the council 
rwulting from its agreement 
with the water company must 
be regarded as touching and 
concerning the demised 
premises, and thus os an "oblig- 
ation of the tenancy", even if 
not as renL 

. J n those circumstances the 
judge was clearly right to con- 
clude that he had jurisdiction 
to make a possession order un- 
der section 84(2) of the 1985 
Act. The only question, in view 
of the language of section 
JH.2)(a), was whether in rv- 
fusra 8 conclude that it was 
reasonable to make such an or- 
dert he judge had erred. 

The judge's approach had 
oeen wrong in principle and in- 
fluenced Ify irrelevant consid- 
erations. The only reasonable 
order would have been a sus- 
pended possession order. Sai- 
is factory arrangements for the 
Payment of arrears havinc since 
been made, there was. howev- 
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Clark family in sell-off bonanza 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Around 400 family shareholders 
who control the Clarks shoe 
business are set to receive a 
large windfall payout after the 
company sold lts factoiy outlet 
retail business yesterday for 
£80m. 

C&J Clark, Britain's best 
known shoe business, is selling 
three factory outlets to property 
group MEFC and will distrib- 
ute £53m of the proceeds to its 
shareholders. As the family 
controls 70 per cent of the 
company, this means that fam- 
ily members will receive an 
average payout of £93.000 each. 
The windfall is thought to be the 
equivalent of 10 years of 
dividend payments. 

The 6.000 Clarks employees 



Lame Cfarfc Director who has 
served 37 years at Clarks 


who own shares in the company 
will also benefit from the deal 
The payout will provide a boost 
for the small Somerset town of 
Street which has been the cen- 
tre of Clarks operations since 
1823. 

As some shareholders are 
thought to control up to 2 per 
cent of Clarks, the biggest pay- 
outs could as much as £lm. The 
biggest beneficiaries are likely 
to be some of the family mem- 


bers with sftats on the board. 
These include Roger Redder, 
the chair man who married into 
the family, Lance Clark, the 
managing director of its Baiters 
shoes subsidiary and Caroline 

Gould, a non-executive director. 

Hugh Pym, the ITN news 
reporter is also a shareholder. 

However, Mr Pedder said 
that the company’s Quaker tra- 
dition was likely to rule out a 
mass Somerset spending spree. 
“I think you’ll find quite a lot 
of it will be reinvested," he said. 
“Quakers regard themselves as 
custodians of wealth rather 
than consumers of it." 

He declined to reveal the 
level of his own payout though 
the Clarks annual report shows 
he is one of the largest share- 
holders on the board with 35 
million shares. Mr Dark con- 
trols nearly 9 million. 

He also denied that the pay- 
out was a means of pacifying 
family shareholders who nave 
been waiting for a stock market 
flotation of the company since 
they turned down a hostile bid 
by Berisford International in 
1993. 

"We will go public as and 
when it is appropriate. There is 
no pressure to float and this sale 
has no bearing on it." 

Garks shareholders voted 
against the Berisford takeover 
on condition that the company 
sought a stock market flotation 
by 1998. That deadline has 
since been extended with share- 
holder support, Mr ladder says. 

Mr Pedder also said Clarks 
might be interested in buying 
parts of Sears footwear interests 
which include Dolds, Shoe City 
and Cable & Co. He said that 
Garks had held talks on a pos- 
sible deal with Sears and that it 
was keeping the matter under 
review. & If something became 
available at the right price then 
it might be possible," he said. 

Clarks is selling its factory 
outlets centres in Street in Sam- 



Wall Street 
shakes off 


rate jitters 


David Usborn® 

New York 


Wall Street’s recent jitters 
seemed almost forgotten yes- 
terday as encouraging con- 
sumer price numbers in the US 
anH a crop of good corporate 
pjimrngs reports helped blue- 
chip equities power ahead for 
a second straight day. 

Even during early trading on 
Monday there had been fears 
that the Dow Jones industrial 
average might slip low enough 
to register a correction of 10 per 
cent since its March all-time 
high. The index finally dosed 60 

points up on Monday, howev- 
er, and appeared set for an even 

stronger gain last night 

At midday, the index was up 


by more than 90 points with 
trading curbs in place. Bond 
prices, meanwhile, finned sig- 
nificantly in New York with 
the yield on the benchmark 30- 

year Treasury sliding bade from 

Monday’s high of 7.17 percent 
- its highest finish since July - 
to 7.09 per cent. 

The return of the bullish 
sentiment was aided in partic- 
ular by unexp ectedly mild US 
inflation figures. The data 
helped ease rears that inflation 
was once a gain creeping into the 
US economy. 

The Labor Department said 
the Consumer Price Index rose 
by only 0.1 per cent in March, 


Profitable Street: Some Clark shareholders might be in line to receive £lm from the sale 


exset, Kendal in Cumbria and 
its 50 per cent share in the cen- 
tre in Doncaster. Factory out- 
lets consist of well known brand 
name retailers who sell goods 
at discounted prices. Pioneered 
in the United States, they have 
become popular here and there 
are now 13 in the UK. 

Garks three outlets made 
profits of around £3m last year 
but the company has been keen 
to sell them in order to con- 
centrate on its core shoe re- 


tailing and man ufacturing 
interests. 

The sale will need to be ap- 
proved by shareholders at the 
group’s annual meeting next 
month. The approval of the 
High Court will also be required 
for the scheme of arrangement 
needed to effect the deaL Share- 
holders should receive their 
cash in July or August 

MEPC said it was buying 
the outlets to increase the pro- 
portion of retail property m its 


g jrtfolio. As it already owns a 
ctory outlet in North Shields 


factory outlet in North Shields 
it now controls four of Britain’s 
13 centres. 

Garks also announced its re? 
subs for 1995/96 yesterday stow- 
ing a net loss for the year of 
£3.2 xq. Operating profits fell 
from £35.8m. to £33.6m but 
there was a £30. 4m charge to 
covct foe cost ofdoang five fac- 
tories and a reduction in central 
overheads, largely at die Street 
operations in Somerset Group 


sales were up slightly at £727 Jm. 

Clarks has been undergoing 
a fundamental restructure 
under chief executive Tim Park- 
er who was brought in from 
Kenwood Appliances. Last year 
it cut 1,400 jobs, a tenth of foe 
totaL 

Commenting on foe results, 
Mr Pedder said: “In the context 
of a turbulent year for foe shoe 
industry, foe results are satis- 
factory and Gaiks has emerged 
in gpod foape to face foe future.” 


being up by 03 per cent 
ibruarv. Even when foe 


in February. Even when foe 
volatile food and energy sectors 
were taken out of the formula, 
the core rate was up by just 02 
per cent, as it was the month be- 
fore. The CPI numbers con- 


Fresh challenge 
to UK over single 
currency opt-out 


Tm felling to get my message 


across - 





Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Countries that do not join the 
single currency will be expect- 
ed to join the revamped Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism, 
according to the European 
Monetary Institute. Its insis- 
tence cm ERM membership for 
non-participants could prove 
controversial in the UK if it opts 
to remain outside when the de- 
cision is taken early next year. 

In a strongly worded annual 
report, the forerunner of the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank also said 
countries foal relied on one-off 
gimmicks to get their budget 
deficit below foe 3 per cent of 
GDP ceiling would not qualify 
to join. The report meant the 
single currency was more like- 
ly to consist of a core group of 
countries excluding Italy, ac- 
cording to financial analysts. 

“This says no to Italy without 
directly spelling it out," said Al- 
ison Cottrell at Paine Webber. 

Richard Reid, chief econo- 
mist at UBS, said: 'Tl was a sur- 
prise the report was not terribly 
supportive of a broad monetary 
union. This is the EMI putting 
a down-payment on its future 
credibility." 

Italian hopes were dealt a 
separate blow by the OECD's 
annual report on the economy, 
which said it would not hit the 
3 per cent deficit taiget even 
with the one-off measures in- 


criteria for membership of the 
single currency. The Commis- 
sion’s forecasts for 1997, due to 
be published next week, are ex- 
pected not to play up the 
prospects for broad member- 
ship of foe single currency. 

The two will nevertheless 
have to reach agreement by next 
spring, and economists saw yes- 
terday's report on develop- 
ments in 1996 as a bid to temper 
the Commission’s political pri- 
orities with economic realities. 

The EMI said foe new ERM 
mechanism would govern rela- 


6 This is the 
EMI putting a 
down-payment 
on its future 
credibility 9 


traduced in the last budget. 
The EMI will report joint 


with the European Commission 
a year from now on which 
countries satisfy' foe Maastricht 


Lions between foe “ins" and the 
"outs". "Membership would be 
voluntary; nevertheless, EU 
member states with a deroga- 
tion can be expected to join foe 
mechanism,” it said. 

Ms Cottrell said: “These 
words were chosen carefully to 
be as strong as possible. It is pre- 
sumed that countries will jo m" 

Previously the EMI has in- 
sisted that countries would have 
to be ERM members before 
qualifying to join EMU, a some- 
what less stringent demand. 
The new presumption would be 
difficult for foe UK to swallow, 


especially if foe Conservatives 
were re-elected. 

British officials said foe tone 
was not unduly alarming. The 
UK has always seen foe Maas- 
tricht Treaty's insistence on 
ERM membership as a matter 
for political negotiation. 

But economists said the 
pound’s surge during the past 
six months had reinforced foe 
EMI’s position. "It would be 
perfectly reasonable to demand 
a period of stability in the ex- 
change rate for foe pound,” said 
Graham Bishop, an adviser on 
European financial affairs at in- 
vestment bank Salomons. 

The EMI also said many 
countries’ efforts to reduce gov- 
ernment budget deficits in or- 
der to meet the criteria for 
membership of foe single cur- 
rency had been unsatisfactory. 
“Sustainable convergence can 
not be achieved by one-off and 
accounting measures,” said 
Alexandre Lamfalussy, EMI 
chairman, in his foreword. 

The report picked out Den- 
mark, France, Italy and Portu- 
gal for special criticism, as the 
ratio of government spending to 
GDP in those countries has con- 
tinued to rise. 

But it said only three - Ire- 
land, foe Netherlands and UK 
- had simultaneously reduced 
spending, taxes and govern- 
ment borrowing. 

The OECD predicted that 
Italy’s budget deficit would fall 
sharply from last year’s 6.8 per 
cent, rot at 3.6 per cent thiswar 
would still exceed the Maas- 
tricht limit for membership of 
EMU in the first wave. 


Victor Rice, chief executive of 
the Angto-US engineering group 
Lucas Varity, yesterday admitted 
he had failed to get across the 
benefits to investors stemming 
from last year's £33bn merger, 
in a dear show of his frustration 
at foe company’s lacklustre 
share price performance. 

Lucas\faniy surprised ana- 
lysts by announcing a 50 per 
cent increase in distributions to 
investors to £L50m this year, 
through a combination of share 
buy-backs and dividends. Ana- 
lysts said the company had 
backed off from its original 
proposal to abandon dividends 
altogether in favour of US- 
style buy-backs, though Mr 
Rice claimed this had never 
been on the agenda. 


But the news failed to lift foe 
shares, winch dropped a further 
25p at 198p, compared with a 
12 month peak of 262p. “It’s 
costing foe company an extra 50 
percent to disappoint foe mar- 
ket,” said one analyst 

Mr Rice said he had hoped 
foe revised dividend poucy, 
coupled with his prediction that 
profits this year would improve 
by 20 per cent, would please foe 
markets. “That sounds pretty 
good to me but obviously Fm 
not getting foe message across. 
I thought Fd delivered an up- 
beat message. Obviously Tm 
failing,” he said. 

The group also appeared to 
retreat from moves to change 
its name. A spokesman said no 
decisions on a name change 
woald be taken for at least a 
year and insisted their was “no 
truth” in suggestions that it 


had been due to happen sooner. 

On top of a 225 per cent div- 
idend for foe year to the end of 
January 1997, foe group, formed 
out of last year’s merger of car 
components companies Incas 
Industries and \ferity, forecast 
a 45p dividend for fob year. In 
addition, LucasVhritysaid it in- 
tended to buy back 3 per cent 
of its shares during 1997 through 
occasional market purchases. 

Buy-backs generally please in- 
vestors in foe US, who hold 
about 40 per cent of Lucas\hrity 
stock, where the tax advan- 
tages of paying dividends are 
reduced UK institutional inves- 
tors had opposed abandoning 
dividend payouts because they 
would lose valuable tax credits. 

The cost of the buy-backs and 
dividends would be about 
£L50m, compared with £100m 
to maintain Lucas's last 7p div- 


idend One analyst, who did not 
want to be named, said the new 
policy seemed more “impru- 
dent” than foe strategy of foe 
old Lucas, which was widely re- 
garded as over-generous. 

Lucas Varity yesterday re- 
vealed a 5 per cent rise in op- 
erating profits on a pro-forma 
baas, to £336m last year. Far foe 
eight months as a merged busi- 
ness to foe end of January it re- 
ported losses of £78.8m after 
restructuring charges of £250m. 

Mr Rice said savings from the 
merger were coming more 
swiftly than expected, adding 
£40m to profits this year, rising 
to £120m after next year. He 
also said he expected this year 
to complete sales of 13 business, 
all from foe old Lucas empire, 
earmarked for disposal “Every- 
thing is going about as smoothly 
as we could possibly wish.” 


Michael Harrison 


CalEnergy, the US company 
that took over Northern Elec- 
tric last December after a bit- 
ter takeover battle, has made a 
provision against paying 
Labour's windfall tax which is 
thought to be in foe region of 
£90m-£100m. 

The company’s 1996 report, 
released yesterday, shows 
CalEnergy, one of six US com- 
panies to have snapped up a 
British regional electricity com- 
pany, has established a liabili- 
ty against foe levy in its latest 
accounts. 

CalEnergy would not dis- 
close the size of the provision 
but its chief financial officer, 
John Sylvia, said it was in foe 


range o 
rats-Golc 


by UK analysts. Goldman Sachs 
estimates that Northern Elec- 
tric’s win dfall tax bill will be be- 
tween £80m and £120m while 
NatWest Markets puts it at be- 
tween £85m and £125 m. 

The CalEnergy reports also 
show that it will make losses for 
the next 10 years on a contract 
Northern Electric entered into 
to buy supplies from Thesside 
Power, in which it has a 15.4 per 
cent stake. The 15-year contract 
set out “escalating purchase 
prices” which are above the lev- 
el it pays in foe electricity pool. 


In a report published last 
night, NatWest Markets put 
the size of foe windfall tax at 
£5bn but says that at that level 
it would not derail dividend 
growth or future plans of the 
utilities. 

The analysis shows that by 
calculating the levy on foe ba- 
as of shareholder returns up to 
1996, Labour could shift almost 
one-third of foe tax burden to 
foreign companies that have 
taken over British utilities in the 
past three years. 

If foe cut-off point was 1996 
then overseas owners of elec- 


Lack of rain 
threatens the 
nation’s cuppa 


M^nus Grimond 


Black clouds, or rather the lack 
of them, are gathering round 
one of Britain’s most important 
institutions. Under the com- 
bined weight of a severe 
drought in Kenya, shortage of 


tea bag has 20 to 30 different 
teas in iL The blending com- 
panies have to ride the prices 
out and may have bought 
ahead. It remains to be seen 
how long this will last It all adds 
up to a fairly complicated ma- 
trix." 

The £640m market for leu in 
Britain also remains “massive- 


losses which will result from the 
contract which was signed in 
1993 and runs until 2008. 


ed up to 1995, 
£884m. 


sum foils to 
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and take notice; the impact on 
the electorate could be far- 
reaching. The British drink 185 
million cups of the warm and 
wet stuff every day, more than 
foe whole of North America and 
the rest of Europe put togeth- 
er. The London-based Tea 
Council claims that 42 per cent 
of every man-made beverage 
consumed in foe UKis still tea. 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


OTHER INDICATORS 


Source: FT Information 
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□lar drink after water. 

But the experts say there is no 
need to rush out and stockpile 
Ktyd Lewis of foe Tfca Conned 
yesterday moved swiftly to calm 
foe nerves of tea lovers. “Al- 
though 51 per cent of our tea 
comes from Kenya, the average 


with Unilever’s Brooke Bond, Is 
one of foe two biggest growers 
tn Kenya. The Glasgow-based 
group saw itssharcs dip 9.5n to 
95p yesterday after it warned 
that results for this year would 
be hit by the Kenyan drought. 

Although rain had now start- 
ed to fall, Pat Lockett, finance 
otrector, said it would take 
tune for the tea bushes to re- 
5?*®*; Whether current prices, 
the. highest f° f four years, were 


maintained was “in foe lap n f 
the gods", he said. 


All this is ironic, given that 
fest year’s 30 per cent rise in 
Kenyan prices helped Fmlav 
yesterday report profits more 
™ tripled, from £3.62m to 
aidn tor last year. 
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Victor Rice: Plans £150m of 
buy-backs and dividends 




trusted with the most recent US 
wholesale inflation figures 
which helped send the markets 
into a spin on Friday. They 
showed a core rate of 0.4 per 


~t .. 

. _■*. * . 

-'.TV 

... 


CC Commcnting on the CPI 
number, Kevin Flanagan of 
Dean Witter Reynolds said: “It 
doesn’t live up to investors 
worst fears, which is why foe 
market is getting a moc little 
bounce off it." 

Investors are likely none foe 
less to remain waxy of the next 
meeting of the Federal Re- 
serve Open Markets Commit- 
tee, set for 20 May. Lost month, 
foe Fed nudged up a key short- 
term lending rate bv a quarter 
point and many in the market 
feel certain that another small 
increase is likely next time. 

Traders meanwhile drew ad- 
ditional encouragement yes- 
terday from foe earnings news. 
Among components of the 
Dow, Caterpillar exceeded ex- 
pectations while Eastman Ko- 
dak and Johnson & Johreon 
met expectations. In the bank- 
ing sector both Chase Manhat- 
tan and Gticorp both posted 
strong results. 

Although Intel, foe chip- 
making giant, reported im- 
pressive first-quarter results 
after the dose on Monday, its 
stock was suffering yesterday be- 
cause of worries that foe second 
quarter may be flat. In heavy 
mornin g trading, Intel was off 
3 1/4 at 130 5/8. The slide of In- 
tel stock meant that the Nasdaq 
was not enjoying the same for- 
ward burst as foe other markets 
yesterday. At midday it was up 
2.67. 
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Sky-BT alliance would put competition at risk 
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‘At a time when new 
technologies should 
be opening up the 
world of pay TV and 
telephony to a legion 
of new players and 
competition, all 
manner of unholy 
alliances are being 
formed to defend the 
status quo* 


A ?yday now, BSfcyB will be announcing 
tang-mooted hnk-up with Botch Tele- 
com, Midland Bank and Panasonic io enable 
Sky tomove into the digital satellite TV age. 
it is this partnership, codenamed Interactive 
Services Company, that will produce and sefl 
set-top boxes which enable the viewer 
to receive the new digital rfiarm^ 

The deal is likefy to be vintage Sky. At its 
peak the venture may require funding of 
anything up to £7<X)m; the idea ofbrmring 
mpartneis is so that they should cany the 
cost. leaving Sky with a pretty much risk-free 
ride should the quest of persuading its ana- 
logue subscribers to switch to more expert- 
srve digital not prove fruitful, if it doesn’t 
work, it will largely be BX Panasonic and 
Midland Bank which pick up the tab. 

The deal bolds varied attractions to the 
other partners. Midland is in chiefly to 

lne»uv> it a*wt 1 s. « 1. s 


mg manufacturer of TV sets. British Tele- 
com is in there ostensibly because interac- 
tive TV requires the use of a telephone fine 
ami therefore might over rime gene rate extra 
telephone traffic. AJ3 very neat and, since 
nobody else is prepared to fund the -drive 
into digiiaJ pay TV, hard to fanlL 
As always in the affairs of Sky, however, 
there’s something deeply troubling about the 
affiance, which is why Don Crukksbanfc, 
director-general of Oftel has asked for all 
aspects of the link-up to be revealed to him. 
What this deal marks is the faal coming 
together of two of Britain's most entrenched 


and aggressive monopolists - Sky and BT 
It’s hard to put your finger on precisely why 
-the alliance of two monopolies should make 
the situation any worse for the poor old 
British public than it already is, except that 
we all know instinctively that it w3L 

If Sky is successful in its bid far digital ter- 
restrial too. the situation trill be made dou- 
bly worse. At a time when new technologies 
should be opening up the world of pay TV and 
telephony to alejpon of new players and com- 
petition, all manner of unhohr alliances are 
being formed to defend the status qua From 
the point of view of Sky and BX this is an emi- 
nently sensible and understandable strategy, 
but from a public policy perspective it should 
be resisted at aB costs. The opportunity that 
exists a: present for the development of real 
diversity and competition in these markets is 

in danger of being squandered. 

Not that we can hope for much relief from 
a. Labour government. Both BT and News 
Corp have spent long months cultivating the 
new Labour leader. Fay time approaches. 

Rice fails to keep 
shareholders sweet 

'VTThen it came to sorting out who would 
W have the upper hand at the merged car 
parts business LucasMmty, there was nev- 
er any contest. The old Lucas culture was 
quickly swept aside along with every exec- 
utive it contributed to the combincd’board. 


Lucas'V&rity is\&rity is Victor A Rice, its cre- 
ator and now chief executive officer. 

Where Mr Rice has run into trouble, how- 
ever, is in hying to reconcile the conflicting 
expectations of his British and American 
shareholders. In the UK, Lucas sharehold- 
ers have been brought up on a conventional 
diet of dividend growth. In the US, \ferily 
investors are more accustomed to the share 
buyback. 

Yesterday Mr Rice sought to please both 
but ended up satisfying neither. Hfc strategy 
of rewarding shareholders through a com- 
bination of buybacks and conventional div- 
idends once again failed to kick start the 
share price which is now languishing 25 per 
cent below last year’s high. 

Given the gap in corporate cultures, h is 
never easy forging transatlantic alliances, as 
British Airways discovered with IJSAir and 
BT may be about to discover with MCL In 
Mr Rice's case he has exacerbated the prob- 
lem with the messy mechanism he has cho- 
sen for distributing capital It is neither fish 
dot fowl and has therefore antagonised both 
London and New York at the same time. 

But his bigger problem lies in the lacklustre 


prospects that Lucas\ferity conjures up. 
Once Mr Rice has used up the cost savings 
that the merger will generate, it is difficult 
to see where the growth will come from to 
keep shareholders sweet Operating margins 
are barely moving, some of Lucas Virity’s 
most important markets in the US and 
Europe remain obstinately flat and the aero- 


space business continues to sit uneasily 
alongside diesel engines and braking systems. 

Lucas Varity may be pleased with the 
progress it has made since last summer bat 
no-one else is. The financial rationale for the 
merger looks as unconvincing as the indus- 
trial case. Poor Mr Rice is at his wits' end. 
He is not he laments, getting the message 
across. In that at least he has the whole- 
hearted agreement of the markets. 

Government may tap 
into service sector 

R enewed strength in the stock market, 
dragged up once again yesterday on the 
coat-tails of Will Street shows just how fix- 
ated investors have become on the Dow and 
on the hopes and fears for interest rates that 
are driving the American market. Research 
from BZW, suggesting equities are sitting on 
a £10bn fiscal timebomb, made not u jot of 
difference. 

Which is surprising, because if BZWs fig- 
ures are right and an incoming Labour gov- 
ernment breaks with tradition and starts to 
do something about the creaking public 
finances, shares are in for an extremely 
bumpy ride. An underlying £30bn borrow- 
ing requirement at this stage in the economic 
cycle is a dear sign that the sums are not 
adding up. 

That sort of shortfall will take some 
unwinding and you can bet your bottom dol- 


lar that in the short term it will not be the 
electorate that picks up the tab but the cor- 
porate sector, where the damage can be 
more acceptably disguised by the present 
strength in profits and cashflows. 

Talk about tighter fiscal policy is easy in 
principle, hut what it means in practice is 
that someone has to actually pay higher 
taxes. Raising (he headline rale of corporate 
tax is a no-no so soon after that charm offen- 
sive on the business community, even if it is 
one of the few tax rates Labour has not com- 
mitted to leave unchanged, so raising the 
£5bn BZW estimates companies will be 
asked to stump up will demand some clev- 
erer ruses than that. 

Capital allowances cost the Treasury* 
£20hn a year, making them an easy uirgei 
even for a party as fiercely critical about 
j Britain's investment deficit as Labour has 
been. Kenneth Clarke tackled M long-Ufu’* 
assets in his last budget. Gordon Brown will 
want io tread a careful line on an approach 
to fiscal tightening that might- threaten the 
investment it claims to champion. . 

Even so, be will find few critics of a change 
that clamps down on the allowances given 
to pub groups to tart up their estates or to 
property companies to refurbish their port- 
folios. Leisure companies and other service 
sector businesses, which are already facing 
the uncertainties of a minimum wage anu 
consumers potentially looking at higher tax 
bills themselves, look especially' vulnerable 
in the search for new sources of revenue. 


Share valuations 
threatened by 
‘£5bn tax increase’ 


I Tom Stevenson 

! City Editor 


The public finances are so 
fragile that an incoming Labour 
government will have to find up 
to £5bn a year in extra corpo- 
rate taxes, new research claims, 
under mining earnings growth 
forecasts and putting a lid on 
dividend payouts. 

Domestic companies face a. 
double hit as personal taxes are 
also pushed higher in an effort 
to raise a total £10bn a year to 
reduce a Moated public sector 
borrowing requirement (PSBR1 

As a result, BZW said this 
week, the stock market needs So 
unexpected interest rate sur- 
prise to justify its current leveL. 
Sectors at particular risk from 
a revenue-hungry new govern- 
ment include leisure, brewing 
and property, with oil compa- 
nies and banks unlikefy to 
escape the attentions of Gordon 
Brown for long. 

^ According to Richard Kers- 

^ley, equity strategic at BZft£ the 
UK market remains fixated on 
the future direction of monetary 
policy after the election and has 
not yet taken seriously enough 
the threat of tax rises in both the 
consumer and corporate sectors. 

He believes Labour, which 


has already signalled its inten- 
tion to raise a windfall tax on the 
utilities, wifl turn its attention 
next to companies that, for a 
variety of reasons, currently 
pay less tax than the average. 

Options for solving tile rev- 
enue shortfall, which BZW be- 
lieves will leave the public sector 
bonowing requirement at an un- 
comfortable £30bn this' year, 
include an increase to the cor- 
poration tax rate and more 
windfall taxes outside the utili- 
ties sector. More Beefy, given the 
policy priorities of a Labour 
government, is awidenmg.ofthe 
tax base by dosmgloopholes or 
[reducing allcmjjces 0 pnt_a 


per cent. Dividends are expect- 
ed to grow at a similar rate, but 
the squeeze on cash flow from 
higher taxes could mean that 
forecast is too optimistic. 

Companies highlighted by 
BZW as being especially exposed 
due to extremely low actual and 
forecast tax rates indude Rail- 
trade, hotel group S tain's and 
property developer Cfcelsfield as 
well as a host of utilities, in- 
d tiding Anglian Water, Severn 
Trent and United Utilities. 

Brewers, leisure companies 
and the property sector are all 
at risk, because capital al- 
lowances and the deduct ability 
_ _ of muchonheir repair, inain- 

| squeeze on corWStf^ £e$-- ^tenahoe aactWftffbKtenegt b&s 
ceived to have bad an easy ride, mean they pay very Tow‘ taxes. 

Greenalk, Vanx, Whitbread 


Show of hands joins 'world’s best market defender’ with ‘world’s best market attacker’ 


The most widely discussed 
tax-raising option 90 far, an abo- 
lition or reduction of the tax 
credit on dividends, would be 
tempting for a Labour chan- 
cellor, but the issue is highly 
complex aad‘BZW believes an 
early move oh ACT is less 
likely than a more general re- 
view of the whole imputation 
system further down the line. 

If taxes rise as BZW expects, 
the outlook for earnings growth 
will deteriorate considerably, 
.from current 1998 estimates of 
about 10 per cent to as low as 7 . 


and BSkyB are all leisure com- 
panies that enjoy tar rates of un- 
der 25 per cent compared with 
the basic 33 per cent rate of cor- 
porate tax. Hammeison, Bur- 
tord Slough Estates and MEPC 
are p ropert y companies that 
could be at nsk from a Treasury 
looking to target low tax payers. 

BZW believes the service 
sector could be the hardest hit, 
.with firms’ tax positions dete- 
riorating at a time when their 
cost bases could be rising thanks 
to a minimum wage. 



It’s good to vote: Shareholders gather at Wembley to approve the biggest deal in UK corporate history 


Photograph: Philip Meech 



merger 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


A show of bands consigned 
British Telecom to the history 
books yesterday after share- 
holders voted overwhelmingly 
to approve the planned merg- 
er with MCI of the US at an ex- 
traordinary general meeting in 
Wembley. 

Around 620,000 of BT s 23 
million small investors voted by 


post, with more than 90 per cent 
in favour of the £13bn deal, the 
biggest in UK corporate history. 
Institutional investors, which 
own 74 per cent of BT, voted by 
99.8 per cent to approve the 
merger. 

A JargCT-than-expected con- 
tingent of 831 mainly retired 
shareholders turned up to yes- 
terday’s egm. When the vote 
came shortly after midday just 
a tiny scattering of hands were 


raised in opposition. The vote 
will change the. name of the 
company from British Telecom- 
munications to Concert. 

Though several investors 
questioned the price of the 
deal and its benefits fra - UK con- 
sumers, there was no mention 
of possible executive bonuses or 
pay rises. 

Sir Iain Alliance, BT chair- 
man. described the mergerasa 
“rite of passage’* combining “a 


powerful mix of feistiness and 
stability". He said BT and MCI 
were “the world’s best market 
defender coupled with the 
world's best market attacker”. 

The merger still requires 
clearance by the US regulator, 
the Federal Communications 
Commission and the European 
Commission. Sir Iain suggest- 
ed the merger could be com- 
pleted as early as the summer. 

The egm was picketed by BT 


managers who used the session 
to announce an escalation in 
their campaign of industrial 
action over pay. Up to five BT 
offices in central London will be 
affected by a three-day strike 
starting next Wednesday, called 
by the Society of Telecommu- 
nications Executives. The 
union, which represents 18,000 
BT managers, warned customer 
service could be affected. 
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IN BRIEF 


• Redtitt & Cohnan, the household products and food group, 
has adjusted its 1995 accounts after being criticised by the ac- 
countancy watchdog, the Financial Reporting Review Panel over 
its treatment of the £lbn acquisition of the L&Fhousebold prod- 
ucts business. The adjustment, included in the 1996 accounts pub- 
lished yesterday, followed discussions between toe panel and 
directors of the company, which owns Dettoi and Lemap. Tbe 
.^panel had been happy with the provfeional “fair value j adjust- 
‘•roents made by the company m its 1994 annual 

resulted in an increase of£750J5m to the net assets acquired. But 
it felt that the revised adjustment m the following years docu- 

rnCTt. which led to afunh^adju^en. » 

acquisition and a corresponding adjustment to goodwill was short 
of detail for a transaction of this size. 


new report, to bousing activity." House prices 

of this year, but other indica- 
tors edged back in the latest month. 

• Annual consumer price nation 

p{£es accounted to the MLbut 



* there was no wgn ftedfogthrough — 

t leading to higher 1 ^[ t Gennany, where anempToyment 

cffccL 

to the stock ^ A 2’J?l?iareitnictuie to enable a flotation, 
ing for 9 May u \ ch .^ a ' t ^jL^essential for Leicester City 
Tbm Smcaton, chairnwo,^ . outs ide funding. He sard 
to have access to sul«tMtiai 1^ “ of raising money, 

that although flotation was notiM : ony . * , b „ chose,. 

S staiSsofa H«ed developed. The 

to return to the market g. ld ^ season, r^cb- 

leam has had rcaynable >Bi ^ Coca-Cola Cup Final 

ing the fifth round oftri vyMncsday. 
w&b it is due to replay next Wednesoay 

• Pkmreot plans to MUff*- « “jR SflS £5% 

faaSyfc Coventry. spokesman said the ra- 

^ffl^OOjob, „ 

• Sir Brian Pitman, 

bank’s act interest margin baswu 
. under tight control • 


NatWest Securities at 
top of Reuters survey 


John Waicocic 


NafWest Securities held on to 
top spot in the annual Renters 
poll of laiger UK company in- 
vestment research published 
yesterday, but its lead slipped af- 
ter a year which saw consider- 
able turnover of staff 
The broadly based survey 
also found the fond manage- 
ment and securities industries 
were consolidating fast which 
was leading to the creation of 
several leading firms, which 
were recruiting heavily. For in- 
stance, the number of analysts 
in the Q'ty rose by 24 percent 
last year to 1,530. 

NaiWest received 1333 per 
cent of votes in the weighted 
survey of fond managers com- 
piled by Tfempest Consulting, 
down from 14.97 per cent in the 
1996 polL SBC Warburg was 
second on 12.75 per cent and 
HSBC James Capel third on 
11 52 per cent 
Frpance directors were sep- 
arately polled by l&mpesi and 

UBS was placed in top spot with 


Reuters’ rankings 


f&ifrfiamp;;- -v 3597 
i (3) NatWssI S^curtttos'. 3333 . 
y^BCVfcrtxns 1 2SS. 

. 3t2) KS80Jamas Capet ' 1132 • 
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1289 per cent of votes, ahead 
of NatWest in second place 
and Merrill Lynch in, third. 

The NatWest oil team led by 
Fergus MacLeod was again vot- 
ed best sector team. SBC War- 
burg won awards for best broker 
execution and best broker sales. 

Finance directors voted Mer- 
cury Asset Management as best 
fond management group and 
the team at Schroder Invest- 
ment Management as best in- 
dividual fund manager. 


The survey also found that 
the City was undeiguing another 
bout of consolidation and re- 
cruitment by the big houses. 

With the number of analysis 
soaring Stephen Parker of Tem- 
pest said: “Everyone we talked 
to is taking people on.” 

A typical analyst these days 
would' be male, aged between 30 
and 37,and would have changed 
boose at least once. He would 
earn up to £100,000 for his 40 
to 60-hour week, researching up 
to 20 stocks. A further quarter 
participants in Tempest’s survey 
earned up to £150,000. 

A Labour victory was not 
built into share prices, accord- 
ing to the survey. Nearly half of 
the dealers employed by fond 
managers expected the UK 
market io peak in less than three 
months' tune, with just over a 
quarter thinking a sell-off was 
soil more than 1 2 months away. 

This contrasted sharply with 
the fund managers themselves, 
□early half of whom thought the 
market top was still more than 
a year away. 


Salomon profits almost halve 


David Usborae 

New fork 


Hurl by the return of rising in- 
terest rates. Salomon Inc, the 
parent of Salomon Brothers, re- 
ported a 44 per cent drop in first- 

quarter profits yesterday. The 
news contrasted with a 13 per 
cent rise in earnings to a first- 

quarter record at MerrflJ Lynch. 

Salomon was badly hit in its 
bond trading division, where 
revenues tumbled, and in its 
commodifies tr ad i n g arm. Phi- 
bro- Overall earnings feu to 


$173ra (£106m), or SL44 a share, 
from $310m, or $2.7 5 a share in 
the same quarter a year earlier. 

“Overall first-quarter per- 
fbrmance^ was satisfactory, with 
market conditions thar were 
more difficult than generally 
prevailed in 1996," said Robert 
Denhman, the chairman of Sa- 
lomon Inc. 

Some decline in Wall Street 
ga ming s compared with last 
year, when roost of investment 
banks turned in record perfor- 
mances, has been widefy pre- 
dicted. 


JP Morgan last week report- 
ed a 3.4 per cent decline in prof- 
its because of stock and bond 
market troubles in the second 
half of March. 

For now, however, Merrill 
Lynch appears io be bucking the 
trend. The largest of America’s 
securities firms turned earnings 
of $465m, or $234 a share, from 
$4l0ra, or S2Q3 a share, in the 
same quarter last year. 

The Salomon bond trading 
operation, the biggest in the 
wrid, saw a 29 per cent decline 
in revenue to S519m. 


Murdoch’s 
son takes 
reins at 
News Ltd 

Robert MUIiken 

Sydney 


Lachlan Murdoch's status as 
heir apparent to his father's 
international media empire 
strengthened yesterday when 
Rupert Murdoch announced his 
son would take over complete 
responsibility for News Corpo- 
ration’s Australian operations. 

Mr Murdoch's decision to 
elevate his son further up the 
corporate ladder came when 
Ken Cowley, one of his longest- 
serving lieutenants, stepped 
down as executive chairman of 
News Limited, the Australian 
subsidiary of News Corporation. 

The retirement of Mr Cow- 
ley, 62, after 33 years serving the 
Murdoch empire, paves the 
way for Lachlan Murdoch, 25. 
to broaden his role in the em- 
pire against competition from 
his elder sister, Elisabeth, 28. 
who is considered a rival to suc- 
ceed their father eventually. 

Lachlan Murdoch has had a 

meteoric rise in News's Aus- 
tralian operations since bis 
father sent him there to learn 
the businesses of newspapers 
and television turn years ago. 

After a year as general man- 
ager of Queensland News- 
papers, a subsidiary in Brisbane, 
he moved to Sydney where he 
was promoted to managing 
director of News Ltd last Sep- 
tember and appointed to the 
News Corporation board. 

He takes over at a crucial time 
with News Corporation ex- 
panding its Australian interests 
through pay TV and the build- 
ing in Sydney of a film produc- 
tion studio by Twentieth 
Century Fox. a News Corp arm. 
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N Brown at home with mail order Eyecare chief 


N Brown may have decided against 
buying the Freemans home shop- 


IN buying the Freemans home shop- 
ping business from Sears but chairman 
Sir David Alliance still sees plenty of 
room for growth for his family- 
controlled mail order group. One- 
reason is the small share of the retail 
market controlled by home shopping. 
Currently it accounts for just S percent 
of non-food retail sales m the UK, so 
N Brown still has the other 95 percent 
to go at- 

Another issue facing the company is 
the increased competition in the direct 
mail order market, though Sir David 
views even this positively. He believes 
the expansion of Marks & Spencer into 
clothing catalogues as well as s imilar 
moves by Burton will raise the profile 
of home shopping and help improve its 
image. He says the same of Great 
Universal Stores' ambitions to shift 
more towards direct mail order while 
reducing its reliance on the old- 
fashioned agency business 

Sir David and- chief executive Jim 
Martin admit that there are no sizeable 

businesses out there to acquire and that 
even the stream of smaller bolt-on deals 
is drying up. But they point to a like- 
for-Uke sales increase of 21 per cent last 
year and a 15 per cent increase in sales 
since the year-end as proof that this 
efficiently run niche retailer still has 
further to run. 

Its performance last year was cer- , 
tainly impressive with profits up 19 per 
cent to £37m and sales 21.5 per cent 
ahead at £2S0m. The Sartor catalogue 
business, acquired last year, con* 
tributed sales of £8m. 

Though its traditional business has 
been with older female customers 
through catalogues such as Bury Boot 
and Shoe, N Brown is gradually 
targeting younger shoppers in their 
thirties. 

It is also expanding its product 
range. Though clothing accounts for 57 
per cent of sales the company is 
gradually expanding into other areas 
such as furniture, home products and 
electricals. 

The company says there are 18 
milli on women in its target ago group 
in Britain and that it only sold to 1.4 
million of them last year. It says sales 
can be built not just by attracting more 
customers but by encouraging existing 
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451p peak at the end of last year. Still, 
on this year's forecasts of f 42m, 
excluding Freemans due diligence cost 
of around £700,00, they trade on a for- 
ward rating of 20. About right for a high 
quality company. 


Virtuoso score from 
Boosey & Hawkes 


S hares in Boosey & Hawkes, the 
music group, rattled back up to a 


Omusic group, rattled back up to a 
new all-time high yesterday, rising 
57-5p to 822J>p, a position they were 
near for a large part of last year. Fart 
of the reason has been the exception- 
ally tight market for the shares. The US 
music publisher Carl Fischer sits on 
around one-half of them and does not 
look like letting go, even though Hay- 
den Connor, sdon of the family which 
owns Fischer, is stepping down as 
chairman after 10 years. 

The reshuffle will cut Fischer’s board 
representation to one, but there is qo 
sign that the US group will match this 
with a willingness to relinquish its 
iron grip on the equity. That is a pity, 
because after eight years notching up 


20 per cent per annum compound 
earnings growth, Boosey is getting 
close to the stage where its expansion 
needs will require a wider market for 
the shares and a greater ability to issue 
paper. 

Yesterday's share rise came on the 
back of another sparkling set of results, 
which saw profits rise by a quarter to 
£7.7m in the year to December. Part 
of the increase was due to a maiden 
contribution of somewhat over 
£700,000 from Rico International, the 
Californian maker of clarinet and 

saxophone reeds acquired for £17.9m 
last summer. 

Even without Rico, the musical in- 
struments division again led the way at 
Boosey last year, showing a 23 per cent 
underlying rise in profits to around 
£5.1 m. That was a decent perfor- 
mance against the background of dull 
markets in France, Germany and 
Japan and reflects a one-point rise in 
underlying margins after rationalising 
production and eliminating losses in 
Germany. 

Publishing, up 3.4 per cent to 
£4.84m, would have shown growth of 
9 per cent before exchange. Bote & 
Bock, acquired a year ago, will chip in 
this year. The much-touted court tussle 


with Disney over the use of Stravin- 
sky’s The Rite of Spring may be worth 
a great deal less than the £200m 
mooted originally, but anyway re mains 
bogged down in the US legal system. 

Cash-financed acquisitions will be 
constrained by gearing of 116 per cent, 
and even if Boosey manages profits iof 

£9_im this year. The rarin g remains rich 

on a forward price/earnings ratio of 
24. Hold. 


quits ahead of 


Watts Blake taps 
into strong market 


Chris Hughes 


B athrooms are one of the earliest 
signs of a developing country’s 


AJsigns of a developing country’s 
move towards prosperity and as a re- 
sult the market for ball day, the raw 
material for sinks, toilets and tiles, is 
growing at a useful lick in many parts 
of Asia and South America. 

One of the biggest beneficiaries of 
that trend has been Watts Blake 
Bearne, the world leader in this ad- 
mittedly obscure niche. 


for the company, with proms tailing 5 
per cent to £10.7m and earnings per 
share sliding 8 percent to 29.1p thanks 
mainly to flat markets in the UK and 
Europe, where the mature ceramics 
market is driven by replacements, not 
hew build. In Germany, the second- 
largest division after the core Devon 
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shoppers to spend more. 

Though clothing will still account for 
50 per cent of sales for a few years yet, 
it is footwear and menswear which were 
the fastest growing sectors last year, in- 
creasing sales by 31 per cent and 38 per 
cent respectively. Given the poor per- 


cost-cutting measures helped profits 
back the falling trend. 

The maturity of those two mam mar- 
kets has led the chief executive, 
Graham Lawson, to conduct a strate- 
gic review of what the company is and 
should be doing. Just completed, that 
review has rightly decided to maintain 
the focus on the ceramics industry (it 
is growing weD), to increase the world- 
wide reach of the company (away 
from low-growth Europe), to spend 
more heavily on research and devel- 
opment to keep ahead of the game 
technically, and to bring in fresh blood 
to maintain the momentum of what is 
now a genuinely global company, albeit 
small in stock market terms. 

The net result of that evolutionary 
approach should be a year of recovery 
from last year’s disappointment and a 
return to thesteady growth Watts has 


Eyecare, the troubled spectacles 
group formerly known as Kitty 
Little, yesterday revealed a 
boardroom split over strategy, 
resulting in the resignation of 
AndnTcoben as chief executive. 

The company, which is due to 
release full-year results tomor- 
row, said Mr Cohen left the 
group over ** management dif- 
ferences” and “the future di- 
rection of the company”. He 
had been chief executive since 
November 1994. 

A spokesman declined to 
comment further on the row, 
but pointed to the poor perfor- 
mance of the compa ny’s French 
subsidiary, LAzny, the spectacle 
frames sunglasses manu- 
facturer it .acquired in 1994. 

Mr Cohen’s resignation fol- 
lows the departure in January 
of finance director Julian Stead- 
man and non-executive director 

Whnen Kanders. Recently ap- 
pointed finance director Alan 
Ccoc is to assume responsibility 
for Eyecare UK. 

Last year, Mr Cohen re- 


ceived a salary of £*52,000, 
with bonus and benefits i fitting 
his take-home pay to £229,000. 
He was on a one-year contract 
and is expected to receive one 
year’s salary as compensation 
for loss of office. 

-In January he bought 150.000 
shares in Eyecare for £19.500. 
prompting speculation that the 
group was on the verge of 
better times following a profits 
warning in December. 

In addition to owning LAmy, 
Eyecare imports sunglasses and 
reading glasses for distribution 
to UK high street retailers. 

It ran into difficulties last year 
because of the weakness of 
ftauny spectacle sales in France. 

Rowan Simmonds, head of 
small companies at Eyecare's 
brokers, Credit Lyonnais Lair®, 
said: “They are having a very dif- 
ficult time in France. 

“LAmy is not making enough 
frames for designer branch be- 
cause it is very difficult for it do 
so commercially in France. It is 
up against some very efficient 
Italian competition. They need 
more brands." LAmy already 


supplies Laoostc and Chevingo^) 
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leased disappointing rnunm 

results showing pre-uw profits 

, fmm £2.5m (U 


down slightly fnmi GSm .10 
£!4ra on sales up £1 w 5m. 
Earnings per share were u«wn 

from 3p ti> 2.3p. 

Ai that time it forecast in- 
creased full-year sales* How- 
ever, sales did not pic* up ana 
in December it warned that 
profits would he less than £lm, 
instead of an expected Lorn. 

It blamed the weakness of the 
economy in France, which ac- 
counts for 40 per eent of the 
group's turnover, and a dec! id- 1 
mg market for house brands V- 
surh as LAmy world-wide. 

CiX’dit Lyonnais are fore- 
casting profits of £NN1.000 for 
1996. against £33n in 199?. 

Eyecare had pinned its hopes 
on a deal agreed last November 
with Lands, the US eyewear 
group, to distribute glasses for 
DKNY. Donna Karen and 
Rcebok. 

The shares dosed down (L!5p 
yesterday at I3p. 


Quant joins 
House of 
Fraser board 


cent respectively, ujven the poor per- 
formance of Sears's British Shoe Cor- 
poration, the footwear performance is 
particularly impressive. 

N Brown’s shares have been a terrific 
investment over the years, though 
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they did take a hit when the company 
looked like it was eorae to buv Free- 




looked like it was going to buy Free- 
mans.They rose 8p to 397p yekerday 


mans.They rose 8p to 397p yesterday 
though they are still some way off their 
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with a difficult start to its North Amer- 
ican foray to knock profits at the be- 
ginning of the decade. 

Forecast profits tins time of £ll-5m 
would imply earnings per share of 33p 
and a price/eamings ratio of 13 at yes- 
terday’s unchanged dose of 435p for 
the thinly traded shares. That is a rel- 
atively unde manding rating for a com- 
pany operating in reasonable growth 
markets and with the prospect of a bid 
from 49.5 per cent shareholder Sbeloq 
of Belgium underpinning the shares. 


Mary Quant (pictured right), 
the British designer who rev- 
olutionised fashion with the 
mini-skirt in the early 1960s, 
has joined retail group House 
of Phaser as a non-esecutrve di- 
rector. 

A company spokesman said 
Ms Quant’s experience of the 
fashion and retail business 
•would benefit House of Eras- 
er, wfach seDscfothingaod cos- 
metics through its chain of 
Didrins & Jones, Army & 
Navy and DH Evans stores. 

Ms Quant opened her first 
shop. Bazaar, m King's Road, 
Chelsea, in the early 1960s, fol- 
lowed by the launch in 1967 of 
the Mary Quant -.cosmetics 
range. ■ . - 
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Red alert among BT shareholders 




MJN, the UK's leading award winning PC manufacturer continues to come 
out top in the po8s with Its systems consistently voted 'The Best" for quality, 
performance and value by the leading PC puttcations. 





MJN's new ran®! of high perfbrmaxe systems provide even more firctionafrty 
and are upgradeable to or based on Intel Pentium* processors with 


MJN Offers End 26th April 


MMX™ Technology. 


MJN 166+ 

• 6x86 PR- 166+ pupcttssnr 
mawfacnradtjylBM 

• UpgrateoWetotntd Perttum* 
200MHr processor vwtti MMX' 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

- 12 speed CD-ROM drive 

- 33.6 V34+ voice modem 

• 2.1Gb hart risk 

- 15" SVGA 0.2&Jp screen 

• 256Kpoeline bust cache 

• F»&MMeaphksuj*ig2Mb 
system RAM 

• 16+* stereo sound, joystick 
and premium I120w PMPO) 


MJN 166M 

• trust Pentium* 166MHr processor 
wh MM*" Technology 

• Upgradeable to Wet Perttwn* 
200MHz processor with MMX"" 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 12 speed CD-ROM dme 

• 33.6 V34+ voice modem 

• 24Gb hart dtah 

• IS" SVGA 0-28dp screen 

• 2S6Kplpefine burst cache 

• Fast 64-bit eaphics using 2Mb 
system RAM 

• 16-tatt stereo sound, joystick and 
premium (120v PMPO) speakers 
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RUN 200+ 

• 6x86 PR -200+ processor 
manufactured ty IBM 

• Upgradeable to Wet PenDum* 
200MHz processor with MMX" 

• 512K pipelne bust cache 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• -3.2Gb bard** 

• 33.6 V34+ voce modem 

• 16 Max CD-ROM drive 

• 15' SVGA 0.28*1 screen 
(17" optional) 

• AH Ra& 1 3D graphics Mth 4Mb 
SGRAM 

- SoundSaster 32 hardware 
Wanflabte sound card, joystick & 
premium (120w PMPO) speakers 


£ 1350°l 

£ 1149 


RUN 20OM Exec 

• Intel PenUum* 200MHz processor 
wrthMMX™ Tednotc® 

• 512KpipeSne buret cache 

• 64Mb EDO RAM 

■ 5 Gb hard drive 

• 33j 6 V34+- voice modem 

• 16 Max CD-ROM drive 

• 15" SVGA 0.28dp screen 
tir opttonaQ 

• ATT Rags II 3D ffapWcs with SMb 

« SGRAM & TV-Out 

• ATI PC-TV with Teletext 

- SoundBaster 64 HNE hardware 
Wavetabie somd cam joystick & 
premium C240*r PMPO) speaker 
system wBh subwoofer 


On the historic occasion of BTs egm 
yesterday to vote on the merger with 
American giant MCI there was the usual 
fringe of investors who posed, shall we 
say, esoteric questions to Sir Iain 
VhOance, BTs urbane chairman. 

Things began to slide rapidly downhill 
when one shareholder pointed out that 
the same word could mean different 
tilings on opposite sides of the Atlantic. 

The problem was the shareholder 
didn’t explain exactly what the word was. 
Sir Iain, with typical British tact, smiled 
and said: “Interesting question.” 

The Highlig ht of an otherwise dull 
meeting was the investor who informed a 
stunned assembly: “The Americans have 
often fought against the colour red. 

“In the 18th Centmy it was the red- 
coats, in the 19th Century it was the red- 
skins, and in the 20th Century it was the 
Reds [the communists].” 

He added that BT had reintroduced 
the colour red on the top of its re- . 
designed telephone-boxes. Would 
MCI’s US executives force this to be 
changed to bine, he wondered? 

Was this a joke?- By this stage it was 
hard to teU, but Sir Iain simply smiled 
again. What the two MG board mem- 
bers on the podium made of all this is 
hard to say. Perhaps they put it down to 
that wacky English sense of humour. 


People & Business 


Mark Ansell, head of corporate finance 
at accountants Deloitte & Touche id the 
Midlands, as its finance director. David 
Owen, senior corporate partner at Edge 
& Ellison, the law firm, also recently 
joined as a non-exec. 

Just for the record. Allied Domecq's 
’Ifcacher’s Whisky sponsors Bath Rugby 
Club. Speaking as a Bath supporter, I 
wonder if this presages joint use of 
grounds, or perhaps a player-exchange. 
Fm sure Steve Ojomon and Jeremy Gus- 
cott could sharpen up VQla’s tackling. 


Under-14 cup were Lambeth Tigers. The 
final went to penalties, and the Tigers 
beat sick-as-a-parrot West Wycombe S-7. 
In the Under- 12s Fenstanton Junior 
School were over the moon as they beat 
the junior Lambeth Tigers team 3^0. 
Quite remarkable. 


-5*8. 




Dresdner Kleinwort Benson has ap- 
pointed Xavier Rolet, a 3 S-yo ar-old 
Frenchman, as its London-based head of 
trading and equity risk. Mr Rolet will 
work alongside Marie Potashnick, head 
of equity risk, before assuming full con- 
trol. Mr Potashnick will then concentrate 
on “broader management issues" as 
deputy head of the equities business. 

Young Rolet has a cv a headhunter 
would sell his mother for a graduate of ^ , 
the Ecole Supdrieure de Commerce and 
Columbia Business School in New York: 

10 years with Goldman Sachs: two years 
as managing director of European equi- 
ties with Crddit Suisse First Boston in 
London and the past year doing consul- 
tancy work for Baycrische Ve re ms bank 
m Munich. I’m sure that German slim 
clinched it with Dresdner. 


£ 1526^ 

£ 1299 


£ 223 1 33 * 

£ 1899 


Tony Hales, chief executive of Allied 
Domeoq, is a bom and bred Aston Villa 
fan. As such, he could not stand idly by 
while his beloved dub was being floated. 
He therefore resigned yesterday from his 
non-executivedirectorship at Hyder, for- 
merly Welsh Water, in order to assume a 
similar position at the Brummie dub, 
which announces its float price today. 

Villa, currently standing in the higher 
reaches of the Premiership, hopes to 


Culture dash: One shareholder put a 
coloured slant on the history of the US 


cash in on the latest craze for quoted 
dubs. It is aiming to raise £ 15 -20m on 
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flotation and win be capitalised at 
between £I20-140m. 

Earlier this month Villa appointed 


chairman Ron Noads and^manager Steve 
Coppell were both at the Divert Chal- 
lenge Cup on Monday, a charity tourna- 
ment for youth teams in association with 
KPMG. The footy extravaganza at the 
Feradale Centre, Brixton. als o attracted 
the su pport of Lord Elton, chair man of 
the Divert Thist and former home secre- 
tary, and Bernard Clow, partner in charge 
of community projects with KPMG. 

The shindig attracted teams from all 
over the country, and the winners af the 


The people over at Barclays Bank are 
very cross about recent press reports 
suggesting the bank is about to axe its 
eagle logo, first used in 1736. 

The rumours follow HSBC’s decision 
to axe the Midland Bank griffin in 
favour of HSBC’s dull affair, a red 
version of St Andrew's cross. 

.When asked about clipping the eagle's 


2 an f s ! a Barclays spokesman says this is 
not the case at all. We have been 
reviewing our branding for some lime 
and this is a process which will go on. 
Nothing is imminent.'* 

Sounds like “Bye Bye Birdie" to me. 


John Willcock 
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Chiroscience shares 
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jump on trial results 


Mentis Grimond 


42p (42p| 
0^1 — 
162p(152p) 


Chirosaence. the biotechnolo- 
gy group, saw its shares jump 
14 Jp to 380 Jp yesterday after 
announcing the latest in a scries 
of successful phase III trial re- 
sults for its levobupivacainc 
long-acting local anaesthetic. 

The Cambridge-based group 
said the tests, involving 60 
women at St James’s Hospital 
m Leeds, had shown the drug's 
efficacy was equivalent to the 
epidural anaesthetic used for 
childbirth, bupivacaine. 


Chiroscience claims its prod- 
uct is a safer version of bupi- 


va caine, which is made by Astra 
under the Murcainc brand and 
can cause side effects ranging 
from tingling to convulsions, 

’ Analysts reacted favourably. 
Ian Smith of Lehman Brothers 
said the findings confirmed 
earlier trials and added weight 
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t° expectations that the drug 
would come to market. He put f \i 
a value of 400p on the shares, 
before adding in lost year's nc* 
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quisition or Darwin,’ the US 
company backed by Bill Gates. 
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Railtrack heads a charge of the blue-chip brigade 


■•; 2112.6, r+ISJZ - 


787.9m 
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Share spotlight 



Raptrack, the much derided 
and last of the major privati- 
ons* led the blue-chip 
™aige as the stock market 
seized upon an upbeat New 
York display. 

The shares, floated at 190p 
ast spring, were again 00 the 
eroress lme, gaming 20.5p to 
*+57p m brisk trading. ■ 

The railway company’s 
strength was the latest ex- 
ample of the market’s indif- 
ference to thepossibaity of any 
strained relationship between 
a Labour gove rnm ent and the 
nationalised industries. 

At the last election the for- 
mer state-owned groups were 
like puppets on the opinion 
poll string - rising or felling 
with every twitch in the opin- 
ion reading, 

_ This time round the priva- 
tised groups are romping 
ahead. They have thrown off 
the feared shackles of Labour 
domination with. the market 
convinced, perhaps rather 


nanety, the windfeO tax wffl not 
be too fierce and, anyway, it b 

already discounted m the share 
prices. 

It is also bravely taking the 
view the regulatory duriate will 
not get my worse and dividend 
growth wm not behindered. 

It will be interesting to see 
if such a wide-eyed approach 
survives for long if the Ibiy 
Government is toppled. 

Still, such restrained 
thoughts played no part in 
Raihrack’s storming display. 
Speculation remained about 
the group's property assets 
and its ability to realise itshid- 
dea wealth. The dares, it is cal- 


cash How. Talk of same cor- 
porate activity is another in- 
fluence. The parflypaid shares 
have, however, sntf to reclaim 
their peat, Wt earlier ibis year. 

The market in genera] was 
in no mood 10 worry about any 
changes after polling day. 
Higher interest rates, perhaps 
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by a full point, and tbe distinct 
likelihood of hjgher taxes were 
swept aside as Rxitsic romped 
ahead 35.1poxut5 to 4,286.8. 

Utilities remained flavour of 
the month and BG's remark- 
able revival continued with a 
further l_5p gain to lS7p. 

SBC 'Warbmg contributed to 

the privatisation party. The se- 
curities house set new targets 
for British Airways and BAA. 
It sees BA flying at 750p, a 
thought which enticed the 
shares 15 5p higher to 665p. 
BAA, the old British Airports 
Authority, rose 7p to 516-5p 
with Whrburg talking of a 600p 
price. 

Tbe leading brewers got 
into a ferment as Dresdner 


KJeinwort Benson said buy 
Whitbread and sell Scottish & 
Newcastle. MdesPierson chop- 
ped in with a buy for Whit- 
bread, looking more at its 
tearing out faciliti es than brew- 
ing presence. Whitbread re- 
sponded to the dual support 
with a modest 25p gam to 
770 Jp; Scottish bhssrally ig- 
nored the Klcinwort caution, 
foaming S5p higher to 649 5p. 

Gibbs Mew, the modest Sal- 
isbury-based brewer, put on 
&5p to 27H5p (after 2865p) cm 
suggestions its recovery po- 
tential had been overlooked. 

Retailers were generally 
firm although DFS, the furni- 
ture chain created by Sir 
Graham Kirkham, fell 2Zp to 


503.5p. The shares have come 
down from 65l-5p this year, 
largely on worries growth is 
slowing, 

Granada, with Lehman 
Brothers suggesting a l.DOGp 


level, rose 9-5p to 875p; EMI 
recovered a further 3(L5p to 
I,lS5.5p, large ly on US 
influences. RTZ, the mining 
group, managed a lOp gain to 
954Jp as some large deals 
were recorded. 

Shield Diagnostic, on tbe 
UBS presentation, improved 
12_5p to 620p; Smith & 
Nephew's treatment for foot ul- 
cers produced a 3p gain to 
1 8 1 Jp and a Chiroscfcnce sys- 
tem for moving side effects 
from drugs lifted the price 
14 Jp to3805p. 

Optometries, the small opti- 
cal equipment croup, scored the 
day’s outstanding gain, up 105 
percent to 22.5a A consortium, 
featuring 1-eeds solicitor Peiei 
Levine, is buying a 53 per cent 
stake from directors at lA5p. 


The guess is Optometries is 
destined for the role of a shell 
with a rights issue and reverse 
takeover likely in the next few 
months. Mr Levine is a director 
of Severfield-Reeve. the engi- 
neering group. 

Ask Central, tbe restaurant 
chain run by the Kaye family 
fof Golden Egg and Gar- 
nickels fame) held at 200n 
after producing its second cash 
call in five months. The group 
has opened 20 restaurants 
since floating in September, 
1 995. and is due to launch an- 
other three. It is raising £5 3m 
on a one-for-five ration at 
160p. Last year’s placing pulled 
in £1.25m at I00p- The shares 
have been down to 58 5 p. 

FYeeport Leisure, running 
out-of-town shopping facilities, 
gained llJp to 136.5p. Some 
pointed to the MEPC\C&G 
Clark factory shops deal as of- 
fering a new basis for pricing 
Freeport; their calculation came 
to a remarkable 600p a share. 


Taking Stock 


□ Watermark, a marketing 
specialist, jumped 6p to a 34p 
peak following profits oT 
£653,000 against a £60,000 
loss. Stockbroker Doriacher 
calculates £lm will be pulled 
in this year. But it is ignoring 
any possible contribution 
from a deal to manage the 
Miss World Contest, the old 
Eric Morley parade which Is 
being held in the Seychelles 
in November and still has a 
big world-wide following. 

Miss World came in for heavy 
cri ti ci sm in this connin’ but 
John Caukutt, Watermark's 
chairman, said: “It will be 
presented in a different and 
refreshing way compared 
with what went before." The 
shares were floated at I3p- 

□ Maid, the on-line informa- 
tion group, should make 
profits of £10.1 m this year 
and £17.7m next. Merrill 
Lynch says boy. The shares 
are 234 Jp. 
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Whatmore 
has the 
know-how 


Guy Hodgson talks to Lancashire's 
new coach who has taken on possibly 
the hardest job in county cricket 


H ' -t ’*•- * * 


In a metropolis which also 
contains Manchester City, the 
dangers inherent in high pro- 
file sporting positions are al- 
ways relative, but if you had to 
pick the hardest job in county - 
cricket, then coach to Lan- 
cashire would be high among 
your options. 

Consider John Stanworth. 
Under his guidance, Lancashire 
won the NatWest Trophy and 
Benson and Hedges Cup last 
season which would satisfy most 
cricket committees. Not at Old 
Trafford though. His reward was 
to be demoted to community of- 
ficer. the price 

paid for a dismal 

season in the Tve lo: 

Championship. 


paid for a dismal , new ideas and 

season in the Tve lost count methods. 

Championship. “Just because 

Stanworth is Of til© niHTlDGf Of something has 
not alone in suf- , been done for 

faring for Lan- membepS telling 100 years 
coshire's doesn't neces- 

obscssive desire me they expect sam y mean 

for a prize that . r it’s the best,” 

they’ last shared LanCSShlFe tO he said- " 1Ve 
in 1950 and won . been chal- 

outright in 1934. Win the title lenged to 


for a prize that 

they’ last shared LSnCc 

in 1950 and won 

ouLright in 1934. win t 

Jack Bond, Alan 

Ormrod and 
David Hughes have all been im- 
paled on the thorns of the red 
ruse while, in becoming Eng- 
land's coach. David Lloyd has. 
more than any of them, been 
unspeakably punished. 

The latest man to he tested 
on the rack of the members' an- 
ticipation is Dav Whatmore, a 
43-year-old Australian whose 
enduring claim to fame will he 
his coaching of Sri Lanka to the 
World Cup just over a year ago. 
After mission improbable, some 
would say comes the impossible. 

“I'd only been here a few days 
and l‘d low count of the num- 
ber of members telling me they 
expected Lancashire to win the 
Championship." Whatmore, 





who took over at Old Trafford 
in February, said. “It’s a very 
proud dub with a great tradi- 
tion. The expectation is enor- 
mous.” 

Whatmore is part of a grow- 
ing Australian influence in this 
country. Already five counties 
have men from Down Under in 
some executive capacity, while 
other dubs are awaiting the an- 
nouncement of the Ashes tour 
party tomorrow before reveal- 
ing the name of their overseas 
professional. 

He is more interesting than 
most, however, if only for his 
openness to 


it’s the best,” 

;hire to t« add. -r« 

been chal- 
e title lenged to 

think laterally. 

Tve learned to 
look at other sports because 
sometimes the answer is outside 
cricket.” 

A compact batsmen who 
played seven Tests at an aver- 
age of 2153. Whalmore's post- 
playing career took off when he 
was appointed head cricket 
coach to the Institute of Sport 
which, conveniently, was set 
up in his home slate of Victo- 
ria. “I thought it would be tbe 
easiest money I'd ever earned,” 
he said, “but I found it ex- 
tremely difficult and after one 
year I was close to quitting. 

“I was coaching 20 boys the 
way I'd been coached and it 
doesn’t work with every indi- 
vidual. I had to learn to ap- 



Dav Whatmore, his enduring claim to fame will be his coaching of Sri Lanka to their World Cup triumph 


proach each one differently. I 
made mistakes, I had my im- 
mediate boss on my back bul the 
second year was belter and the 
next better still. By the end it 
was pretty good." 

So much so that offers began 
to come his way. Australia were 
the rising force in world crick- 
et and it became desirous to ape 
their methods. Mark Nicholas 
wanted him to coach Hamp- 
shire second XI but Sri Lanka 
were also interested. What- 
more. who had been bom in 
Colombo before emigrating to 
Australia as an eight year old, 
chose to go home. 

His job was to guide Sri Lan- 
ka as far as he could in the 


World Cup, something he did 
beyond expectation when the 
the trophy duly arrived. His 
gamble was to employ Sanath 
Jayasuriya and Romesh 
Kaluwilharana as explosive 
pinch hitters who. when they 
came off, could launch an in- 
nings at more than 10 runs an 
over. England's attack was oblit- 
erated by the tactic in the quar- 
ter-finals. 

“It was horses for courses ba- 
sically," Whatmore said. “Let’s 
not forget one of them was a 
wicketkeeper and the other 
was a spin bowler who Gelded 
brilliantly. We had tbe luxury 
of flexibility within the team 
and the strength elsewhere to 


recover if it went horribly 
wrong. 

“We always discussed the 
situation where we could be 0-2, 
which happened a couple of 
Limes. Fortunately we had an- 
other five top-class batsmen to 
follow them, so if they came off 
it really broke the game up and 
put the opposition under enor- 
mous pressure. If they didn’t, we 
still had the confidence to know 
these other guys could bat.” 

There is the novel and there 
is the ridiculous, and when 
Whatmore first arrived at Old 
Trafford reports filtered out 
that his players were expected 
to train at 6am. “That got out 
of hand," he laughed. “I 


thought most of the guys had 
day jobs so I was hoping to get 
a session of training in before 
they went to work. Fortunate- 
ly it only applied to the captain, 
Mike Wa tlnns nn. who devotes 
particular attention to his per- 
sonal fitness anyway. 

“The players have been very 
recgptive. There’s a very high 
skill level within the dub. I don't 
think there’s any passengers at 
all. Now I want to alfy that to 
better preparation and back-up. 
There will be greater attention 
on the support areas: sports 
medidne, nutrition and psy- 
chological factors that make up 
tbe whole person.” 

Can ail this help Lancashire 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

win the Championship? “I hope 
so,” he replied. “We’ll have 
two players leaving the team to 
join England and I'd like to 
think there will be others who 
progress to higher duties. That 
means we have to have strength 
in depth to cover- their ab- 
sences. So far Tve been im- 
pressed. It’s a talented group. 

“What will be satisfactory to 
me will be if each player im- 
proves this season. My job is to 
make everyone the best they 
could possibly be. If they make 
progress towards that 1 shall be 
happy.” 

The question, as the season 
begins, is: will that make Lan- 
cashire happy, too? 


Smith to 
fight for 
England 
Test spot 


The Hampshire batsman 
Robin Smith has not given up 
hope of forcing his way back 
into the England side for this 
summer's Ashes series against 
the Australians. w- 

Smith’s Tfest career was put - v ’ 
on hold 14 months ago by the 
former chairman of selectors 
Ray Illingworth after the side's 
disappointing winter tour to 
-South Africa. But now Smith 
is aiming to impress Illing- 
worth’s successor, David 
Graveney, and the new selec- 
tion panel which includes two 
of his former England col- 
leagues, Graham Gooch and 
Mike Gatling. 

Smith, who has scored 4,236 
runs in 62 Tfests at an average 
of 43.67, said: “I am only 33 
years old and feel I still have 
plenty to offer at international . 
level. It's up to me to get theA 
runs for Hampshire and then'”' 
force the selectors to consider 
me. 

“This is a big season for me 
audit is a big one for England 
in an Ashes series, and my 
record against the Australians 
is as good an anyone’s. I remind 
myself that 1- was a Test player 
only 14 months ago and I am 
fitter now than I have ever 
been." 

Smith realises that he faces 
a battle to re gain his place, but 
be added: “1 have a great de- 
sire to get back into- the Eng- 
land Test team and the 
Australians are so powerful 
that I think there might be a va- 
cancy or two in the latter stages 
of the series. 

“1 have missed Tfest cricket 
morethanlthoughtIwould.lt % 
had been part of my life for £ 
eight years, summer and winter, 
and iL was good to hear that 
David Graveney is wiping the 
slate clean and giving everyone 
a chance.” 

Hampshire's captain, John 
Stephenson, is backing his col- 
league to regain his place. 
“Robin is a world-class player 
full of ambition and must still 
be an England contender be- 
cause he has a lot of cricket left 
in him," he said. 
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Top Fifty League Table 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 6 APRIL 


^THE EVDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY IISSHES 

T oday we publish the latest results in our tasy Football managers and their teams for matches on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
Independent Fantasy Football game, played between Saturday 17 August -Sunday 6 April, be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver Terms and conditions as previously published 

Light Bulbs. Results will be published every Wednesday in The PR 17 FS 


I FANTASY 


POS NAME 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 


MR PAUL MATTHEW 


MR ASHLEY BRETTLE 


MR SEAN BROSNAN 


MR SIMON LIU 


MR KEITH HORRY 


MR WILLIAM BARR 


MR ALEXANDA FEAST 


MR RICK YAP 


MR BEN KENDALL 


MR SIMON DRAPER 


MR IAN GROUP 


MR G WHITE 


MR SCOTT MCLNERNEY 


MR ANDREW BOLTON 




MR IOHN COX 


MR GARFIELD MACALEM 


MR ADAM HOGG 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 


MR D R MILLS 




MR PETER FRANKENTAL 


MR | GODWIN 


MR BEN ANDREWS 


MR A SWANNEY 


MR JONATHAN MCCROSSEN 


MR 0 1 JOHNSON 


MR A MORGAN 


MR PAUL HOOKES 


MR ANDREW GODDEN 


MR SJ PERRY 


MR J LILLY 


MR IVAN HOOD 


MR JONATHAN DAVIS 


MR TONY AKINQALE 


MR MARK HAYDEN 


MR ANDY LANE 


MR STEVE BAZZNOT 


MR GARY HAYLES 


MR TIM PAUL GERMAN 


MR FI GREAVES 


MRJALPOUS 


MRP CURRAN 



SCEsSSBB 


MR KB MALCOLM 


MR PAUL FULLWOOD 


JOSI MARTI 


THE DOOR MAT 


RELEGATION 12 


S 


ORGANIC MANURE F.C. 


KRUEGER RC 


THE ZOROSTWAN ZENETK ZYQUE 


OUT OF MIND 


TURKEY'S TRIGGERS 


PLATE F.C. 


SILK CITY 


WHITE CITY 


ANDREWS 8 TEAM 838 


SANDUNG STROLLERS 837 


SOUTH FILL F.C. 836 


GARFIELD BOYS 2ND 835 


8LAGGY HOGG 


NO 


THE MUSHROOM LAYERS 


ANDROGEN UNITED 


NORVOOD JIM 


BOOZEWS BATTLERS 


DOGS BRICK 827 


WASH TOP ARMY 827 


THE AWAY WINNERS «7 


KICK START 8Z7 


NO 


F.CALZEY 827 


THE GREAT ESCAPERS 826 


JEWELS R EMMY’S GONE MISSING 826 


GOLDEN TEAM 825 


OLUE VILLA 824 







INTER MALCOLM 


KING OF HOBBIES F.C 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published below, 
shows four scores. The Week 35 (Wk 35) column lists 
all points scored in Premiership matches played ber 
tween Monday 7 April - Sunday 13 April inclusive. 
Column B lists all points scored before the transfer 
period. Column A lists all points scored after the trans- 
fer period. The Overall (Ov) column lists the total 
amount of points scored in all matches played from 
Saturday 17 August - Sunday 13 April. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League tabic (sec 
left). It lists the overall top scoring Independent Fan- 


Results will be published every Wednesday in The 
Independent for all games played from the pre- 
vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also 
appear the following Sunday, in the Independent 

4 points for a goal *4 points for a goalkeeper/defender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points for a successful assist ■ l point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ I point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, l point 
fora draw ■ Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card 


on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday. 
Terms and conditions as previously published 

PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season wflj be 
die entrant who has accrued more points than any 
other Independent Fantasy Football team in that 
time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the 1998 
World Cup in France. The winner, plus companion, 
will see all the action of a quarter-final -and a semi-fi- 
nal of their choice, plus the final. In addition, the 
highest scoring team each month wilJ win a pair of 
tickets to one of England’s World Cup qualifying 
games at Wembley. 


Team Market and Score 


B - Before transfer period 
A - After transfer period 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST- 13 APRIL; WEBC 35 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 7 APRIL- 13 APRIL 
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DuK-m . CftB. 0 ti 17 H 

FtuncH • CHE 26 42 nS 

Phelan ; EVE rihaW 

Lehoul i CHE I 41 14 HI 

Sohlair ’.CHE <l II 14 l« 

Mmii. qiE 11 17 26 43 

Dai-.h CHV I) 16 24 W 

Sha* CV»\\ | IS 46 M 


Uaiih CW 0 16 24 40 

Sha* CW'. I IS 46 M 

Bnn™s COV ' 1' 10 5 IS 

Sintlae DQR ft, 15 21 -*3S 

p. 1*1.41 (Cj HER I '02 31 53 

Wit-sall ITER 0 — 0 0- 

Sh.in EVfc II »±S 3) 53 

tVaium EVE n Bl 41 .4* 

Liimmnli t\ t 1 

Huingcr EVE I W i JfO“ & Tr 

HindjdTfc EVE n v) rfj; 71 


Ji4«in LEE ft 2fl -|1 2Cl 

Kdh LEE 5 27^71 W 

WelkraE LEE 5 23 v'4.4 68 

lA-nsu LEE 5 A "SiH 38. 

PcmPemm LEE il ft 0 T 


i"R) Lt\‘ 



h.H 

w 

is h > 7 
I l 6.34 
A” 6411 
TA 643 
T'A f44 


il 2b ?7 63 12 

l S3 28 1 2 

ft 31 24 55 1 6 

H 2H 26 54 3 7 

1 U I 1 17 

4 22 51 73 18 


it k-ou would like io know more about Philips range of Hf himp products, rail 01 SI 686 i960 (Fantasy Football questions cannot be answered on this linej. 
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Racing 


1 GREG WOOD 
l reports from Newmarket 

What with the dpgp at Peny Barr 

l^&et^puaKsrs 6 ^ Britain’s 
\ betting shops had little chance 
to study the runners as they pa- 
raded before the Nell Ora 
Stakes here yesterday, and lor 
this tiie people who run Britain's 
betting shops are no doubt 
grateful. Ten fillies trotted ner- 
vously around the paddock, but 
health and happiness radiated 
from every square inch of Re- 
union’s gleaming coat, and the 
only surprise when she returned 
to the winners’ enclosure 15 
minutes later was that she had 
been allowed to start at S-l. 

Yet Reunion could be twice 
that price if she follows the ac- 
jjbpted path for a Nell Gwyn 
winner and returns to the Row- 
ley Mile for the 1,000 Guineas 
on 4 May. The Tbte offer 20-1 
about her chance in the first fil- 
lies' Classic, which reflects the 
relative unfamfliarity of John 
Hills, her trainer, when com- 
pared to, say, his father Barry, 
who saddled yesterday’s runner- 
up, Elegant Warning. Indeed, 
(he enclosure was knee-deep 
with Hilts, since John’s broth- 
ers, Richard and Michael, were 
aboard the first two home. 

John Ids may lag behind his 
father in terms of Classic win- 
ners, but another statistic offers 
an alternative view. He has sad- 
dled just three ranners in British 
Classics, but two of them, 


T" ■' 


PHILIPS 

* • . av tie f */A.T*n 




K I s 


er) and Vrind In l£er]fafr(I9M 
Oaks} finished second, and with 
Reunion dearly as forward as 
any fiHy in Britain (those m 
Dubai, of course, axe another 
inn ti er), another placing at i**** 
is a distinct possibility. 

“We. always knew s h e had 
ability, die’s been going well at 
home and 1 landed her today,” 
Hills said. “When you win a race 
like this and you fhtnV you've 
got a nice one yonVe got to go 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Leif The Lucky 
(Pontefract 530) 

NB: Prends Ca 
(Newmarket 2 j05) 

and take your chance in the 
Guineas. It will be interesting 
to see what happens in the 
Fred Darling on Friday [when 
Sleepytime, ante-post favourite 
for the 1,000, makes her sea- 
sonal debut], but there will be 
quite a few fillies having their 
first run in the Guineas. Ours 
has had only three runs so 


snr has yet to dedde 
whether Elegant %ming, who 
was running on again at the end 
of yesterday’s seven furiangp, win 
reoppose the winner at New- 
market. Similar uncertainty sur- 
rounds Za-Im, the trainer's 
second runner-up of the day, 
who finished just a neck behind 
Poteen in the conditions event 
but whose participation in the 
2,000 Guineas, fear which he is 
25-1 from 40-1 with WiTferm HT71, 


depends on whether Sheikh 
Hamdaxi can come up with any- 
thing better before 3 May. 

Poteen, however, wDl defi- 
nitely line op for the Guineas, 
and Luca Cumani was pleased 
with yesterday’s performance, 
even if those who took odds of 
1-3 were fretting until well in- 
side the final furioqg. “Tin very 
happy because be is still a good 
two weeks away from fitness,” 
Cumani said. “That's why I ran 
him today. I wanted to get two 
more gallops into him before 
the Guineas and if we had 
to the Greenham fat New- 
_ on Saturday] 1 would only 
have had time for one.” 

Poteen’s Classic odds were un- 
changed with a H the major lay- 
ers (14-1 with W illiam HID is the 
best around), and the ante-post 
market on the race may be un- 
usually static between now and 
the tqg day. With the exception 
of Revoque, who runs in the 
Greenham, not one of the sev- 
en colls al the cop of the Tote’s - 
betting (and that goes up to the 
16-1 chances) is expected to 
ran before the 2,000. So anyone 
stepping in to take a price before 
they are sure that their selection 
is, firstly, sonnd of limb, and sec- 
ondly, down at the start, is play- 
ing a dangerous game. 

For bookmakers this is des- 
perate news, and they resorted 
with predictably desperate mea- 
sures. Shawaf, from John Dun- 
lop's yard, won the seven-furlong 
maiden readily enough, but the 
subsequent quotes of 25-1 fin the 
2,000 most be treated with the 
contempt they deserve. 



Reunion (fourth right) powers home in yesterday’s Nell Gwyn Stakes at Newmarket 


Osborne’s Major ride 



Jamie Osborne will partner 
Major Bell, a leading fancy for 
Saturday's Scottish Grand Na- 
tional, now that the horse’s 
original rider, Ibny Dobbin, 
has been forced to give up the 
mount after breaking his collar- 
bone- Dobbin, the winning rid- 
er at Ain tree on Lord GyUene, 
sustained his injury in a fall at 
Hexham on Monday. He trill be 
out of action for three weeks. 

David Nicholson has con- 
firmed that be will mount a two- 


Z05 wad Rice 
235 Russian Music 
3 j 05 Hhkton Meadow 
340 Galapino (rib) 


HYPERION 

4J5 REBECCA SHARP (nap) 
445 Composition 
520 Coble •• 


E*Tfl 



GOING: Good. STALLS: 7f& bn K - sands ride; rest- br trite 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Right -hand corns? with lm 2f straight. 

■ Course teSWofiewti onA1304. Bus fink from Cambridge and Newmarfa* stations. 
ADMISSION: dub 516 (16 to Sfi-year-oMsSB); Grandstand A Paddock U0 [16 to 26- 
yesrotts £&}; Family Enclosure S3- CARPARK: Members SI; ranabider free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: B Cedi — 58 winnas from 23T nmnen 
gives a success ratio of 24J5H and a profit to a £1 Jewel stake of £21.90; J Goaden — 
41 winoeis, 2S7 nmners, 14 -S%> -£72.17} R Hannon — 39 irinWM, 4ft3 nmners. &13H, 
-4227.06; B BBIb — £8 winners, HUB ramoj, ] 1.4%, -£J0lh26. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Edday— 66 wtamen, 4 77 rides, 268%, -435.66; L Det- 
tori — 66 winners, 405 rides, 14J%.-SJ 70.1 4; WJ.9wW«t » — 44 wtnneis, 306 rides, 
14.49b, +£8.17; J Reid — 34 winners, 330 rides, 10.3%b -535UB. 

BUNKERED FIRST TMB: None. WINNERS IN THB IAST SEVEN DAISt Nme. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Dreares End (2-8EJ has been sent 274 inSee by P Bonn 
Don Hwfa d wwt, nyfed., 


GREENE KING HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,500 
added lm 4f Penalty Value £6^16 
140305 SONS 0F1HE SWORD PE (D) (ladjrUwinBbber) JOU 4 9 11— WBSHWntn IE — 

013- OASSBIR® (USA) (aroiCStecBtataiJICBmpl»l4 9B R Price 15 M 

1001-04 WZMSAG0ESS(UQ(D)(DnBJBoL](8DMchifc7B7 MhGmwsM 90 

311223- «NGUM(19q(C|WanOMsMRe«i9596 KDarfeyl493 

010002- HWXMUD PJB3 {Q U W LnA) S MKaoB 4 9 4 KMoaUBS 

055400 HBIMDtS0NCIfiin(TBMi)llllthB592 RSbHt7B7 

_ JIDw U 81 
lfefln(S)«S3 
-RUWW197 
I Add 9 77 


904 wMairsius«rawiiw^UD^^ 

001-211 MAMM(USiO(<3<^UtPBaaOigSi«pies)J^r*a492 

224221- 7OIBIHNCER(174}0XsmondfaEn0JL5K4 92 

10 651054 MS4UB{U|iniSua»S>4|WHA4813 

U 134114 aKUMMVHnWnORiidCI»q«6813 

12 600401 xri«rrmmiEMMdRHmnan5813 : 

13 001315- HORBOMO {1621 Hsabor^ B Wt 4 8 9 

14 Q51000- RmBtM73CTflGctemdvB4MM»886. ■ ■■—■■■ 

15 004000 BOWED OVSi (16)(D} ft MCjatOCQaar 4 8 CL- 


IO 1-55323 mCEMNZBP0)ini4HIJhGfelDM4iwarllh6B0. 
17 000140 TKMftfBt (OSA) (27) [T She^henO S Dtw4 7 13 . 


L Dettori 4 94 

.Dun OHd 690 
__MMa2S7 
~X«te3B4 
I Roberta 13 73 
RRt«Kh[G)17S3 
Q*nl8 97 


105 


RACNG StHWraAHLOUILDOK RAIHMIANDICAP 
(CLASS B) £LL650 7f Penalty Wkie £7,976 


0525-33 WB0FPBIU(M)WW«in.R*«AJwfc487 L 

200026- IUDLYSII4RPCnq(CO)ttadSMW*WlWTIABa60T. 
610060 OOGBIGIUiamC194)PMDugn4JDurlD0596 — 

443060- CYRANOS UD (1JV) TO «MR*4gWlC0»(prB95 

540022- HOW LONG {165} (nilDrMBaRMLCineri 495 


MOWS 

-WJOCemrlfi &t 

MBdtaylSlOO 

KndwS 90 

— XMM610O 


101100- C0MCBlUN{179)(D)0A«LilR«SITOm593. 
00-1202 REW CENIURYPSAIM MW* Bo«tol8DIW»fc 5812- 
540661- PREH0SCA(194)ro WOM] WAMT4812. 


.DrttadlE 95 
-WRSnWanl 85 
13204 
-DatwOMB 92 


00015-0 H»«0R»l (7)(CD) Cfi*W«[toc*gO«*«VPraBttBB12 — —R Coctew* 17100 
45GUO- BABSYBABE(U»4)IW«CBte«ajQinai4Btl . H JN— — B B8 

11 205030 S4SEEDOfliW(13gTOBRgWOWOGnBnBn7811 na— 0’BBmilg 98 

12 151034- 1RE6AR0N (USA) P37) (P Hein Jones) R Atadua 8 8 11 ; JOdaal* 99 

13 030061- WU)8BEP75ro(AE0ppBnheiraertSVtatt58U tt z*™ ” 

14 4043-20 DEPWED fOTOT |2S) (DWUhirt Dr J Sca^ A B_9 . ...^ _ ._ Jj_ Mwrt» 12 W 

15 250550- CWOtAWlOU C^' W WertV Malar Auams) B P*« 6 8 B__ — J B^nfcall S8 

16 00130 PUSEYSHSHt3ra-C2^P>KRtterta)MBo«^4B6 Atoaa Cash (5) 14 68 


17 5620-00 PaBAN0NWM®A5mBRTW»H0cRrgitla»5a4. 

18 234-140 2 URSTOIN DoflnnanJ IAbGIWb^ 484. 
-lBdadarad- 


JQlAw7 86 

i(7)2 95 


NrtMn wbWc Bd 4ft. 

1896; Taowa 4 9 7 fi m#ra lO-l W CaBBgW 13 ran 

FORM GUWE _ 

madly SHARP raoriy a huays inns wll on das cause and Ws nst-nrne-out win tat wa- 
gon (Pat Eddery ntfing) was gined ^ 

May. He mb second tn wo of his suteomant tac w and h ad 

'SSZl £ «es Inwrth Concwr Un. wWtta 
iSonear tf» wp of the heap Wwi ii oomes to 

^*“£Sffi2SSSJ$ 


18 4-21214 8AlAIW(nromW0einiw«l«BGNlaHy471Q fiBwtaB587 

-lBriadand- 

ABntaiD wtfit 7a 10B. Hue ftamftw Gtapho 7sf 

BETmGe 8-UtopB^M Afeafaa, A1 artwta,Totan Dancer, HndApHH, Ranudi Suu, ID-. 
1 HtwMtoo, 1« R^wi, 14i Gatfta Wtaw, LM. Alla AMI, At Itarty, Bmtnd Ota, 30 ottaa 
199ft PnVB^otv 5 S 7 U BM 9-1 |C Matap 15 on 

FORM GUIDE 

RBWAADf WIN should ba spa on afUr takng fn a 10-ftiriong handcap at Kamutun 16 
days ago when ha finished about flw lengths adrift of fourth-placed Hand A Guess but 
ahead of the hampered Bowled Owe. Remaadi Sun wffl pertwps be better suted by the 
step vp m dtatanoe and ha finished strongy up the Poreafiad mefine to win a 10-foftong 
handiap there tat Apr* before Mowing up over 12-furlong at York, coming tfmtgt on 
fire bride and wfonfog wllh rooro ft hand than the bare margn of a tei^h owr Potydamas- 
A gpod run owr 23 fortongHilus at Newbury last September suggests that Ramaad Sun 
tan oopa with a last -run 12 fortongt here. Ababa has tottad an impraved horse on the 
aBweether and Is tarty weighted on he return to turf raong. while Totem Dancer had a 
string of places before finally bring her maiden tag at Nornngwm last October retd tools 
me type who am be Mowed m handicaps under the strand stawenNlw of Les ftrre. She 
stays farther but 8W couse ad bnrfg bar swnta no pipy. Anpw-0 has gpned both l*s 
wins oner Ifl furious on the Ju(y course here, but seems sure to appreciate more of a sta- 
mina test and the ufira-consi3iEnt sort has strong dams m Uik. Formpf winning plater TYaco- 

abBBy goes weB trash while On li Ht l n o ran a bd better than Ms fourth ptafogsuBBWtsffl 

RJtxxi last tin*. Satacttao: REMAADI SUN 

GEOFFREY BARUNG MAIDEN SOKES (CLASS D) £6,000 
added 3VD fflBes 7f Penalty Value £4,581 


1 

2 
3 
A 

5 

6 
7 
B 
9 
ID 
H 
12 


CHANGE PM A BUCK (USA) Otom Oek Hofi»«} H Cart 8 U— 
3- DBMH (TO HBtorettemgririRaocsUDM Sunsilk 

KAMI 

_WBMteilO 
1 Reid 5 

- RMTEYN £R 6 Coins A iris B Bondu A Saaert 8 11 

Jl Robots 3 

5- GWCBBHM* (165) (T D Holand-MEdn) H CoJ 8 11 

AUeGtanfi 

KAZRANU (USA) (SMh'iUanred) L Conart 8 11 

RRrendi(5)ll 

J DSaJtb (3) 1 







S3- S0UU(USA) Clllj J.U AltirtByt PKffc»a^aiLl Aa^ta BaHwm (7) B 


-12 


-. 4 > 


f. - 




gtwrr 

01016-4 AMUR 


mem. SivWKDBO) SOT) MeJ 0045810--- 
02144-3 DREAWS 

323012- PWMg BABAK tl u swn 4 B i0_ 

30- mOTO ^JJ^Ii, , iSJZ^«nFsl«PtefiMtaw4810iDsttalBB12a 
333(Wn Risaw WJaepffl WB»tay4225 



Kirwa S-2 Ifotacca Share, 7-2 Daftifa. 5-1 Ctasgi For A Buck. 6-1 Gtomapi 8-1 Btarttjah. 

mitaMHftaytlMOitatagOmWdta 

199ft TtaBSiM 3 B 11 R 33-1 (P We*W 15 rw 

FORM G3HDE 

One Thousand Guineas emry Rebecca Sharp can be classed « tt» one to beat pen that 
sta « better than both Stagemnp iBth) and SHARNYAff {8th) In a fires' mafoan oner 
cojtse and dwance last Ncvemtar. But It could be worth trying for some value end even 
VSharWyah, who shaped wsl under conadenBe handing, cannot turn the form around mis 
tine. She looks north Mowing Evan the pace fn her pet&ae. Rebecca Sharp, reported^ 
wwWngweB ttas spring, was the (mounts lor that maiden, having opened uo at 3-1 along 
with Gfogersnap. who kept on rt one pace after leading. Tony McGtane rales Gnpvsnap 
and Keren FMon partners steHomtta Change For A Buck, who is bound to be dose to 
the required standard. DeBtofe mod n finer Udi's Hpydodt maden m Sejs ember, is an- 
other nice Wy. The form of that race is working out mere than sattetaaorty. 

Selection: SHARNYAH 




am- WKHI (USA) (326) (X 10. 

1.5-1 



REnWR M AB4tay* 1W Bh* 
ok Atab, Rocky Oorts. 14-1 Aduwv»i|m 
U9ft LM 4 9 4 M i Mana 14-1 « BrtaWSai^ 

- L*t tfrnewrd he tooted m h« efoment sxaJIng round the 

Ifonlen Mnefo own ot WbrwM tal wonP^oonbVgling course In nonw com- 

bends at Via track. good form and th« anan mp-oMhe* 

petty. Jufie Cecil reefcons ® J^’^jf^SodwSfor the 8usa« Steles 15th of 10 
atsti-Kl peffwmersh^^ to MaR WEsieem) last 

mftft Wand) and tta Celeb^ butwastechinthetwc fcoftta 

Dipping an overal and be« ofdwamdtf 

fight *n Yeast's Usa # ^ at 

ota group. (here) aid wMsa^in^ 

tambm because h« mam nvtawereowwOTn. Lucegan Prince fo me Jaaey 

«J raca on ita WW-uP « ® do *** 

Ssaim after be*e he feres ovw nine furior^ 

born sawn refo here B year ago 

tare. Sabtemate Fd*^J®2^i«^MnWi Doncaster m June atthouffl probably o ut - 

classed m the Kmg Selection: RESTRUCTURE 


NGK SPARK PLUGS BARTLOW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

£6000 added ZYD fEDes Sf Penalty V^ue £4,269 

CUDDBB«V(MsDoi«SCtartBHHhan811 B DqlB 4 

COIFOSinONISBBSd Memo M Jwvla BU JtCwhmw6 

54 DnfS0FanaE{l2)m{5BiyienB8iMaiMMBaikiBn iRrtdi 

5 BOMS PUCSdfttK hoy) Ktay 611 Mata Dwyer (3) 2 

jara.6ad|r Tenners) RlftmonBU Pat&ktay3 

J0U90IM SY4 HUOUB) C DtrjerS 11 —KfttoHfi 

2 RKnCA {Up (T J Utad R Bass S 11 — — LDoBodS 



BBIWft »4 Jeta, T-2 Pecftre, B-l Cwta 133 Ctataetry, 7«i tays Of ftece, M Ikes 
bbnd, 10-1 Bring Races, 1M. Mem. IB-1 Snmsr Day Etas 
199ft Csme Lake 2 8 12 J Rad 1-2 0> ChepcMiane 6 can 
FORM GUIDE 

Ron Boss, who sent cut Itate Cappucctnl to lift Ms m 3990, has a strong candidate m 
Paefltca FkarOde DeOOn). who dfinded Ffirtcy Wttehy and Classy Oeo at Haydock. but Wsky 
Whtsfo^ subaequent defoai speBs dengar end and B may be best id side wrth Richard Kan- 
run's rapresofisove jaVBL. partnared by PW Eddery. HBrmon aon this fit 1S91 w«i Rani 
Be The Dqy and in 1993 with Funnies Fdtes and so this e a nee he fancies his chances 
fo. There n nod reports of ObMpeaWon but the maitet should tafl us mom. 

• : JBNEL 


agp, A fc uwy mat he wifi a^m 
NGK EUROPEAN 


355] 




32134. HEFHSIBWJ.P® 

140215- PKWD o 

J E 

"S 

212 - JUfifrtlPWll^^f^JSiwBEudbrBS— - 
422643- 
U5242 
20434- 

41140-2 GROOMS 


^ imj Uflnrn) 8 


Eddery 6112 
SUM 
jOtaefitf 
IMM3U5 

J BoW 2 103 

AC WMH» 

lire 


5^0 




■ UdC tlLlWAn^P«-^ 7 - lfi ^ 

^c^forKfogHareym 

. of me^OOQGumeas Sal rtddm n» cmobb tank to 

j SSWmSm Ntat.^ ^ 

j* m 1994 wen Barecr® 35 MtadC* an noma i„. m , rumrvm wutner. He had ® 

ill fo r*a t*™ foaiTO ^^JSSr'SSd). Hew® 

^ foW 1*1 ^c mSiwton Andreyw and 


WOOD tXTTDN STAKES (CLASS D) £GfiOO added 3Y0 lm 
Penalty Value £4^32 

MENwmiShetaAhita«MrtmmJGasdBn9 0 L Dettori 5 

88HBBIRESCBC5{RUQai)CCllw90 DaanMeltawita 

M6 THIBET (K Msetbl MStOUB 90 KBMWwmT 

BURMnilajrMsMIWRHamSa - — .Ttaettatt 

COBLE [R D Hcbrlgworfl) B Hfc 9 0 RMil4 

QWCYfChBveieyPartSUD M SO® 90_ 

OOROS PSA) (Katihos Fta« H Oed 9 0- 

G0HSKCinurBuiroWiata90 

GRAND HMEKtaM RWtt) P Hsrtt9 a. 


_WR Staten 15 

__K IMeal 

1 19 


JlCtabll 


LORO BUROUK (6«W( Qwp Plfl J Durfep 9 D-. 

Honor BAMES (Bart SftergUSDUB 90 

HOKE OF BHUTAN {taajenGMR Hannon 9 0^. 
HOB (Geay Bqs tarinfil G Dm 9 0. 


TQtta9 

ltalS17 

JtaeOMIX 

tG 


i BOM (USA) Ood Do la MM L Ouraaf 9 0. 
£8iuoupaNmfDro(r«iyi*!flMB*90 — 
THE PRMCE (I B IbEfAXg G W*tt 9 0. 


HBUMVKIORD fBartbnl EfcodsataJ ronOreu 90- 
GajRfWVBnilREQ3rftjrtSBCbaolSIW»Os89_ 
UGHia W 68SK) Manatsl C Boon 8 9 . 


JJ Btwocb p) 10 
-FMBfcfaylfi 

II Ms 12 

DHantauA 

Webb (7) 13 

JDqlsB 


_PKEddwy2 


WATBI aO«S (W J<Heno> Grerfeyl J Fanahow 8 9 

-20dKta«d- 

BEmHC: 11-4 Atfrenow, 3-1 DotaS, 6-1 Dwrvf, ^ Thw Prtoea, 10-1 Lonl Em**, i2-l Ugbttw 
Up, MMsr ftoMT, 14-1 BnMrte, Crtta, Go Hsaow PtoW Games, Mtfs Baek, 1M. rthws 
399ft ftaean 3 9 0 G Caw 10-1 <H DsdO 20 on 

FORM GUIDE 

iriB Of wMpets m me wmd for this race and the marital Ja worth noting even Tftawgti tta 
orty wfortne tavourtte m the seven rurtnei since 1990 has B«n (ftty Haiwwtrs Fon- 
mo« in 1902. Fluvial, Aftport and solar FEtf* warn wbA up m the betting m thw yeas. 
Drtko* bids to foltaar up Rnsta'B wn for tfonry Cedltat year and has esutfi Bib aye 8*. 
home, whfla alfannan, by Lear ifon, has his taHtab. too. John Gosden tae detad with 
Hovta and Akport m tecere years- There are some good vibes lor John Otmtop^s runner 
lari tooMt. wMeBo H e n ce appeals, too. being by B" My ChlBf out of a daughter of 
MrPWHWCK? Setorttem ALFAM4AN 


may p« be much 
wwtabemypcL 


pronged attack on tbc race 
with Sounds Strong and 
Baronet. “Both horses are very 
well and I'm looking forward lo 
it," he said. 

On the National undercard, 
Pridwell, winner of a match at 
Cheltenham yesterday, is a 
possible for the Scottish Cham- 
pion Hurdle. “We'D have to see 
how he is in the next few days,” 
Martin Pipe, his trainer, said. 
“It will depend on where the 
owners want to go as he is also 
in a 1 race at Punchestown next 
week." 

Pipe and Ibny McCoy man- 
aged to notch the first four win- 
ners at Exeter yesterday in the 
trainer’s latest attempt to go 
through the card at a meeting. 


1 Newmarket - 205 |j 

Hone 

C H L T 

■irrritoMi 

61 7-1 61 13? 

tagaon 

61 61 7-1 U-J 


8-1 61 9-1 61 

Ma.tere» 

61 71 9-1 61 

Wta. 

11-1 161 61 161 

Career Ua 

161 161 mm 

Did fin 

161 161 1610-1 

Cirreaaud 

DreiMre Matot 

12-1 14-1 131 LU 

141 12-1 11-1 12-1 

Saceedo 

121 14-1 14-1144 

KtotOrPere 

14-1 141 0112-1 

Pnedeta 

Ol 35-1 14-1 154 

Batov Btoo 

161 261 Ol 151 


254 25-1 25-1261 

Defindfrirem _ 

_2S1 JOl 251 33-1 

Hartmi 

23-1 331 S-l 331 

Pony Steal GM 

334 334 25-1 S-l 


331 33-1 354X31 

Escriaay a qrenr me od& Dtes 1 2 3 4 

C- 6a. K-VOBTI 16 L - lateteT- foe 


I Newmarket - 340 1 

Hne 

C H L T 

Mac 

54 31 31 31 

II Mata 74 74 T-l 74 11 

(taanlADum 

_M 71 _3 1.61 

61 104 161 61 

kreriSn 

12-1_UJ.U;1_161 

Entahtaerte 

.344JM4_M41M 

Rotates 

121 161 14-1161 

Mno i 

141 144 121 12-1 

AtoAU 

141 121 U1 161 

AtUbvty 

.161.161 154161 

UreDnw 

161 12 1 161 161 

TlHrj^JVu 

141 14] 161161 

BarereOta 

161 261 141 161 

OrericlW 

261 201 354 261 

Mntat 261. 254 l&l 161 

TamMi 25-1 261 25-1 251 

| HNBet 

331 331 331331 

II SoretMlteawnl 

354 331 721 334 

EjeEhiw a renr meat*, ptns L 7. 3 . 4 

C - CnL H - YAm HE L - lodtotes. T - Me 


■ '- i ' -r 


CHELTENHAM 


HYPERION 

220 King Of Sparta 2S5 Seek The Faith 
&30 El Don 4.00 Double Silk 4^35 Green- 
back 5J.0 Stormyfairweather 


B POMS) 9WE QUARK (lfi) (BF) N iMStavDaufes 7 10 0 

__C Uewofyn 

9 4265-50 MCKLE JOE (121) M Tale 11 10 0 «t 0 Htflurt (7) 

-fidcdwrad- 

AftvmtBiE 10a. True wes/ifE Srer* Oirewf 12ft MeMe Joe 9a 9ft 

BEmNftfi-ACoutaB, S-llbeTofaMCli, 6-1 B Dow, HnrisUw HowanL 
8-lStaria Boy, 12-1 So Prood. 14-1 otben 


GOING: Good u> Rim. 

MLdWmrel, gsUosJngeoureewiUi stUTfciu-cB. Uphfl] run-in. 

■ Coutfc Is lm N of town off A435. Bus fink Dorn Cbdlaiham 
nation (servod by BrMdi, Bomln^tan* and London, Paddington) 
gm. ADMISSION: Club A IMucrewta combined 1 13 (pnritww, 10- 
S4jtaD»S8,audEfii4 SB)! OonriBP oidnsureSB. CAft PARK: Fhre. 
BUNKEKBD FIRST TIME: Sbshreni (vinored, 5.10). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: El Dan (X.TO) A Somo- 
Tof (4.D0) both wan u diepetow «w Wctbtaday; GrttaNtob 14.H51 
m a Aattrt on Smaday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ur Christa (S.iO) has been sent 
1 70 wXes Miss I Sddri Inxn Cohoa, ?foflb rcvfahjrg- 


4.00 


HOWARD E PERRY HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £4fi00 added 3m 2f 110yds 

5121-15 DOIBXLE 9LK (34) (CD) RWtalS 13 12 7 J4r E Vtaans [7) 
12401-3 Y0UNGBMVE(41)gai)nsAVbwglll2 7, 


JlrUOl 


lBol ownc crop dt»™^ 9123 — 

U31422 RUSTf BfiOfiE (7) PR S Johreon 10 12 3_ 


r(7) 


_MrCVlB»P) 


JAR Barton (7) 


9 on I NEW BARN LANE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4000 added 2m IF 


3214 aumnH(rR)C5)0f«x*ai5ii5. 
ALL£Z CYRANO 0 0Hel 6 110- 
SAHtWE EON PCfarte 5110. 


-DLwby 


PI WIG Of SPARTA CTO OShenwoO 4 1013— — lOtanw 

2 DISTANT STORM (39) B Umata> * 10 8 .VStatay 

6 HBUIMUy{3ft-ltaem4103 SCteran 

-Gdectari- 

BOlINft «M Itaftrth. 5-4 Msg Of Sparta, 16-1 DMsnt Storet, ABre 
Qmm, 25-1 SnppMm Sow, Dtart Dofty 


2L55 


HOLMAN CUP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
C) £7^00 added 2m UOyds 

4U13FU NBHA»S«DnALroroPNftafcUni0_PIUe 
FRU-300 taiBHUg hJCE (3^ N T»aiyvD3wa 9 11 ID Jl UBwnt yi 
4K552 SEEK THE FAHH (74) [D) M 5hq*srt 8 11 7 __R DtfiNOOdy 
465411 fi£D BEAN (22) (0) KWncat 9 10 4. 


5 ,10.-641 SOME-TOY (7) IQ J Squie 11 12 3 — Hat L Btacktad (7) 

6 004-113. THE NALAKAnu (2ft (Q (0) Hs&CSaurin 11 12 3 

; Mr BPotock(5) 

7 305721 JUFRBt MOON (37) UsCHdc8 12 0 Jfr J II Mctad(7) 

8 53P4P1 LVOUOPKfCro ASamw 13120 NrOMGfW(D 

-Sdadared- 

BETTWQ: 9-4 Dtwbla SSt, 4-1 IlN Uaiakawn, U-2 KBotlc. 7-1 Jqrtar 
Moon, 6-1 Ynmg Brew, 9-1 Somn-Toy, 10-1 Busty Bridge. 12-laltare 

BIRDUP NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
I £5,000 added 2m Sf 

1 111331 GROIBACX (BEU (4] P Hobbs & 1112 NVHamon 

2 14/21 FORUM. MVIWnOW C1B| D tetWsai B 11 8 RJotaHffl 

3 223UU wsmnycroJGftatiBiiS PWd« 

4 P5PP33 nmcaoiroooecflioii? wxamni 

-Adadarad- 

BETIMft 11-8 ftecnbaek, 54 fbrmal lavitattBii, 7-2 Waw Windy, 50-1 

Pt—niTirln 

nnjcoo 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 33665(1 NDRDBM0nMSrp2)roBltaron910DjUI 

6 CP5501 RUStK GBW (TO roDBucMI 9 100 DJBuctaB 

-6riadHri- 

iMtuic lost T/ue HtfR Itathen CWwa ter m fijafc Gem »i flb. 
BEnMGe 2-ltawhnrt» rtnurt, H Ptabsrtcy Ptaen, Saab Ihs Fata. 
64. IM Beat, 29-1 Northern Optireist, 25-1 Rartic Gant 


5JL0 


CHELTENHAM SPONSORSHIP CLUB 
NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£4>000 added 2m 5f UOyds 

P60343 SHANRAffl (141 M Ppe 5 12 D A P McCoy V 

6201 STOflMffMMEAIHBt (38} |0) N Hertaton5U8 

M A fibgcold 

61263S COOVMJ-(23)OT rtaPVflwSeBlDU JirJCokktols(7) 


141500 GUSIBWH DAMN (83) T Keddy 7 10 10 GUdMB 

251*565 HRCnBSIC(rota5L5ddaD51010 Alhoreta 

0441 MVSnC Htl (13) H Fma G 10 9 IFrixt 


G901N EQUrrS DARUNG (32) D OEnen 5 ID 7.. 
2-31230 PUNSKUaro RAtar6104. 


.PMdpB 


3.30 


LYNX EXPRESS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(CLASS B] £7500 added 2m 5f UOyds 

152312 COOHBABB. (1^ (CD) M Rpe 5 11 10 A P McCoy B 

5-14110 HSIBEm HOWARD (36| ro*taD Hare 7U7-JF Way 

/jssaz-a soHtouDMHsAPemtruB c am 

133041 nCTOtBEACH(3B]mJFanstare6U0 IIMxniV 

2-214P1 Q. DON (7) M fyan 5 10 10 (5od . 


2U42T SAH1EUA BOf (USA) (UQ W C Mam 5 ID & J RbBob B 

001312 H0trJ0E(roroOBucnell510 2 OjaschaB 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
U 
12 

13 3043-04 CO reOUC CIS) Mes C RvftK 9 10 0- 

-13dactari- 

Untiun wwgbc J05L Tiue nanorap nel^a: KBr^ lin« 9rf 13ft, Cbsaic Mol 
rt4Goftafc9sffit 

BETWW; 11-4 Sta n ayfiftwarttar, 9-2 Seante Wattas, S-l Shshraal, 7- 
1 Ware Ctaaec, B-l Myrtle U, 10-1 Pfctt, 14-1 oitart 


P 21P» KYUBtS CHANCE (150) PHOQBC 6 102 

533 SCEMCWlDtS(roNlwrton-Doues5 100_J5 Usm%w 

SPOUJO HUMG THE (41) D Budsl 6 10 0 DiBwcM 

000 CLASSIC MODEL (27) J Tubi B 10 0 RBdbn? 

..JtJobnren 


PONTEFRACT 


HYPERION 

2AS Bemardo BeBotto 3^0 Momlr® Star 3^0 
Red Guard 4J25 Java Red 5.00 Tetemanla 530 
Leif The Lucky 


GOING: Finn (Good to Finn In pteros). STALLS: Insulr. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low madly b«C Tor Of £ 6T. 

■ Left-hand, undntalng course. 

■ Cause is lm NWaf town on AJBfl. PonudVaa ruemfehun sta- 
tion lm. Tbrehotfsadon adfotns mutse. ADMISSION: Huh 5 li 
Paddock SB; Staer RfoB S3LAO; Third mdosare (tan pto. up to 
fiur octupams) 34 o r UimsliJe charge of Si CAE PARK: Five. 
BLINKERED FUST HUE: Tdppy 6H Urtnured, 4 JT,i. 
WINNERS IN THE I 1ST SEVEN DATS: PcwdoUno (R JO) wan 
si ISpcn on Wednesday . 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Father On (SJNII ban been sent 
252 mfles by Miss Day KeOeicay from Whhrrenbe. DuctcL 



HILL MEDIAN AUCTION 
(CLASS E) £4400 2VOST 

BEliOTTO® (BR MM90 MFentaT 

tES(7) MWEasMfo 90 — — 1 1 non 3 

! Mm N Macaulay & 0 OTo«k(^9 

90UBLEPG)NT«Mar9 0 MnlUtaU 

BOY(X4)JBeiryG0 £tavl 


THE BOY JOW (USA) R tana 9 0 
04 YORKS BOY (SgBlfcMatai 90. 
a TOUWBRIUfiPEunsSO 
CAMiriMST tareu Thoapren B 

2 CARAtaOOG) JLEjre89 



8 D34-0 RB> GUARD D6)CIMagg3 BIO JtlfogiesS 

9 2- KYLE HEA nro H Cart 3 8 5 UT Ryan 10 

10 3 lOMDOm HEART (USA) (13] PCole3B5 CRrttarl 

- IQ dscb rri- 

BEnme U-4 Kyle Rtaa. 3-1 Jauaty Jack, 7-2 Rad ftanL B-l (retail's 
Heat 9-1 NonBc Crest 10-1 DmM. 2S-lothan 

14 OC I OSSETTSELLMG HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
LZ=rJ £3JX)0 added lm 

3000-0 YMUE MAES (16) D Chapman 4 g u MCscaortoa3 

CK600-4 M8MBZ (20) C Siren 5 9 8 O DTXnabM (3)1 

BW20& ENNHSHR (200) P Lons 5 9 6 

UW0S2 lOCH SIYIE 123) (CD) RHxnsbcaa 4 94 __F lynch Q]1A 

00-0304 DCCRnONIUSn (21)1 JONhl 594 W Ryan 2 

006520 MAJOR MOUSE (ft (0) WHag)) 994 SWMtoorthB 

422544 SfCRHZ (TO (0} IY TflHer 592 Jta1Utarl2B 

400300 8AUET DE COUR pH)) I Bhemfpxi 4 9 2. G PreMn (5) 20 

06006 SBIUBA (USA) (54Q Jdn A Kens 4 9 1 ) Carol 10 

10 1M&04- JAVA RED (22G) K>) J RvGitjo 5 9 1 IFortawlS 

11 04WM3 KAI«!rsniE«r(2a)U£TO5813 THfitansa 

12 GC-3004 GOLD LANCE (IISAJ (S3) R OSuWon 4 8 13 RHk«M>4 

13 290000 MMSITORinfoTliampxnfiSu IBrtaW(517 

14 500*60 YUm GftLPO) Cart JYSietm48 11 IMtarerUV 

15 120004- ASTERK C&f) >' 1 J Sadey 9 & 10 LCtamochUB 

16 000664 SQUARE MR£ IRSS (53) P Hotas 4 8 B FMstnn B 

17 IMUDMIES' BOB. m (DBF) A ft** 5 8fLDWr^N J3 

IB 0006-50 MnERU(8)(f3B JaCr AHtms.6BB T11‘1r1niWlfti IT 

19 DOCXXM miSCAmnSMEnuPianA8 7 R Carter IB 

» 335004 BOLD HABIT (2) (P) J \**« 1 28 5 jCta«w(^5 

BETTMR: 7-1 Hary* Treat 15-2 Bold HabR, 8-1 tach Style, 10-1 (He- 
bdtan. Gold Uws, Jwa tart. 12-1 tforid tarns' GM, Shreai: 14 othsm 


Wands (7)5 


LEAIHER AhD SCR B4 D MChC fe S 9- 

BEmHft 7-4 Beraanto Befctto, 7-a Dm Boy John, 9-2 Manana's Boy, 
6-1 Canrtbo, 12-1 tarthsr And Scrim, DoonaW DoMMe, US-1 ethers 


500 1 (CLASS D) 


3.20 


RACING CHANNEL FILUE HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £7,000 added 3YD nines Gf 

3312- BAYVUE (USA) (2B1) ®) J &«y 9 7 IWeauerS 

421566 SONG IBS! (197) P)P Cat 9 5 OovUOTU(7)7 

004- MDMGHrSHFrtUI))RBuE99 5 P BhwaSMdS 

354306 WBMOHnWH YOU (17^ M F-GortPy 9 2 ACtaana4 

n- IKSBIWC STAR (1£9) W Matmn 9 2 JCrnirtl9 

550360 EXPRESS Gfll (22) DUDBaU91 Dm UrtMt (3) 12 

153010 tAD0tOEMWP5)TDftarti90 — VUnria Applaby (7) 3 

032060 fiUlSOWUCSBrTOKBuitaSO DRHcCrtmS 

42534-3 eon CTOFI Hamm 8 11 PtagfiMB 

03602 MH77DAMI (IB) Khay 8 11 CDnOiMlO 

.. _TWitaqsl 


1 
2 
3 
A 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 . . 

11 355133 SOVCT LADY (21) J L Eye 8 4 . 

12 563 BOtOCAYLEClB) tosJRanrsKJiBJ IF«ttBal3 

13 65502 HAMEIHflCH&eWGUTunef 7 10 — I ItanM (5) 11 

— 13 d ec ta nd - 

Mritoum im#ic 71sf lflfc. Tnebamfita ae»ic tette IhaW? 79 66, 
BETTOft 61 Goal 7-1 Dw4)e, BoUGayie.61 hwy Dam, MomiagSiir, 
Song MW, M U Dote tffcn, lA.1 Erin Ttatth. 12-1 rtban 

LADY BALK MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5J)00 added lm 2f 

40 OURADinifcqsan'IiSGtt ACUhareS 


3.50 


£5,000 added 3Y0 lm 

1 CAPMMSCOTTpOm JGK>»813 « Carter 1 

01MB6 I CAMT REIEMER (4) <D) P&onsS 13 IFEgMiB 

31- OVER TO YOU (174) (D) E Dufoi) 8 13.D OVnoobis □) 11 
1- FUTURE PHUH^PJKJP Coes 13 CMUrE 

0245- HMNBU2E(1S2) PlfinsBU—.. CDoHoUS 

-100034 UUXmrofiHolmitaMSU F lynch 0)10 

3tt3- RAPER 003) (D) R Hannans 11 J))hri»3 

31- RFCHULLH (142) 0 Loaet 8 10_ J)RMdtae2 

K3- BRAWKRBdTDLCurnmBB — _jOIMta7 

413 TUaiANM (197)WIUesi; 80 ] CrerolJ 

34136 la C ABO W J QWEfg spro 7 Shainepn 8 fl_L Qamodi S 

BETTW& 61 ItaMhb 7-2 OwTo Yon, 61 Tdmta, 61 tatar, 7- 
1 Bren AM, 8-1 bpWa Scott, 1M Fntan Perfect, 1M oth« 


MHMMMUGTDMMhSGU- 


-Jftanlnga 


6 NEHJWOW LEOETO (X09) B Ungm 4 9 13 J wsowth 3 

DWBffS GBL D Mofttr 4 9 B Damn MoKstt (3) 4 

66 ON THE (SEEK (7B) A HOB 4 9 6 DB«p8 

222- iAIfflYJACK (197)1 Overt 3 BIO Olbttaa? 

26 N0RDECGESr(17^PHaaB381D — SOfitaUB 


[50l C5ARFDRTH HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4400 
added lm 2 f 

440G05 SCEMCRBtU}RHc0retaal49l3 /Unt*ra7 

350561 MHBYirSPErcro 9 9 ICtail 

503834 lffTHEUEXy|USA)tronUs>5WB97jIMMlO 

00404' 2M(MR(5B2) JSe4ey597 D9w»nsy(5)& 

015336 TAiUlAHBai£(12)ro Wlmrcdai 49576lhlaa<Mln8 

220062 JEAN FERRE (11)1 4 94 )Wnavar2 

340306 WHCfibAN[2D(D] IAz6^IVflMeyB91..G MfiaMB 

4644-31 PDOOUNO (7) U Srttan 6 8 4 ISb) OtartarA 

035006 BOLD TOP (149) 3 RoOneJ 560 ) BnariB (5) B 8 

005 fiWSIUGB{S0£Abtai4 721 XChanadtU 

U OW4BO Wy IWG MAYHEM ON Mrt A Kng4 7 U NAtaavll 

12 006600 HOBBY BARNES (22) Don EmCDlrtXbB 7 lWtallnMir 13 

13 550065 SHAIWWN (ZQ F tWCCT 5 7 10. FNortnoS 

icnvnmimgN; 7stl0h Tunaaritaiaetshcstaankta 7 sfB8l 
MTIWE 9-2 Jana W ane, S-lKadsyrtPtll-aPandcttw. 61 LsB The 
Ladty. B-ltntWah BaBa. Scaatac, ID-1 Fattar Dm, 120. othare 



Photograph: Peter Jay 


NEWMARKET 

2.05: Lamhouro miner Willie 
Muir has been among the winoeis 
lately and be saddles an interest- 
ing contender here in Prends 
Ca. The market should provide a 
gtmd due Jn this one’s prospects. 
The selection, though, is WILD 
RICE. This five-year-old has been 
pleasing un the gallops and could 
well colled this ptwc (or his 
shrewd stable. Madly Sharp aus 
be feared on ibis hk fasaimiie 
track, but the bandicapper may 
have cut I his one’s measure. 

□ nn 

2_35: RUSSIAN MUSIC ran up a 
fiusiraiing series of placed citorts 
Iasi term but looked a reformed 
character when titled with blink- 
ers in win Iasi lime nui. HLsahil- 
iiy uv lax this trip is unpruv'cn bul 
he has ntce-filness on his side. 
Fhnmn may pnwe belter than 
Ali- Royal of Ihe Cecil pair, while 
Restructure could he another 
threat, despite giving weight. 

OOQ 

JJBc HIDDEN MEADOW ended 
Iasi season by running very well 
to be third in the Horns Hill 
Slakes al Newbury m soft ground 
Tbit [aster surface will be no prob- 
lem Lxluv. however. Thb cub haik 
frum a stable that frequently has 
iLs nmners ready it » win first rime 
out. The assistance of Frankie 
Denari in the saddle is another 

E liis, Geoff Lewis's Epsom yard 
as made a line sun to l he sea- 
son and lop weight may not stop 
Referendum going close. 

□□□ 

3.40: Gay Kellcway has her string 
in line fonu and may complete a 
double lluuugh GALAPINO, still 
well weighted despite being out 
of lhc handicap and a little un- 
lucky when a narrowly beaten 
fourth Inst lime. Two others with 
winning lorn this season, the 
progressive Albaha. and At Lib- 
erty, look ihe dangers. 


RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

aO& L. STREET GENERAL (K Folon) 64 
lav; 3. Gmreireli 5-2; 3. A* 


12-1. 9 m. 2. sM-ta. (H Cecrf. NewniarfcQ. 
Totre £2.70; a 4a tua £2.4a OF: £A.50. 
CSF: £086. Tntr £28.90. 

235: 1. MONAASSIB (DODonotae) 9-4 
tiv: 2. Easy DoBw 61; 3. Syhia Pmdto 
12-1. a ml IV*. IE Dunlop. NewnorhsO. 
TtrtW £2.70; £1.60. £3.16 £1.80. OF: 
£19.00. CSF: £19.95. 

OlO: 1. REUNION (fi HB$I 8-1; 2. Oil Not- 
He 9-4 tav; 3. EfogMt Wareli* 7-2. 1A raw 

1. IVj. U Hills. Lamboum). ToCK £10.60; 
£2-40, £1.50. £2.00. DF; C19J70. CSF; 
£24.05. Trio: £31.40. 

3A& L POIEEN Ifiat Eddoy) 1-3 tac 2. 
ZlMro 100-30; 3. Sugerfoot 20-1. 5 «l 
N k. 5. iLCWiun, Newnartad. TottK £1-30; 
£1.10, £1-20. DF; £U». CSF; £1.40. 

4JS i. SHAWAF (R HBs) 9-4; 2. Knot 
16-1; *. Daremvey 7-4 1». 12 reo- NK. Z 
U Dunlap. Aiundefl. Tots: £3.10; £ 1-56 
£330. £L40. DF: £8026 CSF: I38J.7. Tha: 
£21.46 

4A& 1. SUMKRR QWBN IA QvH) 40-1; 

2. Just Mck ll-l; X Blurt Gobfla 8-1: A 
S teeple— 8-1. 20 iwn. 5-1 fov Stare De- 
lict- Vk. V.-. IS Woods. Neumuffcft). Tale: 
£18630; £33.66 £330. £2 j 06 £L70. DF: 
£26630. CSF: £51436 Tncasc £438136 
Tim £336436 £1.51631 earned foreart 
to N e wm ai tw 3.40 today. 

530: X. lOMtSRSHER MnL (Rat EdOeiyt 

3- 1 fov; 2. Poriat &1; 6 Monitor 6-1. 18 
rea. 5, V- (Mrs J Cod, NOMneritoCi. Tote: 
£436 £1.76 £230. £3 j 06 DF: £20.70. 
CSF: £1936. Trite £41.76 

Jadtpoc Not wan; £10231.44 earned for- 
wart to Newmariua today. 

Ptocepot £35.06 Qaadpot: £13.26 
Ptaca Sc £22.62. PfoM 5: £14.73. 

CHELTENHAM 

2361.PiBDWm.lRDwn«x]yt lAtac 
2. Handy Late 6-1 2 ran. 30. <M Ope, 
wartnemnl. Tote £1-10. Wt Mrtvaic. 
235: 1 STRONG PROMSE IN Mtaamsonl 

4- 5 far. 1 Galas CavaBar 5-1; 3. VMng Ffoft 
•trip 2-1 4 ran. 23, 17. (G Hubbert. Wood- 
bndffl. Tate £1.90. DF; £2.50. CSR 
£4.45. 

330: 1. Sm DANIE ID O’SiAvan) 5-1 GO 
lav; Z SBvar myna &1; 3. Qoed VRna 7-L 
8 ran. 5-1 co tats Fantasy Una (Tel), Friend- 
rtvp |fM). Seobrook Lad {4mi. 14, 3‘A. (R 
Rowe. Stomngton). Trite: £536 £180. 
£L70, £230. DF: £17.10. CSF; £3152. Tn- 
cost: £189.67. Trm £52.96 

430: JL LE MERLE (N YWfiamton) 7-U 

2. God Speed YtM 8-1: 6 Copper MbM 9-1 
ID ran. 81 ca lavs Denver Bay (puBed up). 
Flimsy Truth (puRed up). Royal Vocation. XV*. 

3. IK Burin. Wantage). Totae £536 £140. 
£3.60. £330. DF; £58.70. CSF: £5635. Tn- 
casr £467.74. Trw £283.10. NSfc Big Ben 
Dun. 

435: 1 BOOTS N MJLtB Fenton) 9-2; 2. 
Decyborg 100-30; 6 Key To Moyade 
161. 7 ran. U-4 law Regal Aura (400. 7. 
3. (G Baung. FytekO. Trite; £5.10: £2.50. 
£230. DF; £646 CSF: £1605. 

610: X. CHEF MOUSE <P Carteny) 7-2; 
2. Staffing Feflow 12-1 3. ArmgMt Hair 
3-1 lav. 8 ran. IV.. 17. tF Jordan, Leomro- 
slert. Tote: £3.16 £1.40. £4.30. DF: 
£2430. CSF: £34.83. 

Ptocepot: £133.30. QoMpoC £129.00. 
Place 6: £35152. Ptaca 5: £306.11 

EXETER 

2JD: 1. MAJOR DUNDEE tAP McCoy) 4-5 
ter, 2. Aaaa Solefl 11-16 6 Royal Mere- 
tar 6&1 « ran. 2. dtt <M Pipe). Trite: £1 76 
DF: £110. CSF: £186. 

245:3. SPRING ID IT (A PMcCby) Evens 
lav; 2. Jaafaa CtoalaWi fr 1; X Tnst Dead 
7-4. * ran. 9. 22. IM Pipe). Tote: £1.76 
DF; £5.10. CSF: £7.24. 

330: X. NOtOHERN SWBJOHT (A PMe 
Qjy) 6^ taw 2. KM Crystal UJ; L Saw- 
•0 4-1. 5 ran. 6 'h. IM Pipe). Tote: £1.90; 
OLIO, £1.60. DF: £3.40. CSF: £5.87. NR: 
OutRanung, 

3-50: 1 _ COUNTRY LOVER (A P McCeyl 
l’lO fav; 2. Toonqr Cooper 9-1' 3. CamL 
val Ctawn 33-1 S ren. Vi, 13. |M Pipe). Trite: 
£1-16 £136 £116 DF: £U30. CSF) 
£136. 

435J 1 CtMUBEN HERO IPHrifol 8-1 
2. Hanley Regatta 9- 1; 6 Mr Pteyfed 3-1 
S nut. 2-1 fijv Fund House (-WU. 3. XZ (R 
Alnerf. Tote: £7J50; £186 £2^6 £3.10. 
DF: £3730. CSF: £7036 Ttosc £244^0. 
Tria £32.50. Wt: Toomuch Toosoon. 

5.00: 1. MRS EM 6 Currewa) 94; 6 
Time matter 100-30; 6 Cw inrencft a 
Creek 2- 1 lav. 8 ran. 6 4 . (P Netatoi. Tote: 
£236 £140, £146 £106 OF: £3.76 CSF: 
£8.66 Tncasc £13.76. 

Ptocepot JL13JB0. Quadpot: £3.06 
Ptaca 6: £8.61 Ptaen 5: £4.72. 

■ Ladbrokes have issued an 
opening show on Saturday's 
Newbury Spring Cup Handicap, 
tatfitrekat bat: B-l Haalglqi w. Kuala up- 
is, ll-l tala Surmss, 12-1 Unitac. Co Bnt- 
torea. Sky Dane, 14-1 Yalta. Sandmoor 
Chamtvay. 16-1 ntare. 


V THE EVDEPENDEIVTJ 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

(Jj |4nBB Binl 

NEWMARKET 981 



A 1 . 1 < Ol.RSTS Rf Si ■) ^ 

0891 261 970 


jQiitaiMMwtetLtivpi(.v»atoiaBaAwil 








■ . tor INDEI’ENBKNT - *1 

t^wbSDAY 16 AFWLgL^ 5 1 


sport 


Maggs settling 


into the good life 




JR playej 

new professional Emd- 
J^»scape depends largely on 
his vantage point, and from 
where Kevin Maggs is standing 
life looks pretty good. This 
time last season, Bristol's 


player' s view of rugby's 
new professional mnd- 


Chris Hewett talks to a young Bristol 
centre about the difference the advent 
of professionalism in rugby union has 
made to him over the past few months 



promising young centre earned 
a crust by laying kerb stones - 


a hundredweight each, 600 a day 

- so it does not require the 
imaginative gifts of a JRR 
Tolkien to appreciate the upturn 
in his fortunes. 

Sure, there are 22-year-old 
centres who command a bigger 
seasonal stash than the £30,000 
or so Maggs can expect to rake 
in over the course of a cam- 
paign, and needless to say the 
one-club local boy raised just a 


couple of hundred yards from 
Bristol’s Memorial Ground is a 


Bristol’s Memorial Ground is a 
positive pauper when you place 
him next to Newcastle's much- 
travelled midfielder, Va’aiga 
Tuigamaia. ( Five grand a week 


evitabjy. I fell out with one of 
my direct bosses over the 
amount of tune 1 was taking off 
for rugby - 1 could appreciate 
his point of view because be bad 
to pull in people to fiD in for me 
- and frequently, I would have 

to work all day Sunday to make 
up my time. It was crazy, I'd be 
black and blue from the day be- 
fore, aching all over. My heart 
would sink when 1 saw this 
huge articulated lony dumping 
huge pallets of kerb stones in 
front of my face.” 

By doubling his salary with the 
stroke of a pen on a two-year 


may be small change to Tiger 
Woods or Fabrizk) Ravaneffi but 


Woods or Fabrizio RavaneQi but 
it makes a mighty big splash in 
rugby’s little pond.) 

None of that is of the re- 
motest concern to Maggs, how- 
ever. When you are used to 
spending 12 hours a day in 
some God-forsaken Bristol cul- 
de-sac with nothing but a moun- 
tainous pile of unlaid concrete 
blocks in your field of vision, 
professional rugby throws bade 
the curtains on a very alluring 
vista indeed. 

“Professionalism has trans- 
formed my life,” he says with 
barely a second's thought “Be- 
cause I rarely, if ever, consid- 
ered what full-time rugby might 
be like - my only ambition 
when 1 first broke into the Bris- 
tol Colts XV was to make the 
senior team- the way I live now 
is beyond my wildest dreams. 

“Before the change, I worked 
for a local civil engineering 
firm. They were very good 
about my rugby, as most com- 
uanies seemed to be during the 
amateur days; they gave me the 
time to go on Bristol’s summer 
trip to Atlanta, which was a big 
breakthrough for me, and they 
would let me slip away on a Fri- 
day to prepare for a league 
game the following day. 

“But it became difficult, in- 


‘I rarely considered 
what full-time 
rugby might be 
like. The way I live 
now is beyond my 
wildest dreams’ 


contract - Maggs also has a share 
in a players' commercial fund - 
he has been able to move out of 
the family home in Horfield 
and switch to a place of his own 
across the M32 in St George. 
“It’s not far away but it gives me 
some independence,” be says. 

He keeps in dose contact 
with his local junior dub, the 
formidable Dings Crusaders, 
and can now stand his round at 
the bar with the best of them. 
Boredom sets in now and again, 
but not often. “I play golf - bad- 
ly, I might add - and some 
squash, which keeps my fitness 
topped up. But the sheer vol- 
ume of games means you are ei- 
ther recovering from the last 
one or planning for the next 
There's plenty to keep a First 
Division player interested.” 

Intrig pingty, he agrees that 
his natural strength - Maggs is 
very definitely one of the most 


physical centres in die top flight 
of the Courage League - comes 
from getting his hands dirty in 
the now faraway world of man- 
ual labour. In doing so, he 
stands foursquare in a venera- 
ble rugby tradition that harks 
back to the days when every AD 
Blade forward was a farmer and 
every Welsh prop was whistled 
up from the nearest mineshaft. 

“Looking back, I think the 
hard work I was doing before 
fiifl-time rugby gave me the sort 
of strength you can't realty de- 
velop in a gym, no matter how 
much iron you pump. Actually, 
I go pretty easy on the weights 
and concentrate more on my 
pace and ball skills- Those are 
the areas I need to improve. My 
strength takes care of itself be- 
cause of afl those kerb stones. 

“Had the game not gone 
professional, had we continued 
on the shamateurism road with 
a few bob here, a match fee 
there, a win bonus somewhere 
else, 1 would still be a Bristol 
player. When 1 captained the 
Colts and Under-21 sides, suc- 
cess and recognition were the 
things Td set my sights on. 
Money didn't realty come into 
it at all. It's different now, of 
course, and players have to do 
what is best for them financial- 
ly, as well as in a rugby sense. 
There are no regrets, though. 
It's a wonderful way of earning 
a living.” 

In a sense, this season’s bit- 
ter wrangle between the lead- 
ing clubs and the Rugby 
Football Union was all about 
players like Maggs young, com- 
mitted sportsmen who pnt their 
bodies on the line week in, week 
out, without any hope of gen- 
erating the six-figure incomes 
enjoyed by their distant cousins 
in the international llite. It 
will take time to iron out the in- 
iquities and inequalities of the 
new professional era, but at least 
a start has been made. Kevin 
Maggs, for one, is happy to be 
part of the process. 






wvb ry 



Kevin Maggs takes a time out while playing for Bristol, perhaps to reflect on how much his life has changed 


Photograph: Peter Jay 
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Tbantefoti«s^^k)cforedr&- 
afrties^of modem politics, we 
hear nod to nothir^theserfeys' 
about the redisfributibn . of 
wealth, it is. nof-aphrase !of 
which the mtxfert? ri^bypfcjer . : 
fe toolbnd; 

those at foetbpenefofthe sport; 
where business' isfioomlng. 

fines of the -12-tBem Course 
LeagjeRrsr Divisor), the.hayes- 
andbave-ttotsae sharply cfiwfed.;; 
indeed, foefietdofeontrast can. 
be. narrowed. fUrtfter sffll; de-: 
pendngonhisdub.an England 
Mfgjarcouid earn fwfee fltesafaty 


oftfereeffoseft 

ingnattofmcS 

j. 

teffcx^caD^nai 




pK.SknprtShaw, 

ie^ferpredsi^tbe 

^^^ehofce-arid 
^^b^.una|bte;to 
spesfersateiysmx^ 
e£#arfc^l<gbtsa 
SO,<XX}. Not sqr- 
i^wss-flowon -foe. 


That ta$t 
the Spw^bofts 




feafionate /are^ also 
^caTtsedfbanct^cb- 

&V for jxsKt^tep can 
ty Ibelr- lesser names 
!fo£50 r 00aasea- 


' fsSrwhle dfters sfoerihemseKies 
t fo sleep on £25,000 or less. 

And .the further down the 

. scale ypq drop f thecoWer^8^s. 

' Nbrkoontoacted players at Bris- 
tol a league. One dub, re- 
- member^- are, gtyen retainers 
: wdrth asl^tfe as £ 30 a week 
r‘ and,, asa.resaitt, baip no real 
.sfekelnthebrave new world af 
: prafessk^isr^ They continue 
' to' hokfr dOWh;tti8-time jobs 
and,Mf they Bre any distance 
from theMemprial Ground, ef- 
‘;,fecttyely pay to play. ... 

. Ballpark figures are difficult to 
cefctiJata because every ekib op- 


erates on a different budget. \ 
That is not only true for foe top- 
fli^rt outfits, but also for the ju- 
nior sides on the tower rungs of 
the Courage League ladder; for 
every goal-kicker who pockets 
£10 a point in Durham arid 
Northumberland One, there are 
others in Lancashire South or 
Eastern Counties fi\e who pack* 
et not a penny. 

- This much is certain, though: 
foe influence of money at aR lev- 
els Of foe game wifl only increase. 
It might now be easier to urw- 
vent foe wheel than free rugby 
from the grip of foe folding stuff. 
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Versatility should be hallmark of England’s squad London Welsh’s cash lifeline 


Mark Mapletofi and Paul Samp- 
son are Ukdy to add to Eng- 
land's armoury of versatility 
when the squad is announced 
tomorrow for the two-Test tour 
of Argentina next month. 

Gloucester’s Mapletoft. lead- 
ing the country’s scorers with 
450 domestic points, can oper- 
ate at stand-off or full-back. 
Sampson, the Whsps sprinter, is 
a wing or full-back. Add Mike 
Catu whose ability to appear in 
three positions has been mys- 
teriously ignored by the South 
Africa-bound Lions, and Eng- 
land have the necessary options 
for a physically demanding tour. 


even though there are only six 
games. 

Sampson could spearhead a 
small representation from Eng- 
land’s under-21 generation, as 
the national selectors try to 
continue the process of filtering 
in younger players, after bring- 
ing in 11 new caps this season. 

They can afford to experi- 
ment in the backs, because 
most of the Five Nations play- 
ers outside the scrum are un- 
wanted by the Lions and will 
therefore provide the experi- 
ence in Argentina. 

Phil de Glanville will be sur- 
rounded by a host of familiar 


feces, including the wings Jon 
Sleightholme and Adedayo 
Adebayo, plus Catt and the 
scrum-half Andy GomaisalL 
There might be another dub 
colleague, too, if the selectors 
have as high an opinion of 
Matt Perry as Bath do. 

Tom Beim. of Sale, is a wing 
candidate, along with the A- 
team regular Dan Luger, while 
Richmond’s Jim Fallon could 
belatedly gain a lest cap. after 
being in sight of honours before 
he crossed ewer to rugby league. 

Kyran Bracken will be the 
second scrum-half and in the 
pack it will be a policy of mix- 


ing the capped players with 
the best of the A team. The 
props should be Kevin Yates, 
John Mallett, Darren Garforth 
and Rob Hardwick. The top- 
choice hookers are Richard 
CockeriH and Phil Greening. 

At lock, Garaih Archer and 
Dave Sims might be backed tty 
John Fowler and Dave Baldwin 
- the pair who have provided a 
significant foundation for Sale's 
success. 

In the back row, Ben Clarke 
and Chris Sheasby’s experience 
will blend with Martin Cony, 
Tony Diprose and possibly 
Steve Ojomoh, with the Karie- 


Davison also having a chance. 

With 18 Englishmen on the 
Lions tour, some players who 
were way down the poking or- 
der at tbe start of this season will 
come back home with a couple 
of caps. 

They might be getting their 
chance through foe back door, 
but against the Pumas on their 
own pampas, they will earn the 
red velvet headgear. 

WD1 Carling took a similar 
mix of old hands and newcom- 
ers to Argentina in 1990 and 
could only draw a harder than 
expected series 1-1. 


John Taylor, the former Whies 
and Lions flanker, is spear- 
heading a consortium offering 
a £500,000 lifeline to London 
Welsh, foe struggling Third Di- 
vision side. The proposals of Tay- 
lor’s group will be put to 
members with the intention 
that Welsh, the supreme dub in 
England in the 1970s, regain 
their glory days. 

A dub statement yesterday 
said: “The directors of London 
Welsh agreed that an offertore- 
structore and refinance the dub 
should be put to members. A 
consortium of supporters has 
raised £500,000 as toe first step 


in an initiative aimed at re-es- 
tablishing Welsh as one of 
Britain’s top dubs.” 

Phil de Glanville is out of 
Bath’s team to face Orreil on 
Saturday. The England captain 
has a badty bruised toe and is re- 
placed by Matt Perry, who 
played at full-back against 
Leicester last Saturday. 

The former Scottish interna- 
tional flanker Eric PeteTS returns 
after two months out with a se- 
rious hand injury which re- 
quired an operation. He 
replaces Nathan Thomas, who 
fell victim to a dead leg on Sat- 
urday. The former England 


back row international Sieve 
Ojomoh is at No S. ns the US 
Eagles captain Dan Lyle is rest- 
ing a groin injury. 

Leicester's dwindling hopes oL . 
catching Wisps have been utjr? 
dermined by injuries iu a dozen 
players as t hey prepare to face 
London Irish tonight. 

Tigers, five points behind 
leaders Wisps, will he without 
the captains who have shared 
the duty this winter. Dean 
Richards and Marlin Johnson- 
Richards is one of ti\ e back-row 
players unlit, the others being 
John Wells. Will Johnson, Erie 
Miller and Neil Back. 
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Ballsbridge 
loses out as 
Games venue 


Rowsell seeks a return to the flair days 


Equestrianism 


The magnificent Dublin show- 
ground in Ballsbridge will no 
longer hast any part of next 
year's Nissan World Equestrian 
Games. The whole event, which 
covers six equestrian disciplines, 
win now be held at Punche&own 
Racecourse in County Kildare, 
writes Genevieve Morphy. 

“Due to the development of 
a hotel on the site there is a sig- 
nificant reduction in the space 
available to accommodate our 
plans for the venue," James 
Osborne, the chairman of WEG 
Ireland, said yesterday. 

It has been rumoured that 
WEG and the Royal Dublin So- 
ciety. which owns the Balls- 
bridge showground, were 
unable to agree terms for hold- 
ing the showjumping, dressage 
and vaulting competitions 
there. These disdplmes now join 
three-day eventing, carriage 

driving and endurance riding at 
the County Kildare venue, 
where a £7ra development to 
upgrade the facilities and build 
a National Equestrian Centre is 
about to begin. 

Osborne acknowledged that 
foe decision “represents a sig- 
nificant departure from the 
original plans". The Intema- 


Contenders for the senior 
British three-day event team 
should now know that Giles 
Rowsell, the new chairman of 
the selection committee, be- 
lieves in a bold approach to 
cross-country riding. He will not 
be advocating the safety-first 
polity that was in evidence dur- 
ing last year's Olympic Games, 
where Britain finished a disap- 
pointing fifth. 

Rowsell is anxious to avoid 
apportioning blame for any 
past mistakes. “It maybe that 
there hasn't always been suffi- 
cient planning as to who did 
wbat," he said. “My aim is (o 
make sure dial everyone knows 
what's expected." 

What was expected by tbe se- 
lectors in Atlanta seems to lave 
been misinterpreted during the 
Games, when the reins were 
banded over to the chefd'eqidpe 
and trainer. Bridget Parker, 
then chairman of (he selectors 
and now on Rowseli’s commit- 
tee; has come up with an idea 
that will avoid that problem. 


Genevieve Murphy reports on the man who intends to spur 
an adventurous spirit in Britain’s three-day event team 


At Parker’s suggestion (firm- 
ly endorsed by the other selec- 
tor, Angela Tucker) Rowsell will 
keep bold of the reins at this 
year's European Open Cham- 
pionships at Burghley by filling 
the role dtdiefd 'iquipe himself. 

“That’s the trouble with hay- 
ing two ladies on the commit- 
tee. they gang up on you," 
Rowsell said with a chuckle. 
“Now it means that my neck is 
going to be on the block twee.” 
It also means that he can give 
an unequivocal message to foe 
British riders before they set out 
on their cross-country journey 
at Burghley. 

Even though they bold the 

world and European team titles, 
few British riders of the 1990s 
have shown the sort of flair at 
cross-country that was once 
epitomised by Lucinda Green. 

Nowadays it is the New 
Zealanders and Australians 


who remind us of Green in her 
heyday. Under the plans being 
laid by Rowsell down on his 
arable farm in Hampshire, we 
could see a welcome return of 
tbe old British style. 

Rowsell is already well- 
known as tbe director of the 
Windsor TTiree-Day Event (this 
year's fixture will be his 10th at 
the helm) and for tbe 10 years 
he spent as chef d'iquipe to foe 
Young Riders’ European 
Championship teams. His tal- 
ly of team medals during that 
decade amounted to four gold, 
two silver and two bronze. 

Some of today’s senior riders 
(notably William Fox-Pitt, 
Kristina Gifford and Pippa Rrn- 
nell) are already familiar with 
Rowsell 's relaxed style of lead- 
ership, having been briefed by 
him on young rider teams. 
These three were among the 31 
riders on the Winter Haining 


list, who have met up with 
Rowsell and his two fellow se- 


Rowsefl and his two fellow se- 
lectors at one of tbe three train- 
ing courses held last month. 

Parker, an Olympic gold 
medallist in 1972 and chair- 
man of tbe selectors from 1993 
to 1996, is also well-known to 
. most of them. Former chairmen 
do not usually carry on as se- 
lectors, fed Rowsell believed that 
some measure of continuity was 

vital “I was also aware that Brid- 

-ggt has a huge amount of knowl- 
edge at her fingertips and that 
she is well respected by the rid- 
ers. It would have been daft to 
throw those assets out,” he said. 

Tucker, another able and 
knowledgeable woman, w£D be 
one of tbe three members of the 
Ground Jury at Badminton 
from 8 to 11 May. They will of- 
ficiate at the horse inspections 
and judge foe dressage. 
“Having Angela on the jury 


is a big advantage to us, because 
it means that Bridget and I 
won’t have to watch all foe dres- 
sage,” Rowsell said with a smile. 

A shortlist for the European 
Open Championships, to be 
held from 11 to 14 September, 
will be announced immediafe- 
ty afier Badminton. The list will 
be longer than usual since 
Britain, as host nation, is able 
to field a total of 12 riders- the 
usual squad of six from Much 
the team is chosen, plus six. to 
compete as indrviduaJs. 

Rowsell wiD be “very disap- 
pointed” if the second six does 
not include some young hors- 
es and some of the less experi- 
enced riders. “This will be a 
golden opportunity for them to 
gain experience," he said. 

With his term of office las ting 
for four years, Rowsell is think- 
ing ahead to nest year’s World 
Equestrian Games and the 2000 
Sydney Olympics. Some of the 
yormgerriders could be among 
those whom he will urge to go 
for gold in Sydney. 
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Rowsel1 ’ Bold ®PP«>ach Photograph: Robert Hallam 


tional Equestrian Federation 
confirmed its support for the 
Games in Ireland, but clearly 
has no option at this late stage. 

There is bound to be some 
disquiet at the move away from 
Ballsbridge. which has been a 
wonderful showcase for eques- 
trian sport for more than a cen- 
tury. There will, however, be 
logistical and financial advan- 
tages to running all the com- 
petitions at one venue. 


Football 

730 unless stated 
COCA-COLA CUP FWAL RBPUCr 

LalcMtar v MddMtmutfi (Z48) 

(at Sheffield Vfedmity FC) 
nCARLMG PAEMEKSMP 

Emrton v Liverpool (745) 

Newcarta v Chalaaa (745) — 

Wtatfadonv Loads (MS) 

lUnONWBg FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
RRSTMVttOH 

MamChy vCrtMty __ 

SECOND DIVtSKM 

GUflgh&n v Stockport (7.45) 

GM WUXHALL CONFERENCE 

CateiheH v st ero nitf a (TAB) 

Moreeambs v HaSfox (Z45) 

Sootbport v ttWdng (7.45) 

FA YOUTH CUP SanFFM Second te£ 
Leeds v Luton. 

IMBOID LEAGUE Prondor Dtvbiocs Ac- 
ortngton Stanley v Spwmytnoor. Ffcat DM, 
■tae BiaOM W V StostaWfeK Drayfeden 
vFtoson. 

DR MAKIENS LEAGUE HMaal DMdoK 
lfc«3ton Town i Btean Town: PBgK 


v Erwtam Utri, Soottwm DfvWon: Ffere- 
nam lawn v COrfoni: a Leonards v TbnM&s 
Angefe. 

WWSTONLCAD KENT LEAGUE Ffot Mvi- 
sion; Sheppey United v WooMcto Town. 
ULSPOftt UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Ifrot DfvWon; Bfcmonn v Buanxfto Olnoy 
vBurun PWL 

1MJET SUSSEX OOUNTY LEAGUE FkstH- 
vWok Hassocks v Portfiekt Mils Oak v 
Seteey; Whrtahawk v Ftoscsnawn & 
Tgjsccrrte. 

SCREWFDC DUBCT LEAGUE PrOroiw D»- 
vM« Tiverton Town v Tinmn Ram. 
HORIWHN COUNTIES EASrnretDMdon: 
Worstrougn Bridge v Louth Unted. 
C»o M second kg Eccferftil Uti » Gar- 
forth Town. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Ftood- 
■t Unphy SeraMinal second lo£ Ptewth 
v Boons. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE FYeOlier Di- 
vfwm: SttMBnsitcK Tbwi v Great temwOt 
Tow; Wisbech town * Satan Tbwi Rwgn 
LEAGUE OFW1ES: Ohm Vale y Uansntf. 
teU ; Kbt can^-t&l y BBny torwi : Tbn Per- 
tre v atton Feny 

WHARP tAGBtNattoalUaa»Prenfcf 
DMNn Wanderers vBcnentans. 


POffTWS LEAGUE Prettier WviafcreSSfTTV- 
mghan viiennwe (7JS);NotWiFftwtv 
Oldham (7 JJ). FM DMaion: Btackpool v 
Watartiampton (7.0); POrtVale vSh af fed 

(7.0) : West BromvHuddEisflaW (7.0). Sec- 
ond Divirion: Barnsley vMxh (7.0): Carlisle 
v VMwn (7.0); Shr eubu ry v Hut 
IMrd DMaion: RochdaJa v Datn^un (7 j 0): 
Sonhnpe v Scartorougfi (7Dn Mt^n v 
Chaster (7.0i; ChassarMdv Uncoln (7.0). 
WONMSURMKECOMMAtlONFintOi- 
vktae Brtsttl Ov v Wvnriodon (Ctetdon): 
Brtstd Hwws V Bournemouth 0WB "ftwi); 
Canxrr v Ananal 12.0): Owfton v MSual 

(2.0) ; Qystai Palace v MfHsfd O-ffl (P)qu?l 
L ana); Swansea v SouthampW (2.0). 


Ruf^iy Union 

(t3Q untaas stated! ’ 

Hg HE SHim nWE MATCH? Pie Amy vWF 

qjoi. 

COURAGE CLUBS CHAWQNSMP Natm- 
ri Uatua Oao* London rish v leieamr. Na- 
tional Loom fm: BlacWwsth v NwcasOe 

(TASL 

WBSH NATIONAL LEAGUE R*t D Wri a nt 
UaneG v Bridgend (7.0); Dwiriy v Saaraaa 


Basketball - 

BUPWBSaj LBtBUEai er 

■ecoedrie Bwnwfoa niv 


Cricket 

OTHER MAXCHgte H e adw a y ( Bu t day ot 
low. elso}: TManW vlantarite. Fteoaca 
<seeanddvW«ne,lljO);CaniMdgalrt- 
v«9ty V Owtiysttra. Tha Ms f»coad dap 
three, 13JX: Orfort Unharity v Durtiom. 


S p aad wa y 

ffJUom || *B e ra ra n 

SDWCW! Nn^StinnvPBtodioreutfi [7451. 
Antov Ipwoeh. 

pnaemrjwurKiiiAfc obitiii mvNaw- 
carta; Long Eaton v Ettttr (74$). 


Rugby League 

(7.30 unris stand 

msr DIVISION: Koridey vtHdnas. 

SECOND Dmsmfc Branleyv Doncaster. 


Other sports 

noa N B. Onsan onwow n Dartgnun y tide : P 
UmKhddBrtvSteMnaiSAKGJacotBvap. 
pweBtidlNaian(pdW«fcHdL Os * iM l & e w L 
mLETWBS:0 u i i iii mw e u) tti<Jw nAj iaWO- . 
(OB m*>- 


BS CfUng Pr oa ri a r Hlp 

1 Aram v Bbcttun - 

2 Ctebes v LatcesBr ■ v 

3 Nawcasa g » Doty - j 

* iionm Forest v [«eds - jc 

S Shafted Wad vWhrifadon a. 

G Wat Hast v Gorton i 

Also plgyng (M on coBMaa): Aston VHa 
V TCdtanhaiU Lterpori v Manchester United 
ill, 15). MUrisatuoue) v Sunoarland 
Seuthamoewv Coventry. 

NsUomrfdo Uagn 
FMDIvMm 

7 Bodtod v ... ^ 

8 Charftor v Porffimoutfi 

9 Qynri Palace v Bwnslay 

10 Grinsty v Beaeteg _ , 

IX Itektendrid v Wait Bram 

12 Man City vQPR « 

13 Oldham v Briton * 

14 0adordv5trindon_ j 

15 Tranmere v SieflMd Unwu * 

ISyiteteaySMUa wd - "j. 




mGfflntfomy Backport , 

MUilonvShrewbiay j 

21 Bymouth V Wataao 

23 Wterhamv watted 7 

S ii 52 on siyBoumefnoum';::;"";::;; - *ri 

24 York v ftiatrt Ctty “ , 

sSasaHiK 

pWBMilon 

25 BanwivCateff ^ 

26 Cjmtwge v Brtfun f 

n niMM,- o — . — . - — 1 


27 Chester vScartwtuai — 7 

2S 1 


FMnc tparich v Nonvich. Havatf 
smaysStokavPcnVrie. 


Second DMatori 

17 Bumlsyv Rdheihem * 

UfoeatamaldvMhHii ‘ > 


aom^vHarti^Si;^ -■■■: 

aa Dooma v Fuisiti } 

90 Kecefefd v Torquay „ •■■■z 

« }*il * leytcn Orient "1.. f 

gbncrtnvscunmoipe 'f 

33 rtonhampronv Exeter , 

3* Swansea vMroaejo * 

JwjwDhrtsloa 

» !^ aTgvnw,, wmhne , 


W JWnoar w t 

37 M«he«w V OundM United ZIZZ* 


Tlajiog toi% CaBlc 


v «wtJ8en. 


nrstDMaaos 

38 Qvddai* « Frihav. 3 

39 Dundee v « Mbren * Z 

40 Mooon v A»dn» ’ 7 

41 3* tahnswne vtflstr.K* t 

<2 Sodmg Afttfn « ParticK - 

Second DMsloa 

M 

44 Ojiob w Ayr ' I 

45 UwhfSston v Dumbarton j 

4« Skww»tu « v Quew et rv siuti, 1 

47 Sbariaer v Btoocn ^ 

iNrtl DMsloa 

48 CowBcnoeath ii Aaoa ^ 

♦seoKSsmmgvhwtmrea „ 

St 


c 


c 


:v *M 


^>1 


u* I 
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Dalziel is 
linked to 
Raith job 


football 

1 Gordon DalzieL the Ayr Unit- 
ed manager, remained guarded 
■ as his name was linked with the 
vacancy at Raith Rovers yes- 
terday after their manager, Iain 
:Munro, was dismissed on 
' Monday following a season of 
turmoil at Stark’s Park. 

Munro was Raith’s fourth 
manager in 14 months and Aler 
Penman, the chairman, has pm 


season until a successor can be 

found. 

* Dalziel, a former goalsooruig 
| hero with the Fife club, emerged 
■$s an obvious candidate after 
• leading Ayr to the brink of the 
■Second Division title this season. 
Dalziel moved to Somerset I^r£ 
in August 1995. However, the 
former Rangers striker, 35, said 
•yesterday flat the first person he 
Would speak to if made an of- 
■fer by Raith would be his chair- 
man at Ayr, Bill Barr. 

“If Raith Rovers came in for 
me then the first thing I would 
do is talk to my chairman,” 
Dalziel told Radio Clyde lis- 
teners. “He is the first person 1 
would go to on something like 
that and he is the same with me. 
I am very honest with Him and 
he’s honest with me and we’ll 
see what happens if it arises.” 

, Alex Smith, the former Ab- 
| erdeen. St Mirren and Clyde 
manager, could also be in the 
running. Smith guided St Mir- 
ren and Aberdeen to Scottish 
Cup triumphs and has vast ex- 
perience. He has been out of 
work since parting company 
with Clyde early this season and 
would be prepared to join Raith 
under certain conditions with 
Penman’s record of four man- 
agers in 14 months hardly at- 
tractive to candidates. 

Peter Donald, the Scottish 
League secretary, yesterday de- 
clined to rule out an extension 
to the season for Rangers. Two 
draws in the lennents Scottish 


Nurse fires a 
broadside at 
the Bullets 


Nick Nurse, the Birmingham 
Bullets coach, admits bis side 
needs to show a vast improve- 
ment in performance and atti- 
tude if they are to win a place 
at Wembley for the Budweiser 
|League's last-four showdown. 

Nurse was angered by his 
team’s display in the first of their 
besl-of-Lhree series against 
Chester Jets in the quarter-fi- 
nals of the championship play- 
pffc. Jets won that game 86-78 
kid Bullets must new win at the 
National Indoor Arena tonight 
lo take the tie into a deciding 
natch there on Friday. 

■ “Right from the start Chester 
puminated all the hustle areas 
nnd it's too had that a team 
hat’s defending a champi- 
onship can’t come out and play 
better than that, " Nurse said. 

“Either it was just an off night, 
or else we’ve decided to cash it 
in for this year The players just , 
sem to he’ footing for an excuse ! 
in lose: the referees, me, each 
other, they find something to 
Name it on. But we still have a 
chance to redeem oursch'es.” 

Chester coach Mike Burton 
is certainly not thinking of 
Wembley just yet and knows 
Nurse is a shrewd operator 
irtnen it comes to firing up his 
men. “Nick's using his craft as 
a coach that's all. ~ Burton said. 


Dundee United have given 
League officials an end-of-sea- 
son headache. 

Rangers could be asked to 
play three games in six days in 
the final week of the season un- 
less there is a decision to allow 

their outstanding fixture away 

■ to Dundee United to be played 

■ after Saturday, 10 May. 

No extension would infuriate 
tiie Ibrax dub who have played 

* just three fixtures in six weeks af- 
ter facing Kilmarnock on 22 

■ March, EHmfermline on 5 April 
and Raith Rovers last night for 
various reasons including Scot- 
land's World Cup progr amme 

Yesterday the Scottish 

• League were in discussion with 
.-the chibs over the laanadice fix- 
ture, which was due next 
Wednesday, 23 April, but is" now 

' on hold with United facing KD- 
maroockin the semi-final replay 
the previous night. 

Rangers play Motherwell at 
Ibrox on Monday, 5 May. in a 
match switchedfrecaiise of live 
coverage by Sty television. They 
are due at Hearts on Saturday, 
10 May, with the Edinburgh 
club, who wanted that game to 
be at Muirayfield, already hav- 
ing been told they cannot move 
it from that date. 

So Rangers could have to go 
to Tfanw ifae on Wednesday, 7 
May, or Thursday, 8 May, to play 
three games in six days with, pos- 
sibly, their ninth successive 

championsh ip still in the halanre 

Celtic are faced with the 
prospect of playing three home 
fixtures in the last week of the 
season against Hibernian, on 
Sunday, 4 May. Dundee Unit- 
ed the following Saturday, with 
Kilmarnock sandwiched in be- 
tween. 

United are to lay on free bus 
transport for their Cup semi- 
final replay back at Easter Road 
on Tuesday. Sky, who televised 
the first meeting, will not be 
showing the match, opting for 
the Middlesbrough v Chester- 
field FA Cup semi-final replay. 



SPORTING DIGEST 


Richardson taps rich seam 


Itonnis 

Andrew Richardson’s rich vein 
of form continued yesterday 
with a three-set victory over 
Ibmas Nydahl in the fust round 
of the Japan Open in Tbkyo. 
The 23-year-old left-hander 
from Lincolnshire, who was 
forced to win two qualifying 
matches to enter the main draw, 
beat the Swede, 6-3, 2-6, 6-4. 

Richardson reached his high- 
est world ranking of 262 yes- 
terday, but could now go mto 
the top 250. following his suc- 
cess on the clay of the Ariake 
Tennis Forest Park. 

Boris Becker, the second 
seed playing his first singles 
match for two months follow- 
ing a wrist injury, shrugged off 


his unexpected doubles defeat 
on Monday to beat the Cana- 
dian Sebastien Lareau, 
although he was forced into a 
tense three-setter before win- 
ning 6-2. 4-6, 6-2 to reach the 
third round. 

The Spaniard Carlos Moya 
and Maroelo Rios, of Chile, 
ranked No 8 and No 9 respec- 
tively in tile world, are among 
the early entries for the Not- 
tingham Open, the pre-Wim- 
bledon grass-court tournament, 
from 16 to 21 June. 

Also in the 32-strong field will 
be the Dutch holder of the ti- 
tle. Jan Siemerink, who beat 
Inn Henman and Greg Rused- 
ski on his way to the final last 
year. Rusedski has already con- 
firmed his entry for this year. 


McRae slips back to fourth 


RaByfng 

Colin McRae slipped back to 
fourth place at the end of the 
second day of the Catalunya 
Rally yesterday, but the Scots- 
man’s Subaru team-mate, Piero 
Uatti, was sharing the lead with 
the defending world champion. 
Tfrmmi Makinen, in his Mit- 
subishi, setting up an intriguing 
third and final leg today. 

McRae, the overnight leader, 
held on to his position after a 
further three stages yesterday 
rooming. But his hopes of a third 
consecutive victory in Spam 
were dampened when he bad to 


stop to change a wheel after a 
puncture on Special Stage 11. 

“Even though we were near- 
ing the end of the stage, it would 
have been silly to try to get to 
the end. especially as the next 
stage was another long one,” 
McRae said. 

The seven stages yesterday 
saw a continuation of the first 
day’s tense drama, with only 
three seconds separating Lial- 
ti. McRae and Makinen at one 
point. The day ended with the 
top two on exactly the same 
time, with Gilles’Panizzi in 
third place, 2min 30sec behind, 
and McRae 3d2 off the pace. 


I Athletics 

i Frankie Frederic)® wtf attempt to beat 
the 150 metres work! record at the 
Vifefcft Games In Caitiff on 31 May. Cot- 

| in Jackson, the Games organiser, was 
detuned he had been able to persuade 
the Namibian sprinter, four times an 
Olympic silver medallist and a former 
world champion, to take part: *tt is $>- 
ing to be a tremendous meeting and 
atthoutfi we are not yet sure exactly who 
he win be up against I know that Ian 
MacWe will be one of his opponents' 
Jackson said. LirrfonJ Christie will also 
rut as well as Tony Jarrett and Cardiff's 
Jamie Baulch, who is set to run the 
400m. 

Baseball 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Hounon 4 St Lous 2 [id 
Mngtf; ootorado 10 Montreal B; San Frarv 
dsco 3 NY Mas 2; Manta 15 CmcJnreti 5. 
AMBBGAN LEAGUE Boson 10 Oakland 1: 
Seans 6 Cleveland t Mdwautee 7 Detwn 
0; Batiimore4 Mmesota 2: Anaheim 5 New 
*rtxV Ysftes 1; Kansas Cty 3 Tcrcnto 2; Teen 
3 Chicago Ww So* 3, 


First-class Matches 

i fftrsJ osy ol rtvee) 

, Cambridge Lhtfv v Derbyshire 

FENNSrS: Party*** wttli ota# Brtt4miin0t 
•Achats stanSnS are 80 now baNnd Cart- 
brtdga Un he reWy . Today: 1130. 

Cai iaHE iMM BA r awn toss 
CAMBHKKE UNNBtSnY - flnt taflMi 

J Rajtedge c Hartur* t> DeFreoas 12 

E T Smith c Knften b Dtfrwas .... -35 

*A Sraft &» b Deftortas — 9 

WJ House jwrfiHsyhure: 8 

R O Jonas c Adams b Cbric —..Iff 

QHtthescAOMnsbC&rta 4 

M w Dawsai run out 23 

PS Jones lb* b carta 0 

tO R H Cnuncn Kb? 0 Dean 2B 

J W 0 Reeth nor cut 7 

E J How b Malcolm 0 

Extras (Ib2 nb2) 4 

Total (604 ooonl. —195 

Felt 125 2-39 3-70 4-132 5- 13« 6-136 7-136 
8-183 9-102. 

Baa dnrtMaicokn 14.4-1 59- liDefioaas 17-3- 
53-3; Dean 9-2-22- 1; HMud 4-1-12-1: CUe 
l&447-a 

DSaVSMRE - Hre» tra*«s 

-o M Jonas C A Jones b Freed 50 

AS totals not out .38 

CJ Adairs not out 

Extras toll 103.' 14 

Total (tor a. 32 ovsrs) 115 

Fata 1-102. 

To tree M J vandrau. A N fe^oaoL v p Qbrtfl. 
»K M hrmxen. P A J Dtfrenas. G m Roberts. K I 
Dean. 0 E MaKOfcn. 

BsaOrtftbB data): P Jones 12-2-29-0; Hon 5- 
0-27-0: Damon 9-0-164% Frown 6-1-29-1. 
UarpireocR Julian one MR Benson. 


wimnotiaxom 


Basketball 

NBA: Charlotte 94 Cleveland 82: Aimesoa 
85 Mian 87; Orlando 100 Don* 


103 DerMT 93: Sacramano 120 San Anto- 
nia 106 . 

Booting 

Michael Ayere, the British fightweigrt 
champion, has been ^en a reveed date 
of 31 May and the new venue of 
Stuttgart for he Wtorid Boxing Organi- 
sation title challenge against Artur 
Grigorian. The German-based Russian 
holder. Grigirtan. was forced to pull out 
of the orignal 26 Aprfl fight in Hambwg 
after injuring a shoulder in training. 

Football 

FU/a announced jestaday that because 
of the cW war ir Zaire the country’s next 
home Wtartd Cup quarter a^Jnst Soidh 
Africa would be ptsryed In Tbgo. The Africa 
Group Three match Is scheduled for 
Lome on 27 April. 


Oxford UdvvDuritan 

TH£ PARKS: Oxford Unfcreretty.wttb fotnfim- 
(fxdnes wickets stancOnc. ora 317 runs behtad 
DurtiSm. Today; 1L3S. 

Ouhamuon&ss 
DURHAM - First Innings 

J J 8 Lems not out — .210 

P D CobnpNDbd b Pma .107 

J E Monte ton b Pbb* 6 

N j Speak not M4 13 

Extras (IM. nbifij If 

Total Her 2 doc. 71 wars) 363 

Fab 1-290 2-322. 

DM not bah *D C Boon. tM P Sae^t. U M Bees. 

J Boons, o M Cox. N Ktaen, S J E Brown. 

PSW 24-2-124-2: Auer* 14-1-590. 
MetJier 23-2-103-0; 8-0-52-0: HuOSDO 2- 

0-15-0. 

OXFORD OMVB«IY - Hr*t tarda* 

R D Hudson c SwsjJtt & Brown ,.J3 

J E Haynes c Soafft b Bens 0 

C G R (J03&XX c Coan&iccO o Bens 0 

B W Byrne 0 Bets 3 

J J &jic Boon b Bens 9 

JAG Fiiton nor out ..11 

*N E F Lautfnen mr b Ween 5 

C Pots not out - -1 

Extrse <b4 ib3) 7 

Total {tor 6. 17 nnj 36 

Fol: 1-0 2-0 3-1 4- U) 5-21 6-35. ; 

TsbablAPScm, JMMtoer&,DPMaS«r. - 
tlnirdns (to data): Btwi 8-2-13-1; Bras 7-1- 
15-4; Nflexn 1-O-l-U Bo*ng 1-1-00. 

Uaifnc J H Hens end N A Atadender. 

Starting totfay 

OTHER MATCH 
fHririteyoJ tourn.30) 

HBBflndry- Voiksnaa v Lanoasnes. 


MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: TamMa Scat- 
tUi Cup Saad4M: Ktaamocfc 0 Dundee Ud 

0 r/eptey Tuesday 22 Apnt at E4eter ftoadr 
HattetwAda Foothag Ua gi a Sqcond DW- 
Hotr StocfooR 1 watfcxd 0. CM iteixhaDCan- 
(MBoe: Nddemmter 1 WolongO; Stecnage 
3 Famborouffi L Ids laRgnw Premtar DM- 
akSE Cershefton 2 St Ate ns 0. Postponed: 
Daeenham v Chertsey. UnBoad L«n 0 aa Pra- 
rcimr pMdoa: Emfey 2 Lee fc Town 3. Dr 
Mn tt a t relnaere Pro ws or PWdoncChdntt- 
ford 1 NeorwrAFCLUnAetSussaxCotm- 

Ffcst DMdon: Salldean O ftxi^ner 
Pootfes LM 0 M Premier OMsion: Derfiy 
5 Stofce ft Logos lAd 2 Sheffield Wednesday 
0: Manchester lia 4 Uierpod 0 . Hnt DM- 
oterc iwceaer 0 Sunderbnd 2; Preston 2 Mx& 
County 0. Thfcd DMstoc MMsalt 3 Bury 0 
LaegM sonS-Bnot Yo*2 Bunley 1 Ann 
In sura n ce Combination Ftret DMalnnr lu- 
lon 0 Swansea 0; Swndon 3 Queen's Park 
Rangers 1. Leww Cup: Ponsnxrotti 1 
Bournemouth 2. Spanish League: Espanyol 

2 (Tanudo AT. Unfin 61V Owedo O. WeM 
Cup Aslan Group THreo (Manama): Baton 

1 (Al-Oosan 291 Jordan 0. World Cup Coa- 
caeaf Baal round (Mexico City): Mesco 6 
(Golmdo pew 10, Hermoalo 17. 39. 46. Del 
Okno 51. Hemandet B5l Jamaca 0 . Load- 
ing pesWonK 1 Manco |P3. Pb TV; 2 USA 
13-4): 3 Costa Rx» 12-4) |7«» Dree woMy 
tar finals). Major Inngna Soccaf: Columbus 
Crew 2 Dallas EUm 1 . 

Golf 

RYDER CUP SIANDMGSc Udtad States: 1 7 
WXMS SOaoOOptK 2 T liftman 796290: 3 M 
O'Meara 793.750; 4 P Urdefcon 651.790; 5 D 
tone 580-000; 6 S tones. 579280: 7 S Hxh 
574280: 8 U Brooks 549.750: » T lifts 
549 JBO. 10 P SontoasAi 473.48ft 11 B Far- 
on 467300, 12 F Coisaes 3981W. J3DDu- 
wi 390.000: 14h Bwty 371_35ft 15 M Bradler 
357.500- CuropK 1 C Mtrattxnete iGBi 
341S47/49PS: 2 M A Man m iSpi 269335.19; 

3 C Rocxa ho 2636S9R7; 4 7 Bom men) 
238057.40: 5 D Cbrte <BBi 301379.42; 6 P- 
U Johansson (S«ret 19Q0022 7 iWbppwT. iGSi 
18102678; 8 P BHPdwat lG 8 l 17601923: 9 
J Van De Velde (Fn 17126426; 10 LWtehwod 
iGBi 1S0GG237: UPMOdwt IGSi 158970.1T. 
12 S Imance KXD 1SB075J7: 138 Later iGer> 
13130633: 14 RQwprrwi 1GB1 12160135: 15 
P Hsmn^on urn 12160023. 

Hockey 

Cannodfs pseftest fotenreigthdr HA C»to 
quarter-final defeat by Teddmgron, 
when 30 minutes of exba tune was 
played rather than the resisted 15, has 
been refected by the HA Competitions 
Committee. 

Olympic Games 

The BnBsh Otyn^ac Asscciahon yesterday 
named Simon Clegg as their new gen- 
eral secretary to replace Dick Palmer, 
who stepped down in December after 
20 years m the post 


sport 

Jacobs set for 
a real cracker 


Boxing 


Gan- Jacobs is enjoying the 
feel-good factor in his new di- 
vision and intends to make 
Kiev's Viktor Fessetchko aware 
of it at York Hall. Bcihn.il 
Green, tonight. Rrsselchko will 
he the second opponent at 
light-middleweight for Jacobs, 
who recorded an impressive 
first -round viettny over Birm- 
ingham's Jiinm>' Vincent at the 
Lewisham Theatre last month, 
and indicated he still has some- 
thing to offer after a career of 
5*1 bouts and 15 title lights. 

Jacobs, who is managed by 
Frank Maloney, .said: ”1 firmly 
believe there is another Gary Ja- 
cobs chapter to unfold at light- 
middleweight. I recently found 
that making welterweight 
( 10st71bl was becoming an en- 
ergy-sapping grind and left me 
like a shell. It was hell. I've raade 
difficult sometimes selfish sac- 
rifices to further mv boxing e;i- 
rver and 1 beh'eve Tm entitled 
to another crack at the big one. 

“1 will not let my aspirations 
slip. That is why I’m targeting 
Terry Norris for his WBC 
[World Boxing Council] title, or 
the WBA [World Boxing As- 
sociation] and WBO j World 
Boxing Organisation] titles of 
Laurent Bnudnuani or Ronald 
Wright. Haring knocked on the 


door against {Fcmell] Whitak- 
er, I must set ray sights higher. 
I'm hack. I’m going to be cham- 
pion of the world, it doesn't mat- 
ter who. where or what title, 
Frank Maloney Ls going to get 
it for me." 

Boudouani is well known to 
Fessetchko. One of the Ukrain- 
ian's four defeats in a 31 -fight ca- 
reer came in four rounds at the 
hands of the French world cham- 
pion in July last y ear. .Another 
of Fcssetchko's setbacks was 
against the former European 
welterweight champion Valery 
KayumKi, which suggests he 
onh- loses in the best company. 

Jacobs is not looking for any 
soft touches - and will not he 
banking on a swift vielory - hut 
the Sc«u should still have too 
much hitting power and know- 
how for Fewelehko. 

Paul Lloyd. M;doney‘s Com- 
monwcultli bantamweight 
champion, defends his title 
against South Alriea'-s Simphi- 
we Rimana in the lop of the hill 
bout. The Merseysider will be 
coming off a 1111 -second confi- 
dence-boosting defeat of L\ho 
Nkoko in a title defence in 
Cheslitmt in February. 

Maloney said: “After this we 
are looking to move Paul on to 
the European or world stage 
and he Ls also leading con- 
tender for Drew Docherty's 
British title." 


Wigan raise Rowley bid 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 

Wigan have stepped up their hid 
for the Halifax hooker. Paul 
Rowley, by tabling an improved 
offer of cash plus a player in 
pan-exchange- Wigan, already 
beaten three limes in their 
worst start to a season for over 
a decade, see the signing of 
Rowley as the next stage in their 
rebuilding. With the 22-year-old 
player, who started his career at 
Leigh, coming out of contract 
at the end of this season. Hal- 
ifax may be willing to cash in 
their major ssseL 
Warrington are also inter- 
ested in Rowley, but Wigan, 
where his father, Alan, is com- 
mercial manager, remain 
favourites to secure his services, 
possibly in time for him to 


Rallying 

CATALUNYA RALLY (Urest de Mori Second 
tat toadtat p oal l l a n a (attar thirteen 
stages): 1 P Uatti (It) Suhartc 3 T Matanen 
(Fin) ktortlsti 3>r(&58m>v 3G Panua (Frt 
Fteufsa al 2mm 30sec; 4 C McRae iG9i Sub- 
aru 3.32; 5 A Medc&*m Hi) Subaru 3.37: 6 
R Madeira (Port Subaru 4.14; 7 F Peteoxjr 
(Frt Peugeot 8 U NBtel (Geri Mnsuteshi 

4.58; * J tacena iSpl Peugeot 5-34; ID C 
Sara ISpi Fora 633. 

Rugby La^ue 

Hull KR hatre completed the £8,000 
signing ol toe on-ltamMn^L Alfie Goul- 
boume, 23, from Okfliam Bears. 

Swimming 

The women's 100 metres tmttoriVvMXfd 
short-course recort ot S8Jt4sec. set 
last month by Japan's Ayan Aoyama m 
Tb*<yo. has been ratHied by the In- 
temattonal Amateur Swimming Feder- 
ation. 

Table tennis 

COMKONWBUm CHAMPIONSHIPS (Qas- 
gto-r) Morr Qraup JU En^and 4 Mabysia 1 
(Erg names frst: A Peny tost to Jun Hu Lu 
9-21 16-21. ACooM? M Ttan Sfh 21-10 21- 
U. M SyeC W On LEong Om 21-23 21-14 
21-17. Coohe ana Ptny m Tran and Jim 15- 
21 21-13 21-15, CO ote fit Jun 12-21 2J- 
13 21-141. Group & England 4 Australia 0 
(Enf names first A Perry bt M Smythe 21- 
15 21-11. A Cooke tn 1 Browne 21-7 21 
19. M Syed M S Gerada 21-9 21-10. Cooke 
and Perry » Browne and Garado 21-4 21 
131; En&ond 4 Snfjpore- 0 lEng names lira 
M Syed « Yew Far Sen 21- 12 21- 10. A Per- 
ry tq Chin Goon Koh 21-11 21 -U. A Coohe 
K Chm Pang Lei 21-11 21-17. Cooke and 
Pony H Yen,- and Cfxn Cum Kob 21-17 21- 
U): Men Zeotm d 4 Smfpoore 1. Group R 
Nortnem Ireland 2 m«w 4; Matiyaa 3 Cana- 
da -I: Canada 4 Northern Ireland 1. Group 
O: Wales 4 Baitodos 1: Cyprus 4 Scotland 
0; Wales 4 South Africa 2 Mtamow Group 
A: England 4 South AtncaOiEnc names tnt: 

N Deamn n y Anganxidw 21-15 21-6, H tow- 
er K S Ocnndaal 21-11 21-7. L Radtord lx 
M luday 21-13 21-30. Deaton and Radford 
bt Odcndaai ana Luckav 21-10 21- 15i. Group 
D: England 4 taco 0 lEng names first: L Lo- 
mas bt M Das 21-7 21-14, A Holt bt S Mynok 
17-21 21-16 21-18, N Dealer bt 8 Bhu- 
vnesnan 21-19 21-8. Lomas and Hon bt 
Mynah and Bftin.txKa’on 21-10 22-24 21- 
161 

Tennis 


make his debut against Oldham 
on Sunday. The club's directors 
were discussing their campaign 
to recruit him last night. 

Wigan's most recent incom- 
ing transfer deal, for the Widnes 
prop. Lee Hansen, has been 
complicated by the decision of 
their young forward. Matt 
Knowles, lo join Swinton. 
Knowles had been earmarked, 
along with the reserve half- 
back. Shaun Long, to join 
Widnes as pan of the Hansen 
deal, but he has opted instead 
to join the First Division's bot- 
tom club. Wigan will now have 
to pay an extra cash adjustment 
in order to complete the deal. 

Castleford. who were ex- 
pected lo announce the name 
of their new coach yesterday, 
have delayed their appoint- 
ment of a successor to John 
Joyner, who quit last week. 


H P Leonder IM) 7-6 6-1; J Start lUS) be 
0 Stanoylcttev (Bui) 3-6 6-S 6-3; F Fener- 
leai IDen) MG Motomura Uapan) 3-6 64 6-3; 
D Pnnosii (Get) tn J Gotmart (Ft) 7-5 
6-1: R Satuu iRom) bt T Sixmada iJapai) 
6-2 6-2; J Taranff) (US) M I WirtrvA (Nethl 
6-36-2; H Holm (Sue) tx M Joyce lUS) 4-6 
6-3 7-5; E ftm |br) bt L Jonsson iSwei 6-3 
6-2; D Nestor (Cant bt D Skocft iStovakl 

6- 1 6-7 6-3; H Kaneho Japan) ot r O Sawy 
ttfiy) 6-1 6-U M Woodforde IAU5) tit 
S fimabucfti (Japani 6-1 6-3; A Uchartlson 
IGBi bt T Nytuni I Sere) 3-6 6-2 6-4; A 
Cherkasov iRus) OC D Vacek ito Rep! 8-3 

7- 6; L Roux |Fii bt 0 Adams (SAI 6-1 6-4. 
Men’s second round: 8 Beckor (Get) bt S 
Lreeou (Can) 6-2 4-6 6-2; T Woo®nd© (Aus' 
Ot RSatnu iRomi 63 64; S MasuQki Uaoam 
btARoO ri esaj iGrJfl 7-56-7 6J; MTSlsiiwii 
tSaw' « K Liven IDS) 7626 7-5. Women-* 
Brtt round; J we (US) bt M Mivaucm 
LkgMn> j-66-3 6-3; A Fraaor (USt bt v Hauy 

ki Jajant 6-1 6-2; M EnctoUapan) fit N Ifcya- 
p> ifcxxxtt 64) 6-2; NSoramoBa Uooaro tn 
Jati i US' 6-3 64; N Ntmuta (Japan) in Km 
Eun-fta IS ftori 6-3 6-2: K KsctwertA (AuU 
tx ETaartUM ins) 6-3 G-l: J Wawnabc I US) 
bt N V£*fi3naiftan linen 7-5 -1-6 &0. 
BARCELONA MEKS OPEN Stadbre, first 
round: A tanas (Spi bt G huenen (Bft 6-2 
6-1: F Mckfleni (Bn tx K Kuccro iStouM 7 - 

5 6-0: 6 Lopez iSpi bt D Sahador (Spi 6-4 
6-1: F Rag (So) bt A Lopez Moran (Spi 7-6 

6- 4; F Own |Spi bt T Cartooned |Sp) 6-3 1- 

6 6-4; At Frfaopmr (LhupJ bi A GauOCfta (It) 4- 
6 6-4 G-3: A Medveoov lunn bt A Corrmp 
iSpi 7-5 2-6 6-4: l Buitflo iSp) W E Sanchei 
iSp) 6-3 64); C Hodne iFn bt H Gumy (A i{3 
i -6 63: RFrantbotE lAis) b( S Draper iAusi 

7- 6 63: A Berasawjv (Spi b| J Sancncr iSpi 
61 6-2. Second round: T Muster lAut) biR 
Fiatan Uu 5-7 6-4 6-4; A Martn iSpt bt W 
Ferrara iSA 4-6 6-2 7-5. 


bt F Wilier (B 0 i 6-4 7-6: M Norman (Swe) 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of teams to gve 
notice of a challenge for this 
year’s Admiral’s Cup, which 
takes place off the south coast 
of England in July and August. 
The teams are Australia, Ger- 
mafy Italy; New Zealand, Scan- 
efinavia, South Africa, United 
Kingdom and foe United States. 


Fax not fiction 


The Nokia 9000 


C mmunicator A phone, fax, Web browser. E-Mail terminal. SMS message device and personal organiser in one. 


At selected outlets 


hn Lewis Partnership, PC Wortd, Peoples Phone. Ta I kUnd. The Caiphone Warehouse. The Link and all good independent retailers and computer dealers. 

of Dixon* Dixons Ta* 1 ^ 0 


NOKIA 

Connecting People 


Nofcu and UK arrow* iymbol arc icgblcrd IradrmartL 
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Chris Hewett on life in the new 
world of paid players/ page. 3.0 


Leicester *" ew ' s anc l Co on track to provide Durham 


wearing 
look of 


With a first-class start 





favourites 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 

Middlesbrough's season is 
rapidly developing the charac- 
teristics of those Saturday 
morning movies which always 
ended in diffhangers- only the 
episodes an; more frequent. 

Every performance ends 
with the team's fate suspended 
by some dramatic laic inter- 
vention. A fortnight ago it was 
Emiic Heskey ripping the 
Coca-Cola Cup from Nigel 
Pearson's grasp just as he pre- 
pared to climb the 39 steps. On 
Sunday Jamie Hewitt am- 
bushed them on the FA Cup’s 
road to Wembley. Meanwhile 
a Middlesbrough maiden lies 
tethered to a railway line with 
the express train marked rele- 
gation bearing down. 

At Hillsborough, in tonight's 
Coca-Cola Cup final replay, 
there will, at least, be a con- 
clusion. If another 120 minutes 
cannot separate Middles- 
brough and Leicester City then 
penalties. Lhe greatest cliffhang- 
er of them ulL will ensue. 

Much has happened in the 10 
days since Wembley, most of it 
to Middlesbrough. TTie bulk of 
City’s team prepared for 
tonight by following the for- 
tunes of their stand-ins at High- 
bury on Saturday on teletext. 
Boro prepared with a mental- 
ly and physically exhausting 
two-hour FA Cup' semi-final on 
Sunday. 

For the first time then, the 
odds favour Leicester. Which 
could be dangerous. Middles- 
brough have begun to show a 
resilenee many believed they 
did not possess, in addition Jun- 
inho seems unaffected by the 
workload - his sparrow legs 
were still running at Chester- 
field deep into extra Lime on 
Sunday. 

Stopping him remains 
Leicester's main aim. Pantos 
Kaamurk did it well enough at 
Wembley to be entrusted with 
the task again, but Boro haw 


now had 10 days to think of a 
solution. They may push him 
further forward to give Emer- 
son more space and drag City's 
defenders together. 

If Nigel Pearson passes a fit- 
ness test they will be able to re- 
vert to their Wembley line-up 
with Mark Schwarzer back af- 
ter being cup-tied and Neil 
Cox returning from suspen- 
sion. Leicester have injury 
doubts over Steve Wdsh, Kasey 
Keller. Simon Grayson and 
Garry Parker. 

The attendance should be 
good; despite the plethora of 
expensive matches, demand at 
the Riverside is so great that 
Boro’s players have even given 
up their ticket allocation fan as- 
tonishing 12 each! to help meet 
it. 

Whether they see a decent 
match may depend on Leices- 
ter pustu’ng Heskey forward 
and thus giving themselves at- 
tacking options and Middles- 
brough space to work in. It 
should be better than the first 
game but is still likely to be 
close. 

If it goes to penalties 
Schwarzer will not be worried: 
he once saved twice in a shoot- 
out against Canada to earn 
Australia a World Cup quali- 
fying play-off with Argentina. 

It is the first League Cup fi- 
nal replay since 1984 when 
Graeme Souncss sgoal helped 
Liverpool beat Everton at 
Maine Road. Coincidentally 
there is another Merseyside 
derby tonight, at Goodison 
Park. 

A home win will effectively 
confirm Everton's survival for 
another year. If Liverpool win 
by two clear goals they will go 
top for the first lime since Jan- 
uary with Manchester United, 
who will have a game in hand, 
due on Saturday morning. 

First Liverpool have to win. 
something they never achieved 
in five encounters during Joe 
Royle's management at Good- 
ison. Not that it was enough to 
save him. 




Oxford University were left In disarray yesterday at The 
Parks on the opening day of the cricket season after 
their opponents, Durham, declared at 353 for 2 after 
winning the toss. Jon Lewis launched his Durham 


career with a record-equalling feat. The former Essex 
batsman completed a century on his debut fbr two 
different counties as he carved out 210 not out, to 
add to the unbeaten 116 he made at his first attempt 


for Ids former employers in 1990. His fellow opener 
Paul Collingwood also celebrated his maiden first-class 
hundred, contributing 107. In reply, Oxford had plunged 
to 36 for 6 at stumps Photograph: David Ashdown 


Todd competes with Eindhoven for Flo 


ALAN NIXON 


The hopes of Colin Todd, the 
Bolton Wanderers manager, of 
doing a club record £2.3m deal 
for Brann Bergen’s Norwegian 
international striker Tore Andre 
Flo have been dented by the 
Dutch league leaders PSV 
Eindhoven. 

Todd wants Flo to be the ma- 
jor summer signing for the First 
Division champions, but now he 
faces a fight for his signature as 
PSV want Flo to lead their 
Champions' League campaign 
next season. 


Flo impressed Eindhoven 
when he helped knock them out 
of Europe earlier this season, 
and they have now made an ap- 
proach. However. Flo showed 
he was keen to come to England 
by talking to Everton last month 
and Todd has not given up the 
chase. 

The Leeds United manager, 
George Graham, has made a 
second bid for Bolton's mid- 
fielder Alan Thompson. Gra- 
ham is willing to go above his 
first £3m offer, but Bolton in- 
sist they will not sell. 

Dave Watson, the Everton 
caretaker manager, has denied 


reports from Italy suggesting 
Everton are set to sign die 
Roma midfielder Francesco 
Modem. “As far as I'm con- 
cerned Lhere is no truth in it," 
Watson said. “There will be no 
new signings until a new man- 
ager is appointed here at the 
end of the season." 

Birmingham City have can- 
celled the contract of their 
Swedish international winger 
Andcra Limpar afteronlya three- 
month spell at St Andrews. The 
Blues manager Trevor Rnandsad- 
rmtted signing Limpor foam Ever- 
ton for £10(1000 in January was 
a gamble that had not paid off. 


The former Antcnal player, 
who had signed until the end of 
the season, was recently fined 
after failing to turn up for a re- 
serve match. “His ability and 
technique were never in ques- 
tion." Francis said, "but he has 
had one or two problems with 
other managers concerning 
commitment. 

“I felt he may have provided 
us with that extra bit of quality 
we needed. Rather than let 
him hang around until the end 
of the season. I decided it was 
better if he was released from 
his contract now." 

The Welsh FA's management 


committee met at a hotel near 
Wrexham last night to discuss 
the charges of racism levelled 
at their manager, Bobby Gould, 
by the Bolton striker Nathan 
Blake. The result of the meet- 
ing and the consequences for 
Gould are due to be conveyed 
to today's meeting of the foil FA 
of Wales CoundLafterwhich an 
announcement will be made. 

The benefit match long 
promised to Jean-Marc 
Bosnian hit another snag yes- 
terday when the Belgian foot- 
ball association said it would 


oppose the game. 
The Inlcmatio 


International Players* 


Union said on Monday the 
match was very likely to go 
ahead in Brussels. However, the 
Belgian FA spokeman. Guido 
De Windt, said yesterday: “One, 
we arc not aware of it; two, 
there has been no request: 
three, the union’s executive 
committee would have to decide 
but I fear it will be no. In the 
circumstances there is no way 
we would co-operate." 

He pointed out that Bosnian 
was suB sueing the union and 
his former club FC Liege for 
damages in connection with a 
blocked transfer to the French 
team Dunkirk in 1990. 


Eight games in 26 days for Middlesbrough 


at tfHsdoroutf) today. itoh-oft 7.45pw 

LEICESTER CITY # 

KELLER O 

WHITLOW WALSH PRIOR GRXfSON 
HESKEY 1ZZET KAAMARK PARKER LEMMON 
CLMBDGE 

RAANELU BECK 

ffiGNETT EMERSON MUSTDE JBMNH0 
COX PEARSON FESIR FLEMING 
SCHWARZER 

f* MIDDLESBROUGH 


Middlesbrough must visit Tot- 
tenham in their Premiership sur- 
vival fight on Thursday week - 
just two days after their FA Cup 
semi-final replay against Chest- 
erfield. The new date for the 
League game was agreed yes- 
terday after police authorities in 
north London rejected the al- 
ternative suggestion of a Friday 
night kick-off. 

In effect, the match has been 
put back 24 hours from its orig- 
inal date of 23 April, which had 
to be scrubbed after Second Di- 
vision Chesterfield forced a 3-3 
draw with Middlesbrough on 
Sunday. Middlesbrough, who 
start an cighl-games-in-26-days 


finish to the season with their 
Coca-Cola Cup final replay 
against Leicester at Hillsborough 
tonight, backed Manchester 
United's plea last week to have 
the season extended to give their 
players rest between matches. 
But the Premier League insist- 
ed there could be no U-tum. af- 
ter rejecting United’s request. 

Middlesbrough, like United, 
face four games in nine days to 
complete the season on 1 1 May. 
Keeping the Spurs game in the 
same week os the FA Cup replay 
was the Premier League’s only 
alternative to an extension. 

Another weekend will be 
lost for League fixtures on 26- 


27 April when top players report 
to their countries for the latest 
round of World Cup qualifiers. 
England play Georgia at Wem- 
bley the following Wednesday. 

The Premier League and the 
Football League have now 
agreed to set up a special com- 
mission to produce a long-term 
skeleton fixture lisL- outlining 
all League, cup. European and 
international dales covering 
the next three seasons - to en- 
sure as far as possible that a re- 
peat of this season's congestion 
does not occur again. 

David Elleray, the referee 
yesterday did his best to deflect 
growing criticism of his perfor- 


mance in Sunday's Middles- 
brough/Chestcrfield FA Cup 
semi-final tie. 

Elleray sent one player off. 
awarded two penalties and was 
involved in a controversial in- 
cident when a Chesterfield shot 
- as video replays clearly 
showed - rebounded over the 
line off the crossbar. Elleray dis- 
allowed the goal because of an 
earlier infringement. 

The Harrow schoolmaster 
sought to broaden the argument 
to the position of referees in the 
modern game, rather than com- 
menting directly on the week- 
end's big game. 

He said; “! think referees ac- 


cept they come under intense 
scrutiny every day in the media. 
They have to make an honest 
decision with their own eyes in 
a very quick time, and it is not 
easy." 

Some criticism has even 
come from within Elleray' s own 
ranks, from the former World 
Cup referee Clive Thomas. 


Thomas claimed: “The level 
of refereeing is so bad. Elleray 
would not even have made the 
top six on the Fifa list in my 
day," 

Elleray would not respond to 
the remarks, saying only: "I nev- 
er make a comment on what 
Clive Thomas has to say ahout 
me or refereeing." 


Instruments 

FOR PROFESSIONALS 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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Maradona may play 
for Rest of World 



i- I 

^ I 


BREITLING 


1884 



ACROSS 

I Lords wandering around 
city in Bucks, we hear (?) 

5 Wreckage floats about 
mouth ot Mekong i “) 

9 Sacerdotal ly. say, his in- 
spector calls (9) 

10 Hohin in the air? (5) 

I I Turkey on a plate contains 
herb, to be more pure 1 5 ) 

12 Tipping essential work in 
hat factory 1 9) 

14 Pine and pitch used in war 
work, reportedly (7.3.4) _ 

1 7 Cardinal spin it out in Chris- 
tian refuge? (S,6) 

21 Standard raised by nego- 
tiators (5.4) 

23 Russian dramatist left at 
cud of disco entertainment 
P) 


Awkward, getting record 
into damaged Lin (5) 
Principal symbols used to 
produce falsetto sounds (9) 
German leader with latest 
kind of psychology (7) 
Most unfathomable river- 
bore (7) 

DOWN 
C02 agent? (6) 

Garland of flowers certain 
to provide relaxation (7) 
USA lariat-twirling where 
stock ridera arc found (9) 
One single colour on check, 
for coolness (4-7) 

Young children of English 
artist "(3) 

Approved a bottomless pit 
for an African ruminant 


7 Grit for a Main St repair (7) 

S A mod girl, coming out. 
makes a bloomer (S) 

13 King, perhaps, acting the ec- 
centric (74) 

15 Proper cure of old stage- 
coach (9) 

16 Producing young, celebrate 
- swallowing hock (S) 

18 Ladies and gentlemen. T S 
Eliot play! (7) 

19 Woven thing that is giving 
comfort in retirement (7) 

20 Shut hotel-centre for recess 
( 6 ) 

22 Wide part of Essex tra- 
versed (5) 

25 Leave a mark on cuff (3) 


Diego Maradona will rise from 
hs sickbed to play for the Rest 
of the World against Europe in 
Barcelona on 27 April. 

Didivr Rousian. secretary- 
general of the International 
Professional Footballers' Union 
which is organising the match 
at the Momjuic stadium in 
Barcelona, named Maradona 
yesterday among several play- 
ers taking part. 

Maradona, who has been in- 
volved in protracted talks with 
Boca Juniors over a possible re- 
sumption of his career, is cur- 
rently in a Buenos Aires clinic 
undergoing medical tests. 

The" 3b-ycar-old former Ar- 
gentina captain broke out in a 
cold sweat on a Chilean televi- 
sion chat show in Santiago on 
Monday night and was rushed 
to hospital 

Despite more than 20 World 
Cup qualifiers scheduled for 
Wednesday April 30, there 
should several leading players 
on both sides. 

Rousian said Manchester 
United's French captain, Eric 
Cantona, an AIFP founder 
member a long with Maradona, 
will play for Europe as well as 
Chelsea's Gianluca Vialli and 
Sampdoria skipper Roberto 
Mancini, who both do not fig- 


ure in Italy's current plans. 

With neither France nur Por- 
tugal playing internationals un 
3n April. Lauren! Blanc and Vi- 
tor Baiu of Barcelona and Sam- 
pdoria's Christian Kurembcu 
will also play. Thomas Bcrthnld, 
a World Cup winner for West 
Germany in 1990, lias also been 
named. 

Ami mg the South Americans 
who could play for the Rest of 
the World is Colombia's colour- 
ful goalkeeper Rene HiguiUu 

“It depends whether he is 
picked {for Colombia] after rwu 
poor matches by the present 
goalkeeper (Farid Mundrag- 
on].” Rousian said Colombia are 
at hurae to Peru on 30 April. 

Rousian also named Lhe 
Uruguayans .Gustavo Povet of 
Real Zaragoza and veteran 
Ruben Snsa of Logmncs, the 
Brazilian Eihcr. of Stuttgart, 
and possibly .Argentinian World 
Cup winger Claudio Caniggia. 
who is currently without a club. 

The AIFP is also I tying In or- 
ganise another mulch, possibly 
in Brussels, in benefit uf Belgian 
Jean-Marc Brwnan. whose case 
in the European Court of Jus- 
tice brought about the end of 
quotas on foreign players in Eu- 
rope. They’ have yet to fix the 
dale and venue. 


Chelsea's player-coach, Ruud 
Gullit, has been asked by Nel- 
son Mandela to return to the 
Dutch national team fora spe- 
cial friendly match against South 
Africa in June, the Dutch Foot- 
ball Union said. 

"Gullit has received an invi- 
tation, but so far we don't know 
if he will accept it.” a spokes- 
woman for the union said. 

The friendly international in 
Johannesburg on 1 June is 
billed as the Nelson Mandela 
Inauguration Challenge, an an- 
nual event since 1994. 

The drcadloeked Gullit has 
in the past professed huge ad- 
miration for lhe South African 
leader. In 1987. when the former 
Feyenoord and Milan player 
was named European Foot- 
baller of the Year, lie dedicated 
his prize to Mandela, at tliu time 
still in prison. 

Outfit has said an invitation 
from Mandela would be a great 
honour and one he would be 
pleased tn accept, assuming he 
recovers from his troublesome 
ankle injury . 

He has not played for the 
Dutch national team since he 
walked out of preparations be- 
fore the 1994 World Cup after 
. a disagreement with the coach 
over tactics. 



CHRONOMAT 

Close cooperation with pilots and aviation experts enables Breitling 
to connb ue improving its chronograph designs all the time. 
The Chronomat features a selfwinding mechanical movement, a 
rotating bezel and a scnrw-locfced crown. This instrument is 
waier-resatant dawn m 100 metres. 
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